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|dentify to species
— environmental reconstruction
— technology/method of capture

 Determine which bones are useful indicators
of species and survive well

— Some bones are very distinctive but do not
survive well

— Shape and size determine how survives, rather
than density




Establishing the comparative
collection
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RESULTS
5276 diagnostic bones found: |
+2802 identified to family/species (53%) &
+2326 vertebrae (44%) '

148 indeterminate species due to
fragmentation (3%)

*6 bones of unknown species

11 species from 3 Families:
*Sparidae (9), Serranidae (1), Mugilidae (1)

2 shark vertebrae




LEVEL

C. cristiceps (dageraad)
C. laticeps (roman)

C. nasutus (black musselcracker)

D. sargus capensis( dassie)

G. curvidens (john brown)

P. blochii (hottentot)

P. rupestris (red steenbras) 1/1 2/2
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Total MNI (Minimum Number of Individuals) and NISP (Number of Identified Skeletal Parts) per speciesral level fi
in the LSA units of BBC.
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Processing — vertebrae vs other (cranial, lateral facial and
appendicular bones)

Total L Non- | \/ertebrae %
from vertebral Shortfall
vertebrae expected shortfall
vertebrae MNI
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Table 12 . Expected and actual MNI's derived from veebrae compared to non-
vertebral MNI
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S. durbanensis (white musselcracker)
G. curvidens (john brown)

D. sargus capensis( dassie)

P. blochii (hottentot)

E. marginatus (rockcod)

C. nasutus (black musselcracker)
S. emarginatum (steentjie)

C. laticeps (roman)

C. cristiceps (dageraad)

C. cristiceps/laticeps

Sparidae sp 2

Sparidae sp 1

L. richardsonii (haarder)
Sp Indet

Sparidae sp

% Frequency of each species per level based on MNI  of species
per total MNI of level
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Black musselcracker
(3%)(45 kg/130 cm)

Haarder (13.7%)
(<1 kg/41 cm)

Dageraad (6.2%)

Steentjie (5.1%)
(1 kg/45 cm)

Roman (5.6%)
(5 kg/50 cm)
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_Methods of
capture

Scavenging
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Hook and line technology

Many histarical accounts ot fishing with
hook @nd line

Bone hooks only found at inland sites
Bone gorges date t0 8500 — 10 000 BP
Grooved pebble sinkers 4300 — 3300 BP

Acacia thotns
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Spearfishing
Historical accounts
«Sharpenediwooden Sticks,

*barbed bone points on bamboo
SES

*how and arrow with line
attached to arrow

*No barbed bone points in South
Africa, but smooth points are
common in coastal LSA sites
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Stone walled fish traps in Still Bay, southern Cape

~ 20 km east of BIombos
#‘g =

-Only Works at Spring tide

G'

- *Best during winter on dark nights
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Nets/baskets

sNets suitable for
smaller fish

*Net fragments have
been found in cavesite
near Bredasdorp

*Historical accounts of
basket traps refer only
to river fishing

Some rock art at inland
sites depict woven fish
traps
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Method of capture at Blombos Cave during the LSA

stone upwelling
SPECIES traps  washups hooked spearing nets

X

X

X X
D svguscapensisdassie) | | | [ x | x|
G- aunvidenggonnbrowm) | | ] ] x | x|
-----

S. durbanensis(white
musselcracker)

S. emarginatum steentjle) x X ---
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XX= need very strong tackle for large specimens
(shark excluded)

18




Number of species present per layer per method
of capture

O stone traps
B washups

O hooked

O speared

B nets

layer 1 layer 2 layer 3 layer 4 layer 5




Species not present

D. capensis (galjoen)

eoccurs all along South African coast
etolerant of wide range of temperatures
esusceptible to cold water upwelling

emostly caught in winter

G. feliceps (white sea catfish)

ecOmmon species, easily captured
emostly caught at night, but also during day
epoisonous dorsal and pectoral fins

escaleless
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