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Those Igbo-Ukwu dates again 

Thurstan Sha w 
26 Peacocks, Great Shelford 
Cambridge CB2 5AT; United Kingdom 

With the belated appearance (1995) of the 
Proceedings of the 9th Congress of the Pan- 
African Association of Prehistory and Related 
Studies, Jos, 1983, it becomes necessary to issue a 
correction of radiocarbon dates published there. 
At that conference I announced (Shaw 1995:81- 
82) three radiocarbon determinations from Igbo- 
Ukwu in addition to the five originally published 
(Shaw 1970, vol. 11: 260-261). These additional 
dates, although overlapping in the tenth century 
A.D. with four of the five of the earlier-published 
dates, nevertheless had the effect of putting the 
average in the tenth century rather than the ninth. I 
suggested that they strengthened a "belief in plac- 
ing the Igbo-Ukwu finds in the 9th-1 lth centuries 
A.D.". 

These three additional dates were obtained 
from the British Museum laboratory, and were 
"caught" by the systematic error subsequently 
published (Bowman et.al. 1990) so that they 
appeared to be "younger" than they really are. The 
correction of these dates by the British Museum 
had the effect of reversing the modification 
announced at Jos in 1983, and brought them into 
very close agreement with the previously issued 
dates. The three dates as originally announced and 
as corrected are as follows: 

Original Original New Revised 
Reference Result Reference Result 

(years BP.) (years B.P.) 

Sample Calibration in years A.D. 
(68% probability) 

If we pool these results, and ignore Hv-15 16, 
for doing which good reasons have already been 
given (Shaw l995:8 l), there is a two-thirds likeli- 
hood of the Igbo-Ukwu finds belonging to the 8th 
to 1 lth centuries A.D. 
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I asked Dr. Roy Switsur to give me a calibra- 
tion for all the Igbo-Ukwu dates; I am indebted to 
him for the following: 


