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A multidisciplinary research project called 
ACACIA (Arid Climate, Adaptation and Cultural 
Innovation in Africa) was established at the 
University of Cologne in 1995, financed by the 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). Besides 
prehistoric archaeology, the disciplines involved are 
African linguistics, botany, ethnology, history, 
Egyptology and geography. The research focuses on 
the increasing aridisation in Afiica during the 
Holocene. Primary aspects are the human influence 
on and the reaction to the change of environmental 
conditions. Since pastoralism is one of the main 
subsistence strategies in arid and semiarid Africa, it 
is one of the central aspects of this research project. 
The questions of the origin and spread of pastoral- 
ism and its economic and cultural significance 
today, connect the separate research areas in the 
Northeast (Egypt, Sudan) and Southwest (Namibia) 
of the African continent. Within this framework the 
archaeological project B4, headed by Rudolph 
Kuper, is concerned with "Palaeoecology and the 
Late Holocene Occupation of Northern Namibia". 
Research areas are the Kaokoveld and the Kavango 
region. Fieldwork in June and July 1998, presented 
below, was concentrated on the Kaokoveld. 

The north-western part of Namibia plays an 
important part in many models (mainly based on 
linguistic evidence or oral history) for the introduc- 
tion of domesticated animals to southern Afiica. 
Because of the scarcity of investigated prehistoric 
sites in this region (Smith 1988, Smith andJacobson 
1995, Kinahan 198 1) archaeological research 
seemed to be especially important. The Kaokoveld 
presents itself as an ideal regional focus, because it 
comprises several ecologically different regions, 
including the Namib desert, the Mopane savannah, 
and the shorelands of the Kunene river (Figure 1). 

Unfortunately it is extremely difficult to find well 
preserved prehistoric open air sites here, the most 
likely settlement type related to pastoral nomads. 
Therefore hitherto excavations in a rock shelter 
(Oruwanje 9511) provided the outstanding results 
(Albrecht et.al.: in prep.). The archaeological rnate- 
rial fiom Oruwanje 9511 provides a reference strati- 
graphic sequence for a contemporary appearance of 
pottery, sheep and goat around 2000 bp in this 
region. 

In spite of the undisputed importance of this 
site, a single excavation allows no general state- 
ments about prehistoric pastoralism in the 
Kaokoveld. For this reason fieldwork will be inten- 
sified in the next years. Restricted survey areas, 
representing different types of landscapes, were 
selected because the immense extent of the region 
excludes an all-embracing examination (Figure 1). 
In the course of an expedition during June and July 
1998, surveys were conducted in the Ehomba 
mountains (Figure ID), the MarienfluP valley 
(Figure 1B) and near the Epupa-falls (Figure 1C). 
Due to the rough landscape, time consuming 
inspections on foot are mostly the only possibility 
to find archaeological sites. Despite this difficulty, 
28 sites were recorded, ranging from the Early 
Stone Age to subrecent times. Middle Stone Age 
artifacts are widely - and in some areas extensivly - 
distributed, whereas Early Pastoral sites are harder 
to locate. Therefore, the excavation in a rock shelter 
(N9611) provided the most promising results. A 
local Himba showed the large shelter, which is situ- 
ated in the surroundings of the Epupa waterfalls, to 
A. Kuper in 1996. In the same year the site was vis- 
ited by R. Kuper, who did a test-drilling down to a 
depth of 70 cm without reaching the solid rock. In 
1998 two trenches of 2 mZ each were excavated. 
Only in trench I1 was the rock surface reached, at a 
depth of 1.7 m. Finds are quite rare in the surface 
layer, whereas they are abundant in the rest of the 
sequence. Remarkable is the good preservation of 
charcoal, botanical-macro-remains and bones. The 
archaeological sequence covers subrecent to (pre- 
sumable) MSA material. In the upper spits an indif- 
ferent stone artifact assemblage was found together 
with potsherds, some of them decorated. 
Underneath followed a microlithic assemblage with 
no pottery and finally macrolithic artifacts which 
show typical MSA features. If the preliminary 
assessment is confirmed by further analyses, the 
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Figure 1: Survey areas in the Kaokoveld (classification of landscapes after Viljoen 1980: 1 - Central 
Namib Desert, 2 - Pre-Namib 3 - Escarpment, 4 - Central Drainage Area, 5 - Eastern Plateau. 

site 9611 is the first stratified example in the the Namib Desert. In such a frontier zone even 
Kaokoveld which reaches back into the Pleistocene. slight climatic changes might influence the ecolog- - 

Although this excavation will be continued in ical settings of the lhdscape significantly. Perhaps 
thls region was utilizable for herders at some time. 1999, the main interest is still finding (ideally strat- 
The drier conditions nowadays and the sparse pop- ified) open air sites of the early pastoral phase. 
ulation promise better preservation conditions even Survey activities of the next field trip will be con- 
for surface sites. 

centrated on the more marginal areas of the 
MarienfluP and Hartmanu's valleys, at the edge of 



NYA ME AKUMA 

References 
Albrecht, M., Th. Frank, R. Kuper, St. Prill, R. 
Vogelsang and St. Wenzel 

in prep. Oruwanje 95/ 1 -Early evidence for pottery 
and domesticated animals in the 
Kaokoveld/Narnibia. 

1981 An early pottery date from southern 
Kaokoland. Journal of the SWA Scientific 
Society 34:43-45. 

Smith, A.B. 

No. 50 December 1998 

Smith, A.B. and L. Jacobson 

1995 Excavations at Geduld and the appearance 
of early domestic stock in Namibia. South 
AJLican Archaeological Bulletin 50: 3-14. 

Viljoen, P.J. 

1980 Veldtipes, verspreiding van die groter 
soogdiere en enkele aspekte van die ekolo- 
gie van Kaokoland. Pretoria , M.Sc.thesis. 

1988 Excavation of rockshelter at Otjitati in 
Kaokoland. Cimbebasia 10: 101-105. 


