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I n  t h e  last number Mr.Kense r e f e r r e d  t o  comments t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  
c a l l i n g  f o r  news d i d  not  a l low s u f f i c i e n t  t ime f o r  r e p l i e s  t o  g e t  back t o  
Calgary. I have had s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t s  f o r  more t ime from Ghana and t h e  
Sudan. The s h o r t  t ime between r e c e i p t  by r e a d e r s  of  t h e  l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  
news and t h e  dead l ine  has  been d e l i b e r a t e  as experience sugges t s  t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  were longe r  t h e r e  would be a tendency t o  pu t  my l e t t e r  a t  t h e  bottom 
of t h e  p i l e  and f o r g e t  i t .  A c l o s e  dead- l ine  o f t e n  has  t h e  e f f e c t  of r a p i d  
r e p l y ,  and I note t h a t  No.8 contained much news from Ghana. I w i l l  r e v e r t  
t o  t h i s  po in t  and a sk  f o r  opinions i n  a l e t t e r  I s h a l l  s h o r t l y  be sending 
out  t o  a l l  those  on t h e  mai l ing  l is t .  

The geographical  imbalance of news mentioned by Mr.Kense i n  h i s  
e d i t o r i a l  no te s  may be a r e f l e c t i o n  of a s i m i l a r  imbalance of a c t i v i t y .  I 
a m  not  s u r e ,  bu t  am aware of  how l i t t l e  information comes from t h e  French 
speaking a r e a s  of A f r i c a  - t h i s  i s  p a r t l y  due t o  l a c k  of con tac t  wi th  r e -  
s ea rche r s  i n  those  coun t r i e s  and I would be very  g l ad  t o  r e c e i v e  names of 
those  who might l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  Nyame Akuma and who would provide news i t ems .  

M r .  P h i l l i p s o n  of t h e  B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Nairobi h a s  w r i t t e n  t o  me 
as fo l lows:  

" It seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  tendency f o r  post-graduate  
r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  North America t o  regard  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  as p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
Fewer and fewer such t h e s e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of Afr ican archaeology a r e  be ing  
publ ished elsewhere i n  even summary form. I ga the r  t h a t  cop ie s  o f  most 
American t h e s e s  (perhaps Canadian ones too )  can be obta ined  from o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
such as Un ive r s i t y  Microfilms. It is ,  however, d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t hose  of u s  
based ou t s ide  North America t o  l e a r n  what t h e s e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  and where copies  
may be obta ined .  Could au tho r s  of such t h e s e s ,  o r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r s ,  be en- 
couraged t o  submit such d e t a i l s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  Nyame Akuma, as R , M .  Gramly 
has  done ( s e e  no.6, p .3)" .  

I sympathise s t r o n g l y  with Mr .Phi l l ipson ' s  d i f f i c u l t y  and w i l l  ce r -  
t a i n l y  publ i sh  d e t a i l s  of t h e s e s  i f  t h e y  a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me. There i s  
another  s i d e  t o  t h i s  - it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  one has  acces s  t o  t h e  ca t a logues ,  
t o  f i n d  out and t o  o rde r  copies  of t h e s e s  from t h e  United S t a t e s  ( ~ a n a d a  i s  
more complicated) ,  bu t  what can we do t o  g e t  B r i t i s h  t h e s e s ?  There seems t o  
be no r e g u l a r  system, a v a i l a b i l i t y  of some depends on permission of  a u t h o r ,  
o t h e r s ,  Carribridge f o r  example, can be copied i f  found on t h e  she lves  of t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  Library .  Can Mr. P h i l l i p s o n  h e l p  us? 

d P.L. Shinnie .  



1977 SAAAM MEETING VENUE 

O f  t h e  small number of r e fe rences  rece ived by August 1, 

1976, it appears  t h a t  a narrow major i ty  p r e f e r s  t o  meet i n  New 

Orleans with t h e  SAA i n  e a r l y  May. Resul t s  of t h e  p o l l  was as 

fol lows : 

No of T o t a l  
Votes rank Mean 
f o r  score  -- rank 

New Orleans SAA Meetings e a r l y  May 15 24 1 .6 

Calgary by i n v i t a t i o n  Apr i l  - May 10 19 1 .9 

Berkeley by i n v i t a t i o n  e a r l y  - May 11 23 2.02 

Houston AAA Meetings Nov. - Dec. 11 32 2 .9  

S e a t t l e  AAPA Meetings Apr i l  6 1 6 2.66 

The S tee r ing  Committee w i l l  contac t  t h e  organizers  of t h e  

SAA Meetings who w i l l  be asked t o  schedule our ses s ions  before 

t h e  opening of t h e  SAA. 

David Lube11 
Sheryl  Mi l l e r  
Garth Sampson 

SAAAM Stee r ing  Committee 

( ~ d i t o r  ' s comment: Out of 128 r e c i p i e n t s  of Nyame Akuma i n  

North America only 53 responded!) 



P.A.C.P.Q.S. 1977. NAIROBI. TEL : 20611, 20141 
THE V I I I  PANAFRICAN CONGRESS OF PREHISTORY & QUATERNARY 
STUDIES 

P.O. Box 40658, NAIROBI, KENYA 
JUNE 1976 

F i r s t  C i rcu la r  

The fol lowing a r e  t h e  d a t e s  of t h e  Eighth Panafr ican  Congress 
of P reh i s to ry  and Quaternary Studies  which w i l l  t ake  p lace  i n  Kenya 
next  year .  

Ar r iva l  of members : Sunday 4 t h  September 1977 
Opening of Congress : Monday 5 t h  September 1977 
Free  day - op t iona l  excursion : Thursday 8 t h  September 1977 
Congress ends : Sunday 11 th  September 1977 

There w i l l  be var ious  excursions i n  t h e  week a f t e r  t h e  Congress: 
12th - 18th September 1977. 

The J o i n t  Organising S e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  Congress a r e  M r .  R.E. 
Leakey and M r .  John C .  Onyango-Abuje. 

The Prepara tory  Committee proposes t h a t  t h e  Congress and t h e  
papers  s h a l l  l a r g e l y  be organized around given Themes. These and o the r  
d e t a i l s  of t h e  programme w i l l  be s e t  out i n  a second c i r c u l a r  which 
w i l l  be s e n t  t o  those  who reques t  it i n  September next .  Abs t rac t s  of 
papers r e l evan t  t o  t h e  Themes w i l l  be c i r c u l a t e d  before t h e  Congress; 
t h e  p resen ta t ions  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  s t r i c t l y  t o  t e n  minutes. 

Abst rac ts  of proposed con t r ibu t ions  ( l imi t ed  t o  a maximum of 
1000 words, o r  space equivalent )  should be s e n t  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  by 
31st March 1977 so  a s  t o  allow f o r  any necessary correspondence. 
Completed manuscripts a r e  t o  be rece ived by t h e  Secre tary  no l a t e r  t h a n  
31st December 1977 t o  allow f o r  pub l i ca t ion  i n  good t ime.  Late  contr ibu-  
t i o n s  w i l l  not be accepted. 

The Reg i s t r a t ion  f e e s  w i l l  be as fol lows (only f u l l  members w i l l  
r ece ive  t h e  proceedings) : 

1. F u l l  members ... ... U.S. $100 
2. Ordinary members ... ... U.S. $ 70 
3. Student members ... ... U.S. $ 35 ... 4. Persons accompanying members U.S. $ 35 

Amounts i n  o the r  currencies  w i l l  be s p e c i f i e d  i n  a l a t e r  c i r c u l a r .  

D e t a i l s  of hos te l /ho te l  accommodation and of recommended f l i g h t s  
i n t o  Nairobi w i l l  be sen t  t o  you; Eas t  African Airways a r e  l i k e l y  t o  
provide a u s e f u l  se rv ice  f o r  most p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

I f  you wish t o  a t t end  o r  t o  r ece ive  t h e  second c i r c u l a r ,  p lease  
wr i t e  a s  soon a s  poss ib le  t o  t h e  Organizing S e c r e t a r i e s  at  P.O.Box 40658, 
Nairobi ,  Kenya. 



SPECIAL NOTICE 

The ed i t o r  has received t h e  following note from 

Professor Morgan Tamplin, Trent  Universi ty,  which he has 

requested be published i n  t h i s  i s sue  of Nyame Akuma. Please 

note t h a t  the  repor t  on C . K .  Cooke's a c t i v i t i e s  on Page 5, Issue  

110.7, were inse r ted  before t h e  f i n a l  paragraph of M .  Tamplin's 

repor t  on Botswana. We apologize f o r  t h i s ,  and f o r  any embarrass- 

ment which t he  e d i t o r i a l  comment following these  r epo r t s  may have 

caused. 

"The information provided t o  t h e  ed i t o r  of Nyame Akuma 

was of necess i ty  shor t  and it was not possible t o  thank 

a l l  of t h e  individuals  who a s s i s t ed  me during my a l l  t oo  

b r ie f  survey i n  Botswana. However, before I went i n t o  

the  f i e l d  I had corresponded with D r .  C.K.  Cooke, and he 

offered me considerable advice and ass is tance  which proved 

t o  be very helpful  i n  t he  conduct of my survey. We have 

communicated fu r t he r ,  and I hope t h a t  cooperation w i l l  

continue between myself and D r .  Cooke, as well  as other  

archaeologists  i n  Southern Africa. I wish t o  thank 

everyone f o r  t h e i r  ass is tance ."  



NEWS ITEMS 

EAST AFRICA 

B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Eas tern  Afr ica  

I n  J u l y  and August 1976, David P h i l l i p s o n  d i r e c t e d  
excavations i n  a s e r i e s  of rock- she l t e r s  at Ele Bor, s i t u a t e d  
some 10 km. south of t h e  ~ e n ~ a / ~ t h i o ~ i a  border  90 km. west of 
Moyale. Twenty-two s i t e s  were l o c a t e d  wi th in  an area of some 
20 sq .  km: two major ones were excavated and t r i a l  t r enches  sunk 
i n  two o the r s .  

Although t h e  accumulated d e p o s i t s  i n  no case exceeded one 
metre i n  depth ,  a long composite sequence was revealed  s t r e t c h i n g  
from a s tone  indus t ry  of 'MSA' aspect  t o  r ecen t  occupation. 
P a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a t t aches  t o  a succession of pre-pot tery  and 
pot tery-associa ted  m i c r o l i t h i c  aggregates ,  t h e  l a t t e r  being 
s t r a t i f i e d  with l a r g e  numbers of heav i ly  used gr inds tones .  
I d e n t i f i a b l e  f auna l  remains were recovered from n e a r l y  a l l  l e v e l s .  
The p o t t e r y  bears  l i t t l e  resemblance t o  t h a t  found previous ly  i n  
nor thern  Kenya: i n  view of Ele  Bor 's  s i t u a t i o n ,  art an a l t i t u d e  of 
almost 1000 m. ad jacent  t o  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Ethiopian escarpment, 
it seems probable t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s '  a f f i n i t i e s  a r e  with t h e  r eg ions  
t o  t h e  nor th .  

M r .  P e t e r  Garlake ( i n  a s soc ia t ion  with t h e  Eduardo Mondlane 
Univers i ty ,  ~ a p u t o )  c a r r i e d  out  a second s e r i e s  of excavations at  
t h e  zimbabwe a t  Manekweni (see  Nyame Akuma No.?). 
The fol lowing persons worked i n  a s soc ia t ion  with o r  were a s s i s t e d  by 
t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  
Michael Mehlman c a r r i e d  out a second season of excavation at Nasera 
 is is) Rock, i n  northern Tanzania (sequence of Middle through Late  
Stone ~ ~ e ) .  
Margot Nelson c a r r i e d  out a  programme of work on L a t e r  I r o n  Age and 
contemporary po t t e ry  i n  Ukambani, Kenya. 

A j o i n t  expedi t ion  by t h e  Di rec to r ,  Nevi l le  C h i t t i c k  with 
Somali col leagues i s  planned f o r  October 1976, with t h e  a i m  of 
car ry ing  out excavations a t  t h r e e  coas ta l -por t  s i t e s  i n  north- 
e a s t e r n  Somalia ( see  Nyame Akuma 8. 12) .  

Volume X I 1  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  journal  w i l l  be a s p e c i a l  
i s s u e  devoted t o  t h e  'LSA' (sensu -- l a t o )  i n  e a s t e r n  Af r i ca .  It 
w i l l  conta in  r e p o r t s  on David P h i l l i p s o n ' s  research  i n  nor thern  
Kenya and a t  Gobedra rockshe l t e r  near  Aksum. 



D r .  Odak of t h e  National Museum of Kenya and t h e  Universi ty 
of Nairobi sends t h i s  repor t :  

A s  a pa r t  of t he  p r eh i s t o r i c  A r t  project  of t h e  National 
Museum and National Archaeological survey and salvage p ro jec t  
of t he  I n s t i t u t e  of African Studies ,  a team l e d  by D r .  0. Odak 
of t he  National Museum and t he  I n s t i t u t e  of African Studies  
undertook, i n  March (12th t o  26th March 1976) a two week archaeolo- 
g i c a l  reconnaissance i n  Western and Nyanza Provinces. Although t h e  
f i e l d  work was oriented towards search f o r  t he  p r eh i s t o r i c  art s i t e s  
i n  t h e  region,  l a t e  stone Age and I ron  Age s i t e s  of relevance t o  t h e  
precolonial  h i s t o ry  of West Kenya were recorded i n  some d e t a i l .  

The aims of the  expedition were: 

(a)  preliminary invest igat ion of t he  already reported 
p reh i s to r ic  art s i t e s  t o  asce r ta in  t he  v a l i d i t y  of 
t he  repor t s  and t o  check on t h e i r  preservation.  

(b) General survey of t h e  areas  surrounding t h e  s i t e s  
f o r  possible discovery of more new s i t e s .  

( c )  cartographical  work associated with t h e  s i t e s ;  and 

(d) General survey of t he  archaeology of t h e  surrounding 
areas .  

When t he  work was completed, considerable d e t a i l s  were recorded 
concerning already reported s i t e s  and more new s i t e s  were discovered. 
The following i s  an inventory of t he  s i t e s  about which de t a i l ed  
information was collected:  - 
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Among t h e  s i t e s  v i s i t e d  Kimothon had been repor ted  and 
recorded i n  o u t l i n e  t r a c i n g s  and photography by Wright i n  1961 
but  l i t t l e  was done on i ts  archaeology on which considerable 
a t t e n t i o n  i s  being focussed i n  t h i s  expedit ion.  More photographic 
recordings  were made and a t t e n t i o n  w a s  pa id  t o  t h e  bad s t a t e  of 
preservat ion  of t h e  pa in t ing .  

Kipkulkul cave on which a r e  white pa in t ings  has  never been 
repor ted  before and it was a r e s u l t  of chance discovery when t h e  
team was looking f o r  Kimothon s i t e .  

So far t h e  most well  preserved pa in t ings  were found at  Kakapeli 
on t h e  South Eastern s i d e  of mount Elgon i n  t h e  North Teso of Busia 
D i s t r i c t .  S i tua ted  near  Chelelemuk H i l l s  t h e  s i t e  i s  on t h e  base of  a 
l a r g e  rocky outcrop protec ted  by an overhanging ledge and one s i d e  of 
t h e  U-shaped group of rocks which form p a r t  of Chelelemuk H i l l s .  

The pa in t ings  a r e  executed on a 4 x 2.5 m.  panel  of rocks  2 
metres above t h e  ground on a rockshe l t e r  whose c a v i t y  ent rance  i s  
10 metres wide and 5 metres high.  There a r e  about 40-50 i tems dep ic t ed  
and t h e i r  mean s i z e  i s  from 10cms - 30 cms. Included a r e  s i x  humans 
one of whom ou t s i zes  t h e  remaining 5, s i x  l a r g e  ante lopes  and two 
buffa los .  A hunting scene i s  c l e a r l y  depic ted  i n  which human f i g u r e  i s  
p ie rc ing  an animal - poss ib ly  an elephant  - with a spear .  A number of 
a b s t r a c t  des igns  such as two probable p h a l l i c  symbols, spider-web 
c i r c u l a r  f i g u r e s ,  s p i r a l s ,  t o r t o i s e  s h e l l ,  sp ide r  c r o s s  i n  c i r c l e ,  boat /  
basket des igns  as well  as human f i n g e r  p r i n t s  a r e  seen.  Pa in t ings  a r e  
i n  white ,  black and r e d  colours .  There a r e  about s i x  superimposi t ions.  

Kakapeli pictographs a r e ,  up t o  now, i n  a good s t a t e  of preserva-  
t i o n  although t h e  r ecen t  c l e a r i n g  of t h e  surrounding f o r e s t  f o r  a g r i c u l -  
t u r a l  purposes has  exposed them t o  g r e a t e r  e ros ion .  It i s  a l s o  not ice-  
a b l e  t h a t  ch i ld ren  have been w r i t i n g  i n  chalk and charcoal  over t h e  
painted su r face .  

Among t h e  s i t e s  v i s i t e d  were Gisambai petroglyphs.  
These a r e  t h r e e  s i t e s  within t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Gisambai shopping c e n t r e  i n  
Vihiga Divis ion  of Western Province. Two of t h e s e  s i t e s  are known 
l o c a l l y  as Wagevella and Matsingulu r e spec t ive ly  and a r e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
t h e i r  petroglyphic execution on l a r g e  outcrops of coarse g r a n i t e  with 
l a r g e  c r y s t a l  f e l s p a r  . Some w r i t e r s  ( e  . g. Chaplin i n  AZANIA ~ o l  . IX ,1974) 
have c a l l e d  t h e s e  s i t e s  majengo o r  majenga. The s i t e s  a r e  t o o  far from 

majengo shopping cen t re  t o  bear  such (majengo) name. 

D e t a i l s  about t h e s e  s i t e s  a r e  being prepared f o r  pub l i ca t ion  a long with 
o the r  s i t e s  at t h e  end of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

I n  Nyanza, not f a r  from Kisian Railway S t a t i o n ,  i s  a v i l l a g e  known as 
Kwamundhe, a sec t ion  of Nyahera sub-locat ion where t h e r e  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  
of g r a n i t e  outcrops r i s i n g  up t o  15 m .  from t h e  ground. The rocks ,  two 



of which a r e  known l o c a l l y  as Abindu have at t h e  very t o p  l a r g e  
engravings which a r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  from a f a r .  The f i g u r e s  measure 
from 40-45 m.  i n  l eng th .  Some of t h e  engraved ' f i g u r e s '  a r e  reminis-  
cent  of some phoenician and greek l e t t e r s  while t h e  r e s t  which a r e  
unrecognisable resemble t h e  engraved f i g u r e s  at  Gisambai s i t e s .  The 
a r t i f i c i a l  o r i g i n  of t h e  engravings i s  ind i spu tab le  although t h e  
people respons ib le  f o r  them i s  unc lea r .  

On a h i l l  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  South-West of K i s i i  town near  
R i o s i r i  school i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Ikoba,  not  far from Tabaka Mission 
i n  South Nyanza D i s t r i c t ,  a r e  engravings which inc lude  bao h o l e s  o r  
pock o r  cup marks, concent r ic  c i r c l e s  and as soc ia t ed  i tems,  f lower  
shaped f i g u r e s ,  f i g u r e s  of un iden t i f i ed  ' f l y i n g  o b j e c t s '  with heads 
formed of concent r ic  o r  s i n g l e  c i r c l e s ,  sun f i g u r e s ,  va r ious  s c r a t c h e s ,  
c i r c l e s  and c i r c u l a r  ob jec t s  and o t h e r s .  I n  a l l  t h e r e  a r e  50 s t i l l  
recognisable i tems each with a mean s i z e  of about 30 cm. Among t h e s e  
t h e  concent r ic  c i r c l e s  and as soc ia t ed  f i g u r e s  range first i n  frequency 
of occurrence. This  order  i s  followed by f i g u r e s  d e p i c t i n g  " f l y i n g  
objec ts"  with concent r ic  c i r c u l a r  heads. Then comes t h e  bao holes/cup 
o r  pock marks. This  d i s t r i b u t i o n  can be schematised t h i s : -  

3ao ho les  
'Pock' o r  
I cup ' marks 

Number I 
recorde? 10 
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c i r c l e s  
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(:Er 
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o r  not )  

Scra tches  
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t e d  [ 

Flower 
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Fur ther  South on an i s l a n d  of Lake Sango ( v i c t o r i a )  known as Mfan'g 
ano is  a pic tographic  s i t e ,  previous ly  r epor t ed  (J .H . Chaplin, AZANIA,  
1~,1974)  but not f u l l y  s tudied .  It i s  known l o c a l l y  by t h e  name of t h e  
h i l l  on which it i s  found and conta ins  geometric and schematic p a i n t i n g s  
executed on t h e  wal l  under an overhanging rockshe l t e r .  With a pa in ted  
a r e a  measuring 9 x 5 m . ,  l e s s  than  ha l f  of t h e  pa in t ings  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  
with t h e  r e s t  showing nothing but  r e d  coloured p a i n t  on t h e  rock suggest-  
i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  ex is tence  of p a i n t s  which have been o b l i t e r a t e d .  S t i l l  
v i s i b l e  a r e  about 22 i tems inc luding s p i r a l s  o r  s p i r a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  f i g u r e s ,  
semi-concentric c i r c l e s ,  rec tangular  o r  rec tangular  a s soc ia t ed  f i g u r e s  
cosmic o r  astronomical ly a s soc ia t ed  f i g u r e s  e t c .  



The numerical r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  v i s i b l e  f i g u r e s  a r e  as fol lows:-  

This  c h a r t  shows t h a t  among t h e  preserved drawings, c i r c l e s  
predominate. There i s  no reason why t h i s  tendency should not  
have been t h e  case with regard  t o  t h e  o b l i t e r a t e d  sec t ion .  

Item Number o f  o b j e c t s  Approximate % 
st i l l  v i s i b l e  of t o t a l  

recognisable  

Since t h e  completion of f i e l d  work, a number of r e p o r t s  have 
been rece ived from t h e  publ ic  concerning t h e  discovery of more s i t e s  
with pa in t ings  and engravings i n  West Kenya. These w i l l  be s t u d i e d ,  
v i s i t e d  and recorded f o r  f u r t h e r  work as t h e  p r o j e c t  moves i n t o  new 
s t ages .  What can be s a i d  at t h i s  s t age  i s  t h a t  Kenya, though l i t t l e  
known with regard  t o  p r e h i s t o r i c  art, i s  comparable wi th ,  and perhaps 
surpasses t h e  neighbouring coun t r i e s  about which much has  been done i n  
t h i s  l i n e  of research .  This  r e p o r t  has  not  included a summary of t h e  
new Late Stone Age and I r o n  Age s i t e s  recorded dur ing  t h e  f i e l d  work 
with relevance t o  t h e  precolonia l  h i s t o r y  of Kenya. These w i l l  be 
p re l imina r i ly  repor ted  l a t e r ,  although f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  of t h e  few A r t  
s i t e s  mentioned can be sought from t h e  r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  "RESEARCH 
PROGRAMME ON KENYAN ANTIQUITIES P r e h i s t o r i c  A r t  i n  Kenya, Progress  
Report No.11 a ,  Nairobi 1974." Th i s  can be obtained from t h e  National  
Archaeological survey and salvage p ro jec t  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of African 
S tud ies ,  Univers i ty  of Nairobi o r  from t h e  National  Museum, Department 
of Ethnography. 
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D r .  L.H. Robbins of Michigan S t a t e  Univers i ty  r e p o r t s :  

Addit ional  f ieldwork was c a r r i e d  out  i n  t h e  Lake Turkana 
area of Northwest Kenya dur ing  1975-76. Fur ther  excavations were 
conducted at Lothagam and a l a r g e r  sample of s tone  t o o l s  from t h e  
"upper area" of t h e  s i t e  was recovered. A number of human b u r i a l s  
were a l s o  excavated and these  included t h e  first d e f i n i t e  grave 
goods found at  Lothagam. Also, evidence of v io lence  w a s  noted f o r  
one of t h e  b u r i a l s .  

A number of important new s i t e s  were discovered d'uring an  
archaeologica l  survey of anc ien t  beaches of Lake Turkana. Excava- 
t i o n s  were conducted at t h e  s i t e  of  Lopoy which was l o c a t e d  dur ing  
t h e  survey. Th i s  s i t e  was masked by extens ive  f i s h  middens, hea r th  
a r e a s ,  ash  a r e a s  and a d i s t i n c t  mic ro l i th - r i ch  a rea .  The deeply 
grooved ceramics which were abundant i n  t h e  f i s h  middens proved t o  
be e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s ince  t h e y  occur i n  a broad a r e a  i n  
Northwest Kenya, but p r i o r  t o  t h e  discovery of Lopoy l i t t l e  could 
be s a i d  about t h e  context and d a t i n g  of t h e  p o t t e r y .  The fauna 
conta ins  an abundance of t i l a p i a ,  Ni le  perch,  c a t f i s h  and o t h e r  
spec ies  of f i s h  as wel l  as c rocod i l e s  and t u r t l e s .  Mammals a r e  not  
abundant but do inc lude  e i t h e r  sheep o r  goa t s .  Radiocarbon samples 
have been submitted. 

Ethnoarchaeological work which proved t o  be very  r e l evan t  t o  
t h e  work at Lopoy was accomplished at  t h e  modern l a k e  edge. A 
t r a d i t i o n a l  f i sherman 's  abandoned camp was p a r t i a l l y  excavated with 
t h e  fisherman who formerly l i v e d  a t  t h e  camp. The same ind iv idua l  
a l s o  helped excavate and i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  f i s h  at Lopoy. 

Th i s  research  w a s  funded by t h e  National  Science Foundation. 

M r .  M.  Lynch, a l s o  of Michigan S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  sends t h e  following: 

During 1975-76 excavations were conducted on two mortuary 
s i t e s  southwest of Lake Turkana. The mortuary s i t e s ,  c a l l e d  
Namoratunga by t h e  l o c a l  Turkana, a r e  loca ted  on two b a s a l t  h i l l s  
l e s s  than  1 km. a p a r t  between t h e  Kerio and Kangatet Rivers .  The 
southernmost of t h e s e  contained 162 s tone  c a i r n s  while t h e  o t h e r  
contained 11. I n  a l l  a t o t a l  of 40 of t h e s e  graves were randomly 
excavated. The graves cons is ted  of  a p i t  u sua l ly  about 2 m .  deep 
containing one b u r i a l .  Approximately 80 cm. above t h e  b u r i a l  w a s  
placed one l a r g e  s tone  s l a b  o f t e n  weighing more than  300 pounds. 
The remaining 1-1.5 m .  of t h e  p i t  w a s  f i l l e d  with l a r g e  h o r i z o n t a l l y  
layered  stone s l a b s .  I n  a l l  t h e  graves contained from 10.5 t o  .5 t o n s  
of rock.  Immediately c i r c l i n g  t h e s e  h o r i z o n t a l l y  l aye red  s l a b s  was a 
s e r i e s  of upr ight  s tones  placed edge t o  edge so  a s  t o  form a c i r c l e .  
Some of these  monoliths were as t a l l  as 1.5 m. These c i r c l e s  ranged 
i n  diameter from 1.5 t o  4.5 m .  



About 25% of t h e s e  173 graves were decorated with petroglyphs.  
I n  a l l  excavated cases  only males were i n t e r r e d  i n  graves with decora- 
t e d  monoliths. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  decora t ion  on t h e  monoliths them- 
s e l v e s ,  both b a s a l t  h i l l s  contained l a r g e  numbers of  petroglyphs.  I n  
a l l  well  over 1000 petroglyphs were recorded with 150 d i f f e r e n t  des igns  
represented .  For t h e  most p a r t  t h e s e  des igns  were simple geometric 
forms, but  some animal and perhaps human f i g u r e s  were noted. 

The b u r i a l s  themselves d isp layed s e v e r a l  p a t t e r n s .  I n  a l l  
cases  t h e y  were f l exed  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  and o r i en ted  i n  e i t h e r  a 
nor th ,  south ,  east o r  west d i r e c t i o n .  Var ia t ion  from t h e  four  c a r d i n a l  
d i r e c t i o n s  w a s  l e s s  than  lo0.' It w a s  a l s o  noted t h a t  only males were 
i n t e r r e d  i n  graves over 2.2 m .  i n  diameter .  It seems t h a t  only a small 
percentage of t h e  b u r i a l s  were female (approximately 3%),  perhaps 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  access  t o  t h e  s i t e  w a s  confined t o  a s o c i a l l y  def ined  
few. 

S imi la r  s i t e s  were noted approximately 110 mi les  t o  t h e  nor th  
near  Lake Turkana and t o  t h e  southeas t  i n  t h e  Suguta Valley. 

Pending radiocarbon d a t i n g ,  it i s  impossible t o  determine t h e  
exact  temporal p o s i t i o n  and c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  of  t h e s e  s i t e s .  The 
presence of l a r g e  numbers of domesticated c a t t l e  and sheep (and/or goat )  
bones i n  t h e  grave f i l l  seems t o  a t t e s t  t o  at l e a s t  a p a r t i a l  p a s t o r a l i s t  
mode of subs is tence  f o r  t h e  makers. It seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e s e  s i t e s  
bear  d i r e c t l y  upon recen t  populat ion movements i n  Northern Kenya, t h u s  
f i l l i n g  an important void i n  t h e  p r e h i s t o r y  of t h e  a rea .  Th i s  r e sea rch  
was funded by t h e  National Science Foundation. 

D r .  Rolland of t h e  Univers i ty  of V i c t o r i a  sends t h e  fol lowing,  which 
i s  a l l  we have on D r .  Nelson's r ecen t  a c t i v i t i e s :  

My a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s  year  i n  Eas t  Afr ica  were as p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
member i n  t h e  excavation a t  t h e  Masai Gorge rockshe l t e r ,  NW of Lake 
Naivasha and on t h e  s lope  of M t .  Eburru, i n  t h e  Kenya R i f t  Valley. Th i s  
a c t i v i t y  was p a r t  of t h e  p ro jec t  d i r e c t e d  by C .  Nelson, a s s i s t e d  by 
J .  Bower, on an archaeologica l  and quaternary research  reconnaissance i n  
t h e  Kenya R i f t  Valley which i s  probably familiar t o  you. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  my 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was i n  order  t o  acquaint  myself with p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of 
f i e l d  research  i n  East  Afr ica ,  which f o r  me rep resen t s  a new resea rch  
o r i e n t a t i o n .  Hi the r to ,  I have been involved p r imar i ly  i n  an  a n a l y s i s  of 
t h e  Middle P a l a e o l i t h i c  i n  Southwestern and Mediterranean France 
( ~ h  .D. , Univers i ty  of Cambridge, 1976). I a m  planning f u r t h e r  a c t i v i -  
t i e s  i n  East  Afr ica  f o r  1977, of a prel iminary na ture  and hope t o  begin 
an independent p ro jec t  of my own t h e r e  i n  t h e  fol lowing yea r ,  events  
permi t t ing .  



Having typed t h i s  last i tem f o r t u n a t e l y  

t h e  fol lowing Stop Press  news has  j u s t  been rece ived from 

D r .  Bower of Iowa S t a t e  Univers i ty .  

The Univers i ty  of Mkssachusetts Archaeological Expedit ion 

t o  Kenya has  r e c e n t l y  completed a year  of f i e l d  work on t h e  LSA 

i n  t h e  Gregory R i f t  between Lake Bogoria and M t .  Suswa and 

neighboring a r e a s .  A s t r a t i f i e d ,  systematic  survey generated a 

sample of j u s t  over 100 s i t e s  ranging from MSA t o  La te r  I r o n  Age; 

about 1@ of t h e s e  were t e s t e d ,  and t h r e e  sites were ex tens ive ly  

excavated. Addit ional  s i t e s  were dug at Lukenya H i l l .  The 

research  focused on c u l t u r a l  adapta t ions  i n  t h e  time range 8000 

t o  2000 B.P. and included an i n t e n s i v e  s tudy of t h e  Nakurm- 

Elmentei ta  bas in  through t h e  exposures of l a c u s t r i n e  and a l l u v i a l  

depos i t s  at Nderit  D r i f t .  The expedi t ion  w a s  l e d  by Charles  Nelson 

of t h e  Univers i ty  of Mass. ( ~ o s t o n )  and co-directed by John Bower 

of Iowa S t a t e  Univers i ty .  A prel iminary account of t h e  work i s  t o  

be published i n  Azania X I I .  



TANZANIA 

From M r .  Mturi ,  D i rec to r  of An t iqu i t i e s  comes t h e  fo l lowing 
r e p o r t  on research  i n  Tanzania, 

(1 ) West Kiliman j a ro  

The fol lowing Carbon 14 determinat ions have been obtained 
from charcoal  recovered dur ing  t h e  1975 excavations.  

(a) Wasendo Madukani : 
GX 3910 1885 f 120 (=A.D. 65) 

These d a t e s  a r e  comparable t o  those  obtained f o r  t h e  Maua 
Farm. Wasendo Madukani i s  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  South of t h e  Maua Farm 
S i t e .  The obs id ian  a r t e f a c t s  a r e  broadly s i m i l a r  t o  those  of Maua 
Farm though technologica l ly  they  a r e  l e s s  we l l  made. The p o t t e r y  i s  
however d i f f e r e n t  bearing i n c i s e d  grooved l i n e a r  decora t ion .  

(b)  Simba S i t e  I 

Both samples came from s p i t s  with p o t t e r y  sherds .  Th i s  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  dated archaeologica l  occurrence with p o t t e r y  
i n  Tanzania and probably i n  E a s t ,  Cent ra l  and Southern Afr ica .  

(2)  Olduvai Gorge and L a e t o l i l  

D r .  M.D .  Leakey resumed h e r  research  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  
L a e t o l i l  s i t e  i n  J u l y ,  1976. Th i s  research  season w i l l  a l s o  inc lude  
b r i e f  reconnaissance work at t h e  Wembere bas in  which had previous ly  
produced f o s s i l  bones. 

(3)  Apis  a as era) Rock: M r .  Michael Melham spent  t h e  per iod  August 
1975 March, March 1976 undertaking a n a l y s i s  of h i s  f i n d s  from t h e   ase era excavations.  I n  a l l  he h a s  recovered approximately 40,000 
a r t e f a c t s  of &tone ,  thousands of bone f ~ a g m e n t s  and 200 p o t t e r y  
sherds . 
He resumed excavations a t  t h e  s i t e  dur ing  Apr i l .  

(4)  Lake Ndutu: 
D r . J . M .  H a r r i s ,  of t h e  National  Museums of Kenya, undertook 

t h e  prel iminary study and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  Lake ~ d u t u  fauna 
recovered dur ing  t h e  1973 and 1974 excavations. 



J u s t  over 300 specimens could be i d e n t i f i e d  and of t h e s e  
nea r ly  two t h i r d s  a r e  bovid fragments. Suid and Equid specimens 
were r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  second and t h i r d  most common remains. I n  
a l l  14 t a x a  were recognised. The i d e n t i f i a b l e  spec ies  inc lude  
Elephas, Equus and among t h e  Ar t iodacty l  Connochaetes, Damaliscus, 
and Reduna. Others a r e  a spec ies  of Gazel la ,  Giraffa and two 
spec ies  of Suid inc luding Stylochoerus.  Among t h e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
spec ies  it i s  only t h e  Suids and e lephants  which are e x t i n c t  taxa. 

Messrs McBrearty, Waane and Wynn of t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  
r e p o r t  : 

During t h e  months of June and J u l y ,  1976, we undertook a 
prel iminary reconnaissance i n  Mbeya Region, Tanzania. We con- 
cen t ra t ed  on t h e  drainages of t h r e e  of t h e  major r i v e r s  of t h e  
region:  t h e  Songwe (southern)  which flows i n t o  Lake Nyasa and 
which c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  border between Tanzania and Malawi f o r  
much of i ts  l eng th ;  t h e  K i w i r a ,  which f lows from t h e  highlands 
west of t h e  Rungwe volcano i n t o  Lake Nyasa; and t h e  Songwe 
(northern)  which flows nor th  from t h e s e  highlands i n t o  Lake Rukwa. 

The southern Songwe proved d isappoint ing .  Evidence f o r  
Stone Age occupation was l i m i t e d  t o  an occasional  f l a k e  o r  core i n  
unce r t a in  c o t t e x t .  Evidence f o r  t h e  I r o n  Age f a r e d  b e t t e r .  I r o n  
s l a g  and tuye res  were found a t  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  and s c a t t e r s  of 
potsherds ,  mostly undiagnost ic ,  were f a i r l y  common. The presence 
of a dimple based sherd and a copper r i n g  from one s i t e  sugges ts  
t h e  presence of I r o n  Age communities from t h e  e a r l i e s t p e r i o d  who 
perhaps had t r a d e  contac ts  with t h e  copper mining a r e a s  t o  t h e  
west.  However, t h e  sample w a s  no t  s u b s t a n t i a l  enough t o  warrant 
comparisons with any known I r o n  Age c u l t u r e s .  

The survey of t h e  K i w i r a  concentrated on t h e  middle reaches  
of t h e  r i v e r  near  t h e  Ilima Col l i e ry .  L i t t l e  i n  t h e  way of I r o n  
Age occupation was discovered but  an i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t h i c  assemblage 
w a s  found i n  su r face  s c a t t e r s  of varying dens i ty  on many of t h e  
r idge  tops .  One s i t e  at  Kala w a t e r f a l l  w a s  t e s t e d .  The excavated 
assemblage i s  charac ter ized  by Leva l lo i s  type f l a k e s  along with 
f l a k e s  from d i s c  cores  and occasional  f l a k e s  from b ipo la r  cores .  
The only formal t o o l s  a r e  sc rape r s  and bur ins .  The raw m a t e r i a l  i s  . 
c h e r t ,  quar tz  and q u a r t z i t e .  No ma te r i a l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  chronometric 
d a t i n g  was recovered s o ,  f o r  t h e  tlme being,  t h e  chronological  posi- 
t i o n  of t h i s  assemblage must remain uncer ta in .  



Three morphologically d i s t i n c t  assemblage types  were r e -  
covered from t h e  middle reaches of t h e  nor thern  Songwe. The first 
c o n s i s t s  of r o l l e d  che r t  'Ear ly  Stone Age' a r t i f a c t s :  handaxes, 
s c rape r s ,  e t c . ,  found i n  t h e  a l l u v i a l  g rave l s  of t h e  lower t e r r a c e s .  
Morphologically 'Middle Stone Age' assemblages, executed i n  va r ious  
types  of r a w  ma te r i a l ,  and inc luding numbers of d i s c  co res ,  L e v a l l o i s  
f l a k e s  and occasional  sc rape r s ,  occur both i n  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  context  
and as t h i n  but  a r e a l l y  extens ive  su r face  s c a t t e r s  around t h e  r i m  of 
t h e  gorge. 'La ter  Stone Age' type  a r t i f a c t s ,  smal ler  f l a k e s ,  b l ades ,  
and b l a d e l e t s  almost inva r i ab ly  i n  c h e r t ,  l ikewise  a r e  found both as 
su r face  s c a t t e r s  and i n  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  context .  

We a r e  p resen t ly  i n  t h e  process  of prepar ing  a prel iminary 
r e p o r t  f o r  Tanzania Notes and Records. We would l i k e  t o  thank both 
t h e  Divis ion  of An t iqu i t i e s ,  Minis t ry  of Culture and Youth, Tanzania 
and t h e  Department of Anthropology, u n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s ,  Urbana, 
without whose a s s i s t a n c e  t h i s  research  could not  have been undertaken. 

Excavations at Qasr Ibrim , 1976 from D r .  W . Y . Adams , 
Univers i ty  of Kentucky 

From January t o  March, 1976, t h e  Egypt Explorat ion Socie ty  
of Great B r i t a i n  resumed i ts  b i e n n i a l  excavations at Qasr Ibrim, i n  
Egyptian Nubia. This  g rea t  walled c i t a d e l ,  once s i t u a t e d  high on a 
promontory overlooking t h e  Ni le ,  is now an i s l a n d  e n t i r e l y  surrounded 
by t h e  waters  of Lake Nasser. It i s  t h e  last major a rchaeologica l  
s i t e  i n  Lower Nubia which has  not  been inundated, and where sa lvage  
excavations necess i t a t ed  by t h e  Aswan High Dam a r e  still i n  progress .  

Excavation i n  1976, a s  i n  t h e  two previous seasons (see  Nyame 
Akuma No. 3, pp. 42-3) , concentrated pr imar i ly  on v i l l a g e  remains of 
t h e  'X-Group' o r  Ballana per iod ,  d a t i n g  between approximately 350 and 
550 A . D .  A contiguous a r e a  about 70 m. square has  now been c l ea red  
down t o  t h i s  l e v e l ,  r evea l ing  a dense c l u s t e r  of s t o u t l y  b u i l t  s tone  
houses arranged i n  blocks along more o r  l e s s  s t r a i g h t ,  i n t e r s e c t i n g  
s t r e e t s .  Many of t h e  bui ld ings  were o r i g i n a l l y  two s t o r e y s  h igh ,  and 
they  a r e  f u r t h e r  remarkable f o r  t h e  presence of deep subterranean 
s torage  chambers below t h e  f l o o r s .  They a r e  q u i t e  u n l i k e  anything 
previously known from t h e  Ballana period.  

The Ballana v i l l a g e  grew up around t h e  remains of a much o l d e r  
temple, o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  by t h e  Nubian Pharaoh Taharqa i n  t h e  7 t h  
century B.C. and subsequently r epa i red  many times. 



The excavations of 1976 d i sc losed  a por t i co  which had been added 
t o  t h e  temple i n  Meroi t ic  t imes  (?loo-300 A . D . ) ;  t h e y  a l s o  revealed  
t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  w a s  converted t o  a church dur ing ,  and apparent ly  
wel l  before  t h e  end o f ,  t h e  Bal lana  per iod .  Th i s  sugges t s  an  
e a r l i e r  d a t e  f o r  t h e  in t roduc t ion  of  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  Nubia, o r  at 
l e a s t  t o  Qasr Ibrim, than  has  u s u a l l y  been supposed. 

Near t h e  end of t h e  season a very  cur ious  and s o  far unex- 
p la ined  complex of s t r u c t u r e s  came t o  l i g h t  at t h e  southern edge of 
t h e  s i t e .  The c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  i s  a l a r g e  c i r c u l a r  enclosure  between 
15 and 20 m. i n  diameter ,  wi th in  a heavy w a l l  of c u t  s tone .  Adjoin- 
i n g  t h e  s tone  enclosure is a network of s t o u t l y  b u i l t  but  improbably 
curving b r i ck  w a l l s  which do not  seem t o  r e f l e c t  any o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n .  
Both t h e  s tone  and b r i ck  w a l l s  a r e  mortared with l ime cement i n  p lace  
of t h e  usual  mud a n d a n g  found i n  Nubian s i t e s .  These s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
ev iden t ly  o lde r  than  e i t h e r  t h e  Bal lana  houses o r  t h e  Meroi t ic  temple 
p o r t i c o ,  and may be of Roman o r i g i n .  The i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be a 
main f e a t u r e  of t h e  next season 's  excavations at Qasr Ibr im,  planned 
f o r  January,  1978. 

Once again ,  and f o r  t h e  t h i r d  season i n  a row, t h e  excavations 
at  Qasr Ibrim yie lded  t e x t u a l  ma te r i a l s  of u n p a r a l l e l l e d  importance. 
On t h e  f l o o r  of a  Ballana house was found a c o l l e c t i o n  of four  papyrus 
documents, of which t h r e e  a r e  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  The l a r g e s t  and most 
important i s  a l e t t e r  i n  a r a t h e r  c o l l o q u i a l  l o c a l  ve r s ion  of Greek, 
addressed e i t h e r  by a King of t h e  Blemmye t o  a King of t h e  Nobatae o r  
v i c e  versa .  (unce r t a in ty  r e s u l t s  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  conventional case  
endings a r e  missing throughout t h e  document ,) The l e t t e r  speaks at 
some length  of t h e  depredat ions of a c e r t a i n  S i l k o ,  and c a l l s  f o r  an  
a l l i a n c e  between t h e  two kings  t o  suppress him. Th i s  document e s t a -  
b l i s h e s  beyond doubt t h e  co-existence of two e t h n i c  groups, t h e  Blernmye 
and t h e  Nobatae, i n  t h e  Nile Valley dur ing  Ballana times--an i s s u e  which 
h a s  previously been sub jec t  t o  much controversy.  It a l s o  g ives  u s  a 
good d e a l  of d e t a i l  about S i l k o ,  a  shadowy king  whose name has  previous- 
l y  been known only  from an i n s c r i p t i o n  of  h i s  own at Kalabsha. 

The t h r e e  documents accompanying t h e  a fo resa id  l e t t e r  a r e  a l l  i n  
Coptic,  and rep resen t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  known occurrences of t h a t  language 
i n  Nubia. They were addressed by a high Chr i s t i an  o f f i c i a l  i n  Egypt t o  
someone namdMoses, who was ev iden t ly  a l s o  a C h r i s t i a n .  Here again  is 
evidence f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  wel l  before  t h e  d a t e  u s u a l l y  
suggested f o r  i ts  in t roduc t ion  i n  Nubia. None of t h e  f o u r  documents i s  
a c t u a l l y  da ted ,  but  t h e  archaeologica l  context  v i r t u a l l y  r u l e s  out a 
d a t i n g  l a t e r  than  t h e  end of t h e  5 t h  century A.D. f 

A s  i n  every year  s ince  1963, t h e  excavations at Qasr Ibrim were 
d i r e c t e d  by P r 0 f . J .  Martin Plumley of  Cambridge Univers i ty  and were 
supported mainly by t h e  Egypt Explorat ion Socie ty .  Addit ional  support  
w a s  provided by t h e  Po l i sh  Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, t h e  
Smithsonian Foreign Currency Program, and t h e  Univers i ty  of Kentucky 
(USA). 



PREHISTORIC STUDIES OF THE SIVA OASIS REGION 
NORTHWESTERN EGYPT 

by 
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BACKGROUND AND RESEARCH PROBLET/IS 

The region  of Siwa o a s i s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of 

t h e  Egyptian Sahara,  i s  of key importance i n  understanding t h e  

l i n k  between t h e  seve ra l  c u l t u r a l  provinces where sys temat ic  arch- 

aeo log ica l  research  h a s  been undertaken. These provinces inc lude  

t h e  Levant,  t h e  Nile  Valley, t h e  Maghreb, and t h e  southern por t ion  

of t h e  Egyptian Sahara. Researchers have always puzzled about t h e  

p lace  of Siwa i n  p reh i s to ry .  Therefore,  t h e  prel iminary r e s u l t s  

published by McBurney ( McBurney and Hey, 1955) on t h e  un- 

systematic  c o l l e c t i o n  made by an  amateur a rchaeo log i s t ,  Dr.C.Willett-  

Cunnington i n  1918, have been repeatedly  c i t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Th i s  is indeed an unfortunate s i t u a t i o n  because t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  made 

by Willett-Cunnington w a s  from many l o c a l i t i e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  of d i f f e -  

r e n t  ages.  Professor  McBurneyls s tudy was l i m i t e d  t o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  

of t h e  major typo log ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and t r e a t e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  

as a s i n g l e  e n t i t y .  

The first survey,  supported by t h e  National  Science 

Foundation and t h e  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , w a s  conducted dur ing  t h e  

first season (1975) of t h e  present  p r o j e c t ,  which w a s  preceded by a 

s h o r t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  o a s i s  i n  t h e  summer of 1974. The ob jec t ive  of t h e  

first season w a s  t o  undertake an i n t e n s i v e  survey and t o  t e s t  t h e  

archaeologica l  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  Siwa o a s i s  region  and t o  explore t h e  

Quaternary geology of t h e  region .  A second 

season was conducted t h i s  year  (1976) and h a s  been success fu l ly  com- 

p le t ed .  This  communication summarizes t h e  prel iminary r e s u l t s  of t h e  

first season. 

Surveying was undertaken i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of t h e  town of  Siwa t o  

t h e  G a r a  o a s i s ,  ( a l s o  known as Qara o a s i s )  one of t h e  many l i t t l e  oases ,  

which belong t o  t h e  Siwa o a s i s  region  (Fig .1 ,  ) .  The a r e a  west of 

Siwa o a s i s ,  v i s i t e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  summer of 1974, was inaccess ib le  as a 

r e s u l t  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  between Libya and Egypt a t  t h a t  t ime.  





Our r e s u l t s  revealed t h e  presence of 35 occurrences and s i t e s .  

Although t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and content  of a l l  t h e s e  occur- 

rences  i s  important f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  of human hab i t a -  

t i o n  and occupation of t h e  Siwa o a s i s  r eg ion ,  t h e  s i t e s  which 

promise t o  provide t h e  g r e a t e s t  amount of information a r e  t h e  

Hat iye t  Um e l - H i p s  s i t e  complexes 75/6 and 75/31, t h e  Shiyata  

S i t e  No. 1, t h e  G a r a  s i t e  complex 75/22-28, and Zeitoun Himeimat 

75/29 and 75/30 

The Hat iye t  Um e l - H i p s  - S i t e  Complexes 

The Hat iye t  Um el-Hiyus i s  a "mud" pan s i t u a t e d  30 km e a s t  

of t h e  town of Siwa ( ~ i g . 1 ) .  It i s  access ib le  through t h e  Siwa- 

G a r a  road. The Hat iye t  (Arabic f o r  a r e a  of vege ta t ion ,  

a l s o  ~ a t t i ~ a )  i s  2 km south of t h e  road.  It i s  a dish-shaped 

shallow depress ion ,  a few meters below t h e  surrounding Miocene 

pediment. Its f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of loamy c l a y ,  covered a t  t h e  edges 

by s lope  wash sand. The surface  of t h e  loamy c l a y  i s  s l i g h t l y  

rubef ied  and shows evidence of contemporary d i s s e c t i o n  by r i l l w a s h  

and d e f l a t i o n .  The pan i s  d o t t e d  by small phytogenic dunes which 

a r e  i n  general  below 2 m i n  he igh t .  

The major s i t e  complexes a r e  75/5 & 75/6 on t h e  nor thern  

edge of t h e  pan and 75/31 on t h e  southern edge. The 75/5 & 75/6 
s i t e  complex covers an a r e a  about 25 x 40 m.  A sample c o l l e c t e d  

from an a r e a  6 x 9 m i n  s i t e  75/5 showed t h e  predominance of 

backed m i c r o l i t h i c  b lades ,  mainly of t h e  s t r a i g h t  backed v a r i e t y .  

Burins,  perf  o r a t o r s  and microburins were present  ( ~ i ~ .  2) . Ost r i ch  

eggshel l  fragments were abundant. A d a t e  on o s t r i c h  eggshel l  of  

8154+65 - B.P. was obtained p lac ing  t h e  s i t e  i n t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  

of t h e  Holocene. 

I n  con t ra s t  with t h e  75/5 & 75/6 complex, s i t e  75/31 covers  

an a r e a  of 70 x 100 m .  The s i t e  showed a predominance of bu r ins ,  

represented by s i n g l e  d ihedra l ,  and double, v a r i e t i e s .  The bur in  

f a c e t s  were e i t h e r  snapped o r  t runca ted .  Endscrapers,  p e r f o r a t o r s ,  

d e n t i c u l a t e s ,  and microburins, i n  



Fig.2--Artifacts from s i t e  75/5 



Fig.3--Artifacts from site 75/31 



addition to backed microlithic and macrolithic blades. A pressure flaked 

biface and a Levallois core were identified (Fig. 3). Hearth clusters on extinct 

dunes are present at Um el-Hiyus (e.g. 75/12). They seem to belong to late 

Holocene occupation. 

Shiyata Site No. 1 

Shiyata is a small deserted depression 37 km northwest of the town of Siwa. 

The depression is filled in part by a saline lake. The site was located on a 

narrow pediment overlooking the lake. It consists of a semi-circle of stones 

with a thin concentration of artifacts within the stone enclosure (Fig. 4). A 

scatter of artifacts was also noticed surrounding the enclosure. A systematic 

study of a part of the enclosure revealed the presence of clusters separate of 

cores, and tools, and thermally discolored sand associated with fire-cracked 

stones (a hearth). The site represents undoubtedly a transient encampment. 

The stone semi-circle is apparantly the foundation of a windshelter. It was 

observed that the opening in the stone enclosure was opposite to the direction 

of the predominant northerly wind. The tools included a denticulated end- 

scraper, a simple endscraper on a blade, a simple perforator, a double burin, a 

backed bladelet, notched piece, and a microlithic geometric triangle. Ostrich 

eggshell fragments from the site yielded a radiocarbon date of 8817+77 B.P. - 

Zeitoun-Himeimat 

The village of Zeitoun is about 35 km southwest of the town of Siwa. 

El-Himeimat, three dark hills, are situated about 50 km east of Zeitoun. Site 

75/29 was located 30 km east of Zeitoun on the Zeitoun-Himeimat trail. The two 

sites are 1.1 km apart. Site 75/29 yielded an endscraper, a composite tool, a 

raclette, and a biface (Fig. 5). A radiocarbon date on ostrich eggshell from 



cores 

A tools 

d stone slabs 

--- r - - - - heat discolored sand - 
B blades 

X debitage , ostrich eggshell fragments 

Fig.4--Floor plan of Shiyata Site No.1 



Fig.5--Artifacts from Zeitoun Himeimat Site No.29 



75/29 provides an age of 6811+76 - B.P. 

Gara Sites -- 
The Gara oasis is one of several oases which constitute the Siwa oasis 

belt. It lies 130 krn northeast of the town of Siwa. The oasis is located in 

a depression 16 krn in length and 8 k m  in width. The total number of inhabit- 

ants was 156 during our visit to the oasis. The depression is fed by 

numerous brackish springs and sabkha soils are abundant. There are no saline 

lakes in the oasis at present. A site complex of 7 sites, one of which 75/27 

with an area of 70 x 70 m consisting of numerous sub-concentrations were 

located 1.85 km east of the Gara settlement. The tools are predominated by 

burins, denticulates, perforators, and backed macrolithic and microlithic 

blades. Microburins are absent. Endscrapers, scaled pieces, and notches are 

present. There is also an abundance of small points (arrowheads). A radio- 

carbon date on ostrich eggshell of 8258+73 - B.P. was obtained from site 75/27. 

Quaternary Geology 

Geologic observations of surface exposures and from stratigraphic test 

pits reveal intensive erosion prior to the Late Pleistocene. Destruction of 

younger deposits has also occurred in the areas now covered by Sabkha and 

saline lakes. A stratigraphic sequence and a series of climatic events are 

here suggested. Further analyses now underway and future work in the second 

season will serve to test this initial formulation. 

(1) ~rosion down to Miocene bedrock. 

(2) Accumulation of loamy deposits shallow depression under a climatic 

regime of sub-arid conditions, with gentle rains. Average annual 

precipitation was perhaps around 50 mm. 

(3) A period of aridity like that of today prevailed. The transition 

was gradual. This led to the formation of a sheet of slopewash 



Fig.6--Artifacts from Gara oasis site 75/27 



Fig.7--Artifacts from Gara oasis site 75/27 



sands on top of the older loamy deposits  with s a l t  incrustations.  

(4) A return t o  s l i gh t ly  moist conditions and formation of an upper 

un i t  of loamy deposits. The deposition of the sediments of ( 2 ) , ( 3 ) ,  

and (4) perhaps range from ca. 20,000 o r  before t o  ca. 8,000 B.P. 

(5) A period of erosion a t  ca. 8,000-7,000 B.P. i n  the areas covered 

by ground water fed lakes. The lakes shrank i n  s ize ,  dunes advanced 

along lake shores, small unvegetated t o  s l i gh t ly  vegetated dunes 

formed i n  areas perhaps a t  ca. 7,000-4,500 B.P., formerly the s i t e s  

of the accumulation of loamy material  i n  shallow ponded pans. 

This period r e f l ec t s  both loca l  a r id i ty  and a drop i n  the water 

table.  

(6),(7) Progressively a r id  conditions led t o  increasing shrinkage of 

lakes and dessication of lake evaporites. Gypsum dunes were formed 

along the lake shores (34,500-2,500 B.P.). Under t h i s  a r i d  

regime, the dunes i n  the pans developed a pronounced s a l t  crust. 

(8),(9) Sl ight ly  increased precipi ta t ion (?ca.2,500 B.P.) supported some 

vegetation. The dunes i n  the pans were colonized by Tamarix. 

The vegetation today i s  declining and a s a l t  c rus t  i s  develop- 

ing on top of the dunes. Slopewash sand i s  now accumulating a t  

the edges of the deflated pans. 

Discussion 

The r e su l t s  of the f i r s t  season reveal t h a t  the region of Siwa oas i s  

provides evidence fo r  human occupation during the e a r l i e r  p a r t  of the Holocene. 

The dates now available indicate t ha t  the occupation was associated with the 

l a t e r  pa r t  of a moist episode. The oasis  was a lso inhabited subsequently 

perhaps ca. 4,000-3,000 B.P. The remains of t h i s  occupation consis t  predomi- 

nantly of hearths which were l a id  on top of the dunes i n  some of the pans. 



The archaeological assemblages of the early Holocene are within the 

overall technological framework of North Africa of that period. However, 

they are distinct. Their closest similarities are with the earliest Neolithic 

and terminal Palaeolithic of Haua Fteah and the terminal Palaeolithic of the 

Fayoum. They are distinguished from the Capsian by the absence of trapezes and 

the scarcity or lack of lunates (Vaufrey, 1955; Balout, 1955, Lube11 -- et al. 

1976). The assemblages are also distinguishable from the Nilotic industry of 

that period which include the Kabian and (Vermeersch, 1970) and the Sharnarkian 

(Schild -- et al. 1968). The Kabian, dating back to ca. 8,000 B.P., is pre- 

dominated by backed bladelets and microburins. The Siwan assemblages share 

with the Kabian the presence of backed bladelets and Krukowski microburins, but 

the Kabian lacks burins which are predominant in some Siwan assemblages. The 

Shamarkian dating around 7,700 B.P. is characterized by backed bladelets and 

truncated flakes. Truncated flakes are rare in the Siwan assemblages. Like 

the Kabian, Krukowski microburins are shared with the Siwan assemblages. The 

Qadan (Shiner, 1968) spanning a long interval from ca. 15,000 B.P. to 6,000 B.P. 

is distinguished from the Siwan assemblages by its emphasis on scrapers, lun- 

ates, and truncated microlithic flakes. Leaf shaped points which are common 

in the later stages of the Qadan, however, are represented at Siwa. 

Similarities between Saharan assemblages and Siwan assemblages are 

vague, with the possible exception of the Adrar Bous and Grebon assemblages 

(Clark et al. 1973). The assemblage from Oued Grebon is similar to that of -- 
Gara in the abundance of burins, points, but differs in the prevalence of 

Ouchtata backed bladelets. 

Comparison with material from the southern part of the Egyptian Sahara 

reveals a distant similarity. The assemblages from Gilf Kebir (McHugh 1974) 

are distinguishable by a high content of scrapers and notched and denticulated 
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pieces. The terminal Palaeolithic sites recently located by Wendorf (personal 

communication) share the presence of microlithic backed blades of the straight 

variety and triangular Microlith geometrics. The rarity of endscrapers is 

also shared with the Siwan assemblages. However, the rarity of burins con- 

trasts sharply with the predominance of burins in some Siwan assemblages. 

Also some of the assemblages from the southern  gypt ti an Sahara are dominated 

by notched and encticulated pieces which are not that common in the Siwan 

assemblages. The Neolithic from the southern part of the Egyptian Sahara 

dating to 8,000 B.P. characterized by crescents, short lunates, and J-lunatee, 

ground and pecked celts, chipped adzes, and bifacial elements. While bifacial 

elements are present in some Siwan assemblages, the scarcity of lunates is 

evident. 

Close parallels exist between the Siwan assemblages and the Qarunian 

of the Fayom. The Qarunian dating from 8,100 B.P. to 7,140 B.P. (Wendorf 

et al. 1970). The assemblages share common elements such as mdche de foret -- - - -' 
burins, triangles, stemmed arrowheads, and bifacial elements (the collections 

were examined by the writer in 1973, courtesy of Professor Fred Wendorf). 

The closest similarities between the Siwan assemblages and any other 

regional units are those with the assemblages described from Haua Fteah 

(McBurney 1967). Siwan assemblages closely resemble those with the so called 

Libyco-Capsian and the earliest Neolithic assemblages also calledlhnte- 

Neolithic" or "proto-Neolithic". The "Libyco-Capsian" or what we may call the 

Haua Fteah terminal Palaeolithic dates from approximately 10,000 B.P. to 

7,000 B.P. It contains the same elements found in the Siwan assemblages; 

backed macrolithic and microlithic blades, burins, scaled pieces, and micro- 

burins. Geometric microlithic are rare as in the Siwan assemblages. The 

"proto-Neolithic" shows the same elements with the addition of pressure flaked 



arrowheads and bifaces identical to those found in 75/27 at Gara and in other 

localities in Siwa. The initial date of the "proto-Neolithic" at Siwa is 7,000 

B.P. The Gara 75/27 site yielded a date of 8,258 B.P. 
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NIGERIA 

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK 
CARRIED OUT I N  THE WUSHISHI AREA DECEMBER 1975 t o  MARCH 1976 
Under t h e  auspices  of t h e  Centre f o r  NigerBnCul tura l  S t u d i e s ,  
A h m a  Bel lo  Univers i ty ,  Zaria, by D r .  Thurstan Shaw. 

OUTLINE OF THE PROJECT 

Thi s  a r e a  w a s  chosen as a s t a r t i n g  po in t  f o r  what is 
planned as an on-going piece of f ieldwork spread over  a number of 
success ive  seasons.  Long ago I had observed t h a t  t h e  road  between 
Bida and Zungeru c u t  through t h r e e  mounds of a rchaeologica l  m a t e r i a l .  
Such mounds of ma te r i a l  a r e  well  worth not ing  f o r  f u r t h e r  inves t iga -  
t i o n  and excavation as providing some depth of s t r a t i g r a p h y ,  whereas 
with systems of s h i f t i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  and se t t l emen t s  moving every few 
yea r s ,  African occupation s i t e s  o f t e n  f a i l  t o  provide any u s e f u l  
succession of depos i t s .  I argued t h a t  i f  a more o r  l e s s  s t r a i g h t  
road  had c u t  through t h r e e  mounds i n  t h e  course of l e s s  t h a n  100 km. 
t h e  chances were t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  which d i d  no t  
happen t o  be c u t  through by t h e  road.  

The first p a r t  of t h e  f ieldwork was t h e r e f o r e  designed t o  
explore t h e  area f o r  f u r t h e r  s i t e s .  Another reason f o r  inves t iga -  
t i n g  s i t e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  t h a t  it w a s  a rchaeologica l ly  v i r g i n  
t e r r i t o r y ,  l y i n g  between t h e  known 'Nok Culture '  a r e a  and two s i t e s  
i n  t h e  Niger Valley j u s t  below Yelwa which were excavated i n  connec- 
t i o n  with t h e  Ka in j i  Rescue Archaeology P r o j e c t ,  and which produced 
e a r l y  ' I r o n  Age' ma te r i a l  extending back i n t o  t h e  first millennium B.C. 
One of t h e  u n s e t t l e d  i s s u e s  of West Afr ica  archaeology i s  t h e  source 
of in t roduc t ion  of an i r o n  technology. If ,  as some be l i eve ,  t h i s  w a s  
from t h e  a r e a  i n  North Africa under Carthaginian in f luence ,  a c r o s s  t h e  
Hoggar t o  t h e  Niger Bend and thence down t h e  Niger,  t h e  a r e a  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  genera l  r eg ion  where e a r l y  I r o n  Age s i t e s  
might be expected. 

Another sub jec t  of importance i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Af r i ca  concerns 
t h e  development and spread of indigenous a g r i c u l t u r e ,  but archaeologi-  
c a l  evidence upon t h i s  i s  scanty .  By employing t h e  f l o t a t i o n  technique ,  
it was hoped t h a t  it would be poss ib le  t o  ob ta in  some such evidence. 

RECONNAISSANCE AND SURFACE COLLECTION 

The first period of f ieldwork was spent  i n  explor ing  f o r  f u r t h e r  
s i t e s ,  i n  which t h e  a s s i s t ance  of Mallam Tuburna of Wushishi, ass igned 
f o r  t h e  purpose by t h e  Sarkin Wushishi, Alhaj i  Ibrahim Abubakar, w a s  
invaluable .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  work, 14 s i t e s  were v i s i t e d  and recor -  
ded, and another  7 poss ib le  s i t e s  were noted! No d e t a i l e d  o r a l  t r a d i -  



t i o n s  were c o l l e c t e d  about them, as my information w a s  given i n  
Hausa t r a n s l a t e d  by a n  Igbo, and it w a s  f e l t  t h a t  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  
would be more r e l i a b l y  co l l ec ted  by speakers  of t h e  indigenous 
languages. I n  most cases ,  Mallam Tuburna simply sa id :  'Deserted 
G w a r i  v i l l a g e ' ,  except i n  t h e  case of Makera, which w a s  an  o ld  
i ron-smelt ing v i l l a g e  (NUPE) . Here, e s t ima tes  on when i r o n  was 
last smelted t h e r e  va r i ed  between 40 and 100 yea r s ,  but  it w a s  
agreed t h a t  t h e r e  was no one a l i v e  nowadays who knows how t o  do 
it. 

Some of t h e  s i t e s  discovered a r e  remarkable f o r  t h e i r  s i z e ,  
extending even t o  a height  of 9 m .  Even i f  much of t h e  he igh t  is 
made up of col lapsed  mud walls, t h e  mounds must r ep resen t  a con- 
s ide rab ly  extended period of occupation. A s  a matter f o r  f u t u r e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it r a i s e s  economic and ecologica l  ques t ions  as t o  
why it paid  t h e s e  populat ions t o  remain l i v i n g  upon t h e  same spo t  
throughout t h e  period involved. I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  a s soc ia t ed  
demographic ques t ions  should be t ack led .  Such sites a r e  conspi- 
cuous and with f u r t h e r  work it should be poss ib le  t o  s a t i s f y  one- 
s e l f  t h a t  a l l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  have been 
i d e n t i f i e d ;  they  ought t o  be v i s i b l e  on s u i t a b l e  air-photographs 
and t h i s  i s  a mat ter  which should be pursued. The air-photographs 
which I examined i n  1968 used f o r  mapmaking were taken from t o o  
g r e a t  a he igh t  t o  be of much use f o r  t h e  purpose. Once a l l  t h e  
s i t e s  of a given period a r e  known, it should be poss ib le  t o  g ive  
some l o g i c a l  account of t h e  p a t t e r n  of se t t lement .  Th i s  might i n  
t u r n  throw some l i g h t  on t h e  much-vexed ques t ion  of t h e  s c a r c i t y  
of populat ion i n  t h e  'Middle B e l t ' .  

Systematic sur face  c o l l e c t i o n s  were made from 3 sites i n  a 
manner t o  provide ma te r i a l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  M r .  Danie ls  t o  apply h i s  
s t a t i s t i c a l  techniques.  I began making a contoured p lan  of Kongon 
Makeri, but could not  complete it owing t o  t h e  i n d i s p o s i t i o n  of my 
a s s i s t a n t .  

EXCAVATION: 

One s i t e  was chosen i n  which t o  make two t r ia l  t renches .  
Th i s  i s  t h e  s i t e  known as Kongon Rafin Ndoko, S i t e  No.TS 74/3. It 
l i e s  5 km. south of Wushishi, 09O 41' 20" N ,  06O 03'30" E .  It is 
one of t h e  s i t e s  cu t  through by t h e  Zungeru-Bida road ,  and w a s  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h r e e  reasons.  Surface examination revealed  a concen- 
t r a t e d  patch of qua r t z  f l a k e s  having t h e  appearance of Late  Stone 
Age ma te r i a l ,  and it w a s  hoped it might be poss ib le  t o  ob ta in  a Late 
Stone ~ ~ e / ~ a r l ~  I r o n  Age i n t e r f a c e ;  secondly, some s m a l l  t e r r a c o t t a  
f i g u r i n e s  were found on t h e  su r face ;  and l a s t l y ,  it appeared t o  be 
of a manageable s i z e  t o  s ink  a t e s t  p i t  through t h e  h ighes t  p a r t  of  
t h e  mound i n  t h e  time ava i l ab le .  A contoured p lan  of t h e  whole s i t e  
was made before excavation commenced. 



The t e s t  p i t ,  2m. square ,  extended t o  a depth of a l i t t l e  
over 2h. before t h e  n a t u r a l  undisturbed ground w a s  reached. 
There w a s  no s i g n  of t h e  source of  t h e  qua r t z  f l a k e s  nor of  a 
Stone ~ ~ e / ~ r o n  Age i n t e r f a c e .  No t e r r a c o t t a  ma te r i a l  w a s  encounter- 
ed ,  but  t h e r e  w a s  a number of pol i shed quar tz  beads. A p o t t e r y  
sequence was recovered f o r  Mr.Danielsls s t a t i s t i c a l  t r ea tmen t ;  
t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  number of rubbing and pounding s t o n e s ,  and 
occasional  p i eces  of i r o n .  Charcoal f o r  radiocarbon d a t i n g  was 
co l l ec ted .  A f e a t u r e  which had been noted i n  t h e  exposures i n  
t h e  road c u t t i n g  was a number of l a r g e  p o t t e r y  jars, some of which 
were seen t o  conta in  fragmentary hones. The r i m s  of such jars, 
f l u s h  with t h e  present  ground su r face ,  were a l s o  observable on 
eroded a r e a s  of t h e  s i t e .  One such jar, almost complete and 
est imated t o  have had an o r i g i n a l  he igh t  of about 75 cm. occurred 
i n  t h e  middle of t h e  t e s t  p i t ,  apparent ly  covered by a c o l l e c t i o n  
of worn-out rubbing-stones. The base of t h e  jar w a s  a t  a depth of 
1.45 m .  I n s i d e  t h e  bottom of t h e  jar t h e r e  w a s  a small q u a n t i t y  
of fragmentary bone ma te r i a l  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  except  f o r  t h e  
crown of a human molar tooth .  It looks  as if t h e s e  jars, kept  i n  
houses o r  compounds, were used as r e p o s i t o r i e s  of human remains, 
probably a f t e r  some s o r t  of 'second b u r i a l '  ceremony, as they  are 
not  l a r g e  enough t o  conta in  an a d u l t  corpse. 

Across t h e  r idge  on which t h e  site w a s  s i t u a t e d ,  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  and western s i d e s ,  were v i s i b l e  two low e a r t h  ' w a l l s ' ,  
apparent ly  of defensive charac ter .  These d i d  not  appear t o  be 
very e f f e c t i v e  defences, and t h e r e  was surface evidence t h a t  a t  
one time at  any r a t e  t h e  se t t lement  had extended beyond t h e  
western ' w a l l ' .  It w a s  t he re fo re  decided t o  put  a t r i a l  t rench 
through i t ,  8 m  x I m ,  t o  see  i f  t h e  w a l l  had an  e x t e r i o r  d i t c h  o r  
n o t ,  and t o  see  whether it over lay  e a r l i e r  occupation depos i t s .  
The t rench demonstrated q u i t e  conclusively t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no d i t c h ,  
t h a t  t h e  ' w a l l '  only cons is ted  of sur face  ma te r i a l  roughly scraped 
toge the r ,  and t h a t  it overlay a considerable depth of e a r l i e r  
occupation depos i t .  This  defens ive  w a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  appears  t o  
r ep resen t  t h e  most r ecen t  f e a t u r e  at t h e  s i t e ,  h u r r i e d l y  e r e c t e d  
p a r t i a l l y b  p ro tec ta  smal ler  a r e a  than  t h e  f u l l e s t  ex ten t  of t h e  
se t t l emen t .  Perhaps it r e f l e c t s  a t tempts  t o  check s lave-ra id ing  
Fulani  caval ry  i n  t h e  nineteenth century.  

A van-load of e a r t h  samples was taken from both c u t t i n g s ,  
t r anspor t ed  t o  Ibadan and processed through t h e  Department of 
Archaeology's f l o t a t i o n  p l a n t ;  no seed remains were found. Samples 
of charcoal  have been sen t  f o r  radiocarbon d a t i n g  but  t h e  r e s u l t s  
have not ye t  been rece ived.  

A l l  t h e  f i n d s  have been depos i ted  i n  t h e  Centre f o r  Nigerian 
Cu l tu ra l  S tud ies ,  Ahmadu Bello Univers i ty ,  t oge the r  with a copy of 
t h e  Finds Regis ter  and F i e l d  Notes. 



RWANDA 

~use / e  roya l  de 1 ' Afrique cen t ra le  , Tervuren , Belgium. 
I n s t i t u t  National de ~e'cherche Sc i en t i f  ique , Rwanda. 

Excavation of four  i r on  smelting furnaces at  Kabuye. 

During t h e  Winter 1975-76, Prof.  F. Van Noten excavated 
t h e  remains of 4 i r on  smelting furnaces.  From t h e  t yp i ca l  
decorated br icks  of ten  associated with Early I r on  Age i r o n  
smelting a c t i v i t i e s ,  as well as from the  discovery of a Urewe- 
type pot a t  t h e  base of a furnace it may s a f e ly  be assumed t a t  
these  furnaces da te  t o  the  E.I.A., i f  not V.E.I.A. TL and C 1 l: 
samples taken from each furnace w i l l  probably produce new da t e s  
f o r  the  badly known beginning of t he  I ron  Age i n  Central  Africa.  
The 4 furnaces being qu i te  d i f f e r en t  as f a r  as t h e i r  construc- 
t i o n  is concerned, they might represent  d i f f e r en t  periods o r  
may eventually r e f l e c t  a non-standardized technology. 

Stone Age Research. 

During a prospection t ou r  espec ia l ly  f o r  Stone Age, 
Prof.  Van Noten was a s s i s t ed  by Dr.J .  Moeyersons, geomorpholo- 
g i s t .  A s e r i e s  of l a rge  caves w a s  discovered near Ruhengeri. 
Test  p i t s  were dug i n  two of these  caves. The archaeological  
deposit  contained i n  each cave, w a s  mainly po t te ry  and animal 
bones. The col lec ted charcoal w i l l  give u s  t he  f i r s t  ~ 1 4  da t e s  
f o r  t he  type "B" pottery.  



SOUTH AFRICA 

M r .  F.R. Schweitzer,  Chief Archaeologist of t h e  South 
African Museum r e p o r t s  t h a t :  

Analyses of t h e  Byeneskranskop sample, which accumulated 
dur ing  t h e  period 13000 - 3000 BP i s  now complete and a prel imi-  
n a y  r e p o r t  dea l ing  with t h i s  material is  at present  being prepared.  
A f u r t h e r  excavation a t  t h i s  s i t e  i s  planned f o r  November - December 
i n  order  t o  enlarge  t h e  sample. 

The Archaeological Data Recording Centre i s  cooperat ing i n  
t h e  production of t h e  2nd e d i t i o n  of t h e  Atlas of African pre- 
h i s t o r y .  Mr. G .  Avery has  completed a t h e s i s  on c o a s t a l  s h e l l  
middens. Mrs. M .  Leakey i s  analys ing  t h e  microfauna from a number 
of cave excavations i n  t h e  southern Cape. 

M r .  Thomas P.  Volman ( u n i v e r s i t y  of chicago) i s  at present  
v i s i t i n g  t h e  Museum i n  order  t o  s tudy and analyse  s tone  a r t e f a c t  
assemblages from "Middle Stone Age" horizons a t  Montagu Cave, Pee r s  
Cave, Klas i e s  River Mouth Caves, Kargkara Cave and Paardeberg Cave. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

M r .  L. Jacobson of t h e  S t a t e  Museum, Windhoek, sends t h e  
fol lowing summary of h i s  research  a c t i v i t i e s  and a l ist  of publica-  
t i o n s .  

1) A r ecen t  f i e l d  t r i p  t o  t h e  Brandberg r e s u l t e d  i n  some i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  f i n d s  being made. The excavation of t h e  " G i r l s  School She l t e r "  
revealed a shallow sequence extending back t o  t h e  P le i s tocene .  
Excavation and mapping of open s t a t i o n  s i t e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
Brandberg Indus t ry  revealed an i n t e r e s t i n g  range of p o t t e r y  types  
i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  usual  range of s tone  s t r u c t u r e s .  

2) A r e c e n t l y  discovered f o s s i l  s i t e  near  Gobabis on t h e  edge of 
t h e  Kalahari  w i l l  be inves t iga ted  i n  October. A sample of t h e  
fauna has  been analysed by R.G.  Klein who has  assigned an  Upper 
Ple is tocene  d a t e  t o  t h e  s i t e .  The s i t e  i s  l inked  t o  a s e r i e s  of 
pans and w i l l  probably y i e l d  information on previous l a k e  l e v e l s .  
Geological mapping w i l l  probably be undertaken next  year .  

3) A f u r t h e r  s e r i e s  of excavations i s  a l s o  planned f o r  t h e  middens 
at  Wortel near  Walvis bay. The a n a l y s i s  of t h e  f auna l  remains i s  
providing i n t e r e s t i n g  information on t h e  d i e t a r y  h a b i t s  of t h e s e  
midden dwel lers .  These middens a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  d e l t a  of t h e  



Kuiseb r i v e r  and t he  ~ 1 4  da tes  a r e  providing i n t e r e s t i ng  informa- 
t i o n  on the  apparent sh i f t i ng  of t h e  r i v e r  mouth i n  response t o  
blocking by dune sands. 

4) The following publications may be of i n t e r e s t :  

C a r r ,  M.J., A.C.  C a r r ,  L.Jacobson, & J.C. Vogel. 1976. Radiocarbon 
dat ing of t he  Zerrissene Mountain open s t a t i o n  sett lement complex. 
S.Afr.J.Sci. i n  press.  

Jacobson, L .  1976. A c r i t i c a l  review of t h e  Damaraland cu l tu re .  
Cimbebasia . (B) - 2: 203-207. 

Jacobson, L.  1976. Archaeological research at t he  S t a t e  Museum, 
Windhoek. M i t t  .S .W .Afrika wiss.Ges. - 17: 1-4. 

Jacobson, L .  & J .C .  Vogel. 1976. Radiocarbon da tes  f o r  a s h e l l  
midden complex from Wortel, Walvis Bay. Madoqua. i n  press .  

Wendt. W.E. 1975. Ein Rekonstruktionsversuch der  Besiedlungs- 
geschichte des westlichen Gross-Namalandes s e i t  dem 15 Jahrhundert. 
J1 .  S . W  .Africa.Scient . Soc. 3: 23-56. 

Wendt, W.E. 1975. Hinweise auf das f f i e r e  Vorkommen e in iger  
Grosswildarten i m  westlichen Gross-Namaland. 
Afrikanischer Heimatkalender . 1976: 55-65. 



SUDAN 

D r .  L .  KrzySaniak of t h e  Museum Archeologiczne, Poznan, Poland 
wr i t e s :  

The s h o r t ,  f i f t h  season of f i e l d  work w a s  c a r r i e d  out  at 
Kadero i n  March, 1976. 

The r e p o r t  on t h e  mammalian animal remains, excavated from 
t h e  Khartoum Neo l i th i c  se t t lement  at  Kadero, was r e c e n t l y  de l ive -  
r e d  t o  me by an  archaeozoologist .  It d e a l s  with t h e  remains ex- 
cavated dur ing  t h e  first f o u r  seasons.  

The archaeozoologist  was a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  1 ,260 p i e c e s  of 
var ious  s k e l e t a l  remains out  of seve ra l  thousand heav i ly  f r ag -  
mented bones and t e e t h  of mammals, (only about t e n  f ish-bones were 
found at Kadero up t o  now!). These a l l  come from 384 square metres 
of t h e  se t t lement  depos i t .  

88.17 p e r  cent  of t h e  mammalian s k e l e t a l  remains from 
Kadero turned out  t o  be of domestic animals.  A ~ o ~ R  t h e s e ,  74.26 - . . 

per  cent  a r e  t h e  remains of c a t t l e  (BOS primigenius f .  t a u r u s ) ,  
and 22.05 per  cent  of sheep ( 0 v i s  sp.) and/or goat  ( ~ a p r a  sp .  ) . 
Severa l  t e n s  of bones of domestic dog (can i s  sp . )  and few s k e l e t a l  
p i eces  of domestic c a t   e el is s i lv .  f .  ca tus)  were a l s o  found. 

Among t h e  wild m a m m a l s ,  s k e l e t a l  remains of ante lopes  and 
g a z e l l e s  predominate (46.98 pe r  cen t )  b u t ,  s u r p r i z i n g l y  , t h e  re- 
mains of carn ivores  c o n s t i t u t e  a r a t h e r  unexpectedly high frequency 
(32.28 pe r  c e n t ) .  This  might be explained by t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  hunt ing  
of spec ies  valued f o r  t h e i r  s k i n s .  

The discovery of t h e  l a r g e  amount of t h e  remains of domestic 
animals a t  Kadero seems t o  change r a d i c a l l y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  view on 
t h e  economy of t h e  Khartoum Neol i th ic  populat ions,  which had been 
regarded as only i n c i p i e n t  he rde r s  of sheep and goa t ,  l i v i n g  mainly 
on hunting,  f i s h i n g  and ga ther ing .  The d a t a  y ie lded  by t h e  Khartoum 
Neol i th ic  b u r i a l  ground at Kadero, contemporary with t h e  se t t l emen t  
and used by i ts  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  suggest t h a t  t h e  Kadero populat ion w a s  
composed of heavi ly  negroid ind iv idua l s  wi th ,  f o r  example, heavy 
f a c i a l  prognathism. It seems t h a t  t h i s  group was autochthonous on 
t h e  Upper (main) Nile .  The domestic animals of Khartoum Neo l i th i c  
were undoubtedly adapted from a l i e n  groups of people. 

The r e s u l t s  of t h e  examination of t h e  p l a n t  impressions found 
on t h e  potsherds from t h e  se t t lement  a t  Kadero and t h e  radiocarbon 
da t ings  from t h i s  s i t e  a r e  not  y e t  a v a i l a b l e .  



J e b e l  Barkal 

The fol lowing r e p o r t  comes from Professor  Donadoni of t h e  
Missione Archeologica n e l  Sudan d e l l  Un ive r s i t a  d i  Roma; 

The a c t i v i t y  of our mission i n  1976 had t o  be reduced t o  a 
r a t h e r  s h o r t  per iod  of about 25 days of a c t u a l  d igging,  from March 
17th  t o  Apr i l  10th .  The staff of t h e  expedi t ion  w a s  a l s o  l e s s  
numerous than  i n  t h e  previous seasons,  and we had t o  r e g r e t  t h a t  
some members have been prevented by d i f f e r e n t  reasons  from jo in ing  
t h e  excavation. 

I n s p i t e  of t h e s e  f a c t s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of our  period of a c t i v i t y  
a r e  not  void of i n t e r e s t .  I n  our e a r l i e r  campaigns we had discovered 
elements of two bui ld ings  not  far from each o t h e r ,  even i f  t h e i r  
mutual connection i s  s t i l l  undetermined. The o r i e n t a t i o n  of one of  
them viewed t h e  Holy Mountain, while  t h e  o t h e r  i s  b u i l t  on an  a x i s  
roughly North-South. The second one had occupied most of our i n t e -  
r e s t  i n  1974, when we had discovered t h a t  it represented  t h e  complete 
p lan  - but  l i t t l e  more than  t h a t  unhappily - of a temple with a 
pronaos cons i s t ing  of four  rows of columns, a pylon, an  hypostyle h a l l  
and an ante-chamberdmracterised by t h e  presence i n  i t s  middle of a 
block with an nh-njn. During t h i s  reason we have found t h e  sanctuary ,  

of which t h e  only important p a r t  s t i l l  i n  p lace  i s  a n  "altar", o r ,  
perhaps b e t t e r ,  a base f o r  a naos o r  a sacred  boat .  A puzzl ing  f e a t u r e  
of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  what seems t o  be a double g i rd le-wal l ,  l eav ing  
between i ts  two f a c e s  a  space d e f i n i t e l y  not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  be used as 
a passage o r  a s t o r e  p lace .  It i s  j u s t  he re  t h a t  we found two bronze 
heads of rams, with sun d i s k  and u r a e i  on t h e i r  t o p ,  which a r e  c l e a r l y  
t h e  te rminal  p a r t  of two i n s i g n i a .  The most important d iscovery  has  
been an insc r ibed  fragment of a r c h i t r a v e ,  g iv ing  two s h o r t  t e x t s ,  
intended as l a b e l s  t o  des ignate  a k ing  and a goddess i n  f r o n t  of him. 
Each of t h e  two l a b l e s  g ives  two columns of Egyptian and one of 
Meroit ic  hieroglyphs.  Although much b a t t e r e d ,  it i s  poss ib le  t o  r ead  
t h e  name of t h e  k ing ,  Hpr - k - R ( ~ a t a k a m a n i )  and t h e  t i t l e s  of a 
goddess, probably Mut. 

The o the r  bui ld ing  was till now known through a t r ench ,  dug i n  
1973. It is  made of l a r g e  blocks of t h e  bad l o c a l  sandstone,  of which 
only t h e  first course o f t en  remains. An inspec t ion  has  shown t h a t  i ts 
foundations a r e  surrounded by loose  blocks of t h e  same s tone ,  which 
seem t o  poin t  out  t h a t  t h e r e  was an  e a r l i e r  bu i ld ing  which had been 
destroyed f o r  some unknown reason. By a f o r t u n a t e  chance our d igging 
i s  proceeding from t h e  end of t h e  bu i ld ing  towards i ts  ent rance .  We 
have t h e r e f o r e  determined t h a t  here  t o o  we have a temple. We have i t s  
sanctuary ,  with an 'altar'  i n  a c e n t r a l  c e l l a ,  at t h e  s i d e s  of which 
two small rooms a r e  placed at  a h igher  l e v e l .  Before t h e  c e l l a  t h e r e  
i s  an ante-chamber with two p i l l a r s  i n  i ts  middle, and before  t h i s  a 
s o r t  of hypostyle,  with four  columns, The ent rance  proper  has  s t i l l  
not  been reached, but  we can a l r eady  assume t h a t  we a r e  i n  t h e  presence 
of a r a t h e r  important bui ld ing ,  showing some s i m i l a r i t y  i n  its p lan  with 
t h e  o the r  one near  by, a  t h i r d  aspect  of our excavations i s  r e l a t e d  t o  



some e a r l i e r  observation t h a t  we had made i n  t he  a r ea  NW of 
t he  temple of Natakamani , We had found there  (1974) some 
modest buildings at about 20 m. d is tance from the  temple i t s e l f ;  
and having on t h e  outer walls of one of them a b ig  heap of pot- 
sherds. The very f a c t  t h a t  they were mostly qu i te  usual  and poor 
vessels  has originated a research about them, considering them as 
a whole, and t ry ing  t o  quantify them. 

I n  t h i s  same connection, we have t r i e d  t o  get  some indica- 
t i o n s  from a s t ra t ig raph ica l  p i t ,  i n  an empty space between t he  
temple and t he  houses. We have col lected ceramic fragments f o r  
some two metres of depth, and then we reached and cut  a mound of 
sand, t he  surface of which seems t o  have been covered ground, 
under which remains of burnt animal bones and broken vases have 
been brushed out.  A t  t h i s  moment we were obliged t o  c lose  our 
period of a c t i v i t y .  We hope t h a t  1977 w i l l  give u s  an ea s i e r  
opportunity fo r  work and t h a t  we may again be at  Jebel  Barkal. 

S o 1 e b: La mission Michela S ; Giorgini (SOUS l a  
d i rec t ion  de Mme Michela S. Giorgini ,  l ' equipe hab i tue l le  
comprenait MM. J .  Lecjant e t  C1. Robichon a i n s i  que Mlle D .  
Girardin. ) a t r a v a i l l e  a Soleb du 17 Novembre,l975 au 2 M a r s  
1976. Divers travaux de consolidation ont g t e  re'alisgs, sur tout  
a l l in te ) r ieur  des caissons du mcle Sud du grand pylsne. 
L 'e f fo r t  pr incipal  a 6tG port6 su r  l a  rgdaction au contact  mgme 
du monument des prochains volumes de l a  se'rie Soleb : Soleb 111, 
comportant l a  descr ipt ion des  bas - re l i e f s  du temple e t  Soleb I V ,  
volume des planches a rch i tec tu ra les ;  ceci  a entraTn6 quelques 
f o u i l l e s  compl&entaires pour confirmer ou r e j e t e r  l e s  hypoth&es 
r e l a t i v e s  ce r ta ins  points de d g t a i l s .  



Miss Rebecca Bradley of t h e  Univers i ty  
t h i s  r epor t :  

Calgary has  suppl ied  

MEROE 1975/1976. 

The ~ a l ~ a r ~ / K h a r t o u m  J o i n t  Expedition t o  Meroe operated 
from 10 December 1975 t o  28 March 1976. The excavation w a s  
f inanced with a Canada Council g ran t  t o  P ro f .  Shinnie ,  with f a c i -  
l i t i e s  and supervisory a s s i s t a n c e  cont r ibuted  by t h e  Univers i ty  
of Khartoum. The staff cons is ted  of :  D i rec to r ;  P ro f .  P.L.Shinnie; 
Co-Director: Ahmed M . A l i  Hakim; Ass i s t an t  Di rec to r ;  J.H.Robertson; 
Excavation Supervisors:  R.Bradley, J .Gelfand,  R.Heitzmann, C.Reed, 
and F a i s a l  al-Sheikh. Archaeological Ass i s t an t :  B.Rostkowska; 
House Ass is tant :  A.Shinnie; Small Finds Recorder: D .  Camp Reed; 
Photographer: S. Gerszonowicz;and Draughtsmen: E.Poniecki,  B .  
Williams. Dr.J.H.Kelley spent  t h e  month of December on t h e  s i t e  
a s s i s t i n g  with t h e  p o t t e r y  a n a l y s i s .  

Th i s  season 's  a c t i v i t i e s  were concentrated i n  t h e  a r e a  
d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of t h e  g r e a t  Amun Temple. The foundations of M72O 
and KC100, t h e  two small temples excavated i n  t h e  74/75 season,  were 
inves t iga ted  f u r t h e r ,  y i e ld ing  i n  t h e  first case re-used sandstone 
blocks from an e a r l i e r  bui ld ing ,  and i n  t h e  second a foundation 
depos i t  of g i lded  but uninscribed g l a s s  and s tone  "wafers". 

Two new temples were a l s o  excavated. KC101 i s  a small s tone  
s t r u c t u r e  with a r a i s e d  i n t e r i o r ,  now denuded t o  f l o o r  l e v e l .  We 
noted t r a c e s  of seve ra l  renovations.  KC104 i s  a b r i c k  temple of  
pecu l i a r  des ign ,  with twin ent rances ,  forechambers, and s a n c t u a r i e s  
shar ing  a number of subs id iary  rooms. Notable f i n d s  from he re  
included fragments of a ba-statue insc r ibed  with t h e  t i t u l a r y  of 
Aspelta ,  and sherds  of p z n t e d  p l a s t e r  bearing t h e  names of Amanitare 
and Arikhankharer. 

The f o u r  new temples a r e  apparent ly  components of a complex 
l i n i n g  t h e  approach t o  t h e  Amun Temple. KC101, M720, and KC100 a r e  
i n  a row t o  t h e  north of t h e  "avenue", with KC104 f a c i n g  them t o  t h e  
south of it. The r e s u l t i n g  monumental approach, h i t h e r t o  unsuspected, 
was one of t h e  most e x c i t i n g  observat ions of our season.  

To t h e  north of t h i s  a r e a  i s  KC102, a sandstone-faced temple 
abut ted  on t h e  nor th  by a rambling complex of a d d i t i o n a l  rooms, and 
on t h e  e a s t  by a l a r g e  enclosed courtyard.  I n  one of t h e  rooms were 
fragments of co lossa l  sandstone f i g u r e s ;  i n  strata above t h e  f i l l  of 
another  was a mass b u r i a l  of twenty-eight ind iv idua l s ,  some showing 
marks of butchering.  An age i n  Mameluke t imes has  been suggested,  and 
a sample taken f o r  d a t i n g  purposes. 

Other a c t i v i t i e s  included f u r t h e r  sampling of t h e  domestic mound, 
and exposure of t h e  Amanishakhate s t e l a  i n  order  t o  make a new f a c s i m i l e  
of t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s .  



ZAMBIA 

Severa l  news i tems and r e p o r t s  have been rece ived from 
Miss Emily Maluma: 

For t h e  National Monuments Commission, Mr.Robin Der r i cour t  
h a s  re turned t o  England t h i s  month, fol lowing t h e  completion of 
h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  h i s  address i s ;  R.M. Der r i cour t ,  c/o Centre f o r  
Southern African S tud ies ,  Univers i ty  of York, Hesl ington,  York 
YO1 SDD, England. Dr.Gudrun Corvinus has  been appointed as 
~ e c r e t a r ~ / ~ n s ~ e c t o r  from February 1977. I n  t h e  meantime 
Miss Emily Maluma has  been appointed as Acting ~ e c r e t a r ~ / ~ n s ~ e c t o r .  

Miss Emily Maluma has  continued h e r  s t u d i e s  on i r o n  smel t ing  
and r e l a t e d  sites e a s t  of Lusaka, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  ~hongwe/~anakan- 
t a p a  drainage a rea .  Th i s  included t h e  excavation of a smel ter  s i t e  
and an  a s soc ia t ed  d e b r i s  mound. A s  from t h e  beginning of September 
1976 another  season of s i t e  survey and s e l e c t i v e  excavation w i l l  be 
conducted i n  t h i s  same a r e a .  

From M r .  Musonda: 

M r .  F.B. Musonda has  re turned from Ghana where he success- 
f u l l y  completed h i s  M.A. course. He has  s ince  joined t h e  staff of 
t h e  Livingstone Museum. 

If funds become a v a i l a b l e ,  Mr.Musonda hopes t o  undertake an  
archaeologica l  reconnaissance of no r theas t  Zambia (1soka Area). The 
proposed research  p ro jec t  is aimed a t  a d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
t h e  Isoka  D i s t r i c t  from La te r  Stone Age t o  t h e  e a r l i e s t  I r o n  Age 
t imes.  Reconnaissance work w i l l  a i m  at l o c a t i n g  L a t e r  Stone Age 
s i t e s  with archaeologica l  depos i t  which it i s  hoped w i l l  be excavated. 
The research  w i l l  be conducted with a view t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  cu l tu -  
ral and chronological  sequence i n  t h e  a r e a  as wel l  as studying c u l t u r a l  
changes, i f  any, t h a t  took place dur ing  t h e  per iod  under s tudy.  The 
archaeologica l  assemblages from t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be s tud ied  with a view 
t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t ime and space.  P ro fesso r  J.D. 
Clark has  e s t ab l i shed  a c u l t u r a l  and chronological  sequence of 
northern Zambia from h i s  work at Kalambo F a l l s  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e  while  
Mr.D.bJ.  Ph i l l i p son  has  a l s o  e s t ab l i shed  another  sequence f o r  e a s t e r n  
Zambia. The a r e a  envisaged f o r  f u t u r e  research  remains archaeolo- 
g i c a l l y  unknown. It i s  hoped however t h a t  a rchaeologica l  f i n d s  from 
t h i s  region  w i l l  be compared with contemporary f i n d s  from Kalambo F a l l s ,  
Mwela rock ,  Nachikufu, Nsalu, Bimbe w a  mpalabwe, Thandwe, Kalemba and 
those  from f u r t h e r  a f i e l d .  



M r .  N.M. Katanekwa has  j u s t  completed h i s  I r o n  Age excava- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  Upper Zambezi of t h e  Western Province of Zambia. The 
p r o j e c t  i s  i n  t h e  s h o r t  term aimed a t  r econs t ruc t ing  t h e  Cu l tu ra l  
and Chronological sequence of t h e  a r e a .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  analys ing  
t h e  f i n d s .  He i s  going back t o  Birmingham Unive r s i ty  i n  October 
t o  complete h i s  M.A. s t u d i e s .  H e  hopes t o  use  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a n  
M.A.  t h e s i s .  

Mr. N.M. Katanekwa, P reh i s to ry  Dept. Livingstone Museum, himself  
h a s  s e n t  t h i s  r epor t :  

A s  a fol low - up t o  h i s  1974 survey of t h e  Upper Zambezi 
bas in  between Sesheke and Senanga D i s t r i c t  c e n t r e s ,  i n  Western 
Zambia, M r . N .  Katanekwa undertook another  survey along t h e  Machili  
r i v e r ,  a tributary of t h e  Zambezi, and i ts  assoc ia t ed  i n t e r f l u v e s  
and streams,  dur ing  t h e  ho t  season months of October and November 
1975. Th i s  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  b e s t  season f o r  I r o n  Age s i te  l o c a t i o n  
he re  i n  Zambia s ince  a l l  t h e  grass and shrub vegeta t ion  i s  a l r e a d y  
burnt  down. The major ob jec t ive  of t h e  survey,  was t o  l o c a t e  I r o n  
Age s i t e s  r ep resen ta t ive  enough t o  enable t h e  establ ishment  of a n  
I r o n  Age chronological  and c u l t u r a l  framework f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l e d  
work. Tes t  excavations were a l s o  planned f o r  t h e  survey,  i n  order  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  I r o n  Age sequence and t o  ob ta in  r a d i o  carbon d a t e s  
f o r  t h e  a rea .  

The methods of s i t e  l o c a t i o n  adopted were very  f l e x i b l e  s o  
as t o  minimise some of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of s i t e  survey l i k e  t h e  non- 
randomness of loca ted  s i t e s .  Methods used were as fol lows:-  

(a) Use of l o c a l  guides and in terv iews with l o c a l  peoples 
t o  ob ta in  such information as where f i n d s  of p o t t e r y ,  
s l a g ,  t uye res  e t c .  have been no t i ced ;  o r  where, when 
they  first s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  they  suspect  o ld  
se t t l emen t s  o r  f i e l d s .  Also t o  e l i c i t  information as 
t o  whether p i t s  and t renches  dug anywhere l o c a l l y  f o r  
t o i l e t s ,  foundations e t c .  have shown unusual strati- 
graphy o r  exposed f i n d s .  Th i s  method proved very  
success fu l ,  i n  a l l  accounting f o r  75% of t h e  more than  
50 s i t e s  so far l o c a t e d  by t h e  author .  

(b)  Another very u s e f u l  method has  been t h e  t a k i n g  of 
(author ised)  walks on f o o t  along dambo edges,  around 
v i l l a g e s ,  behind bu i l t -up  a r e a s  where t h e r e  is always 
a p o s s i b i l i t y  of e ros ion  g u l l i e s ,  rubbish  p i t s  o r  
foundation t renches .  



( c )  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was a l s o  pa id  t o  p i t s ,  road 
c u t t i n g s ,  s o i l  co lo r  changes along roads  and o t h e r  
exposures, e s p e c i a l l y  those  made by burrowing 
animals which a r e  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  deep. 

Although an  at tempt t o  use sampling techniques w a s  made i n  
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of su r face  samples, it proved unsuccessful  because 
of t h e  na ture  of most of t h e  s i t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  very e a r l y  sites. 
These s i t e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  deeply bur i ed ,  at  l e a s t  75 cm t o  two metres 
deep - so  t h a t  no exposure is u s u a l l y  deep o r  l a r g e  enough t o  be 
worth any sampling f o r  f i n d s .  

I n  a l l  t h i r t y  I r o n  Age s i t e s  were l o c a t e d  a long t h e  Machili  
r i v e r  and i t s  i n t e r f l u v e s  and seasonal  streams. T h i r t e e n  of t h e s e  
s i t e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  Ea r ly  and L a t e r ,  I r o n  Age s i t e s ,  t h e  rest are 
e i t h e r  Recent I r o n  Age s i t e s  o r  H i s t o r i c a l  and/or 19th  century T o t e l a  
"Refuge s i t e s " .  These s i t e s  range i n  age from t h e  beginning of  t h e  
first millennium t o  t h e  end of t h e  19th century and r e v e a l  a very  
i n t e r e s t i n g  se t t lement  p a t t e r n ,  i n  a range of environmental s e t t i n g s  
i n  t h i s  a rea .  Generally s i t e  l o c a t i o n  is along dambo and r i v e r  v a l l e y  
f r i n g e s .  However, Ea r ly  I r o n  Age (phase I and 1 ' n t e s  a r e  gene ra l ly  
loca ted  on Mutemwa margins f r i n g i n g  streams and dambos. These a r e a s  
a r e  not  occupied to-day as they  are f o r e s t  r e se rve  a r e a s ,  although t h e y  
a r e  reputed t o  be very r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y .  The E a r l y  I r o n  Age Phase 
I11 s i t e s  - " l a t e r  I r o n  Age" o r  "Kalomo Culture elsewhere" - t end  t o  
favour t h e  sand k n o l l s  i n  t h e  more open woodland country of t h e  Upper 
Machili drainage basin.  It i s  t h e s e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  i n t e n s i v e l y  
u t i l i z e d  and s e t t l e d  to-day. Recent I r o n  Age s i t e s  seem t o  fo l low t h e  
same se t t lement  p a t t e r n  as modern sites. T o t e l a  "refuge s i t e s " ,  how- 
ever  d e p i c t  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  se t t lement  p a t t e r n .  They a r e  found, 
almost i n  all cases ,  deep i n  woodlands and far from stream v a l l e y s  and 
dambos. This  however looks  t o  be an a r t i f i c i a l  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n ,  
as it is  bel ieved t h a t  these  s i t e s  were so  loca ted  f o r  defense purpose 
aga ins t  marauding t r i b e s  l i k e  t h e  Lozi dur ing  t h e  19th  century.  

On t h e  b a s i s  of C14 d a t e s  and p o t t e r y  f i n d s  from t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  
I r o n  Age sequence i n  t h e  a r e a  can t e n t a t i v e l y  be v i s u a l i z e d  thus :  

( i )  A very Ear ly  I r o n  Age Phase - t o  r ep resen t  perhaps an  
i n i t i a l  se t t lement  community. S i t e s  under t h i s  per iod  inc lude  Situmpa 
( ~ a c h i l i )  s i t e ,  Namakala s i t e  and poss ib ly  Basal Nanga (as revealed  by 
my excavations at t h i s  s i t e  dur ing  J u l y ,  1976). 

These s i t e s  a r e  cha rac te r i sed  by p o t t e r y  with a m u l t i p l i c i t y  
of vesse l  forms and complex decora t ive  mot i fs .  A pre l iminary  a n a l y s i s  
of t h e  p o t t e r y  from these  s i t e s  revealed  at l e a s t  s i x  v e s s e l  forms: a 
concave necked g lobular  bodied p o t ,  a s t r a i g h t  necked ca r ina ted  pot  
form, a necked pot with a s l i g h t  evers ion  above t h e  r i m ,  a beaker bowl 
form, a spheroida l  bowl form and an  open bowl form. Decoration tech-  
niques inc lude  broad grooving (channel l ing) ,  combstamping and o t h e r  



s i n g l e  stamp forms. The s ign i f i cance  of t h e s e  traits and t h e  
geographical impl i ca t ions  a r e  t h e  sub jec t  of another  paper; a l l  
we can say  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a poss ib le  l i n k  with b a s a l  
Kalundu, Kabondo, Kabondo Kumbo and Kumadzulo. 

(ii) A Second Ear ly  I r o n  Age Phase - i d e n t i f i e d  on chrono- 
l o g i c a l  grounds t o  inc lude  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  l i k e  Kazindu I & 11, 
Mulobezi Old Bridge s i t e ,  and Nanga s i t e  with an approximate age 
of around 9 t h  century A.D. Typological ly t h e  p o t t e r y  from t h e s e  
s i t e s  i s  in termedia te  between Phase I and t h e  next later I r o n  Age. 
Vessel forms a r e  more o r  less l i k e  those  of t h e  first phase, except 
f o r  t h e  occurrence of another  a d d i t i o n a l  pot  form, t h e  g lobu la r  
neckless  pot  commonly found i n  l a t e r  phase ma te r i a l s .  Decorat ive 
techniques and i n  some cases  motif themes remain s i m i l a r  with phase I. 

( i i i )  A Third Ear ly  I r o n  Age Phase - o r  " l a t e r  I r o n  Age". 
I d e n t i f i e d  on typo log ica l  and chronological  grounds. S i t e s  a r e  
B u l i l a  I ,  11, 111 and I V ,  Muchinga I ,  11, 111 Kanyanga F o r e s t  camp 
and Chiundu s i t e .  A l l  are s m a l l  v i l l a g e  sites un l ike  t h e  l a r g e r  
e a r l y  s i t e s .  Th i s  phase is cha rac te r i sed  by very  t h i n  p o t t e r y  and 
a few vesse l  forms. There is however a con t inu i ty  of decora t ive  
techniques and mot i fs  from t h e  E a r l y  phases. A f f i n i t i e s  he re  a r e  
more c lose  t o  Kalomo Culture s i t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  Kalundu, Kamangoza and 
Simbusenga. Th i s  prel iminary Ear ly  and l a t e r  I r o n  Age sequence must 
be regarded as h igh ly  t e n t a t i v e ,  u n t i l  it is supported by more d a t e s  
and l a r g e  p o t t e r y  samples'. 

( i v )  Recent I r o n  Age s i t e s  - t h e s e  have been i d e n t i f i e d  
pure ly  on s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l  and typo log ica l  grounds. The p o t t e r y  from 
these  s i t e s  i s  typo log ica l ly  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  Ear ly  and l a t e r  Lron 
Age ceramics, but  resembles t h a t  of t h e  To te la  Refuge s i t e s .  S i t e s  
included wi th in  t h i s  category a r e  Chiundu I1 & 111, Mundeke s i t e ,  
I l a b a  I ,  and 11. These s i t e s  dup l i ca te  t h e  eco log ica l  s e t t i n g  of t h e  
Ear ly  I r o n  Age Pnase 3 o r  l a t e r  I r o n  Age s i t e s ,  although t h e y  t end  t o  
favour t h e  t o p  of t h e  sand s lopes  i n  woodland adjacent  t o  t h e  darnbos, 
whereas t h e  Ear ly  sites a r e  almost inva r i ab ly  at t h e  edges of t h e  
woodland along dambos o r  r i v e r  v a l l e y s .  The reasons  f o r  t h i s  changed 
p a t t e r n  could be c u l t u r a l  o r  ecologica l .  The p o t t e r y  inventory  
appears  t o  be an e a r l i e r  phase of t h e  To te la  Refuge ware and looks  
s i m i l a r  t o  Mali ware from s i t e s  l i k e  Sinde and Makoli i n  t h e  Living- 
s tone  a rea .  

(v) The last group of s i t e s  a r e  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  T o t e l a  Refuge 
s i t e s .  According t o  To te la  e l d e r s  these  were refuge  s i t e s .  These 
s i t e s  a r e  numerously s c a t t e r e d  deep i n t o  woodlands of t h e  Machil i  
v a l l e y .  The predominance of these  s i t e s  compared t o  o t h e r  e a r l i e r  
s i t e s  can poss ib ly  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  number of f a c t o r s :  (1) t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t hese  were refuge s i t e s  could have made them vulnerable  t o  



de tec t ion  and so  f requent  s h i f t s  could have been a defens ive  
manoeuvre t o  evade such d e t e c t i o n ;  (ii) according t o  Old T o t e l a  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  death of a sen io r  member of t h e  family could r e -  
s u l t  i n  a poss ib le  abandonment of t h e  s i t e  ( ~ e r s .  Comm. N.L. 
Mataa, who c a r r i e d  out  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  azea  dur ing  
J u l y  1976) and ( i i i )  l a r g e  populat ions r e s u l t i n g  i n  quick deple- 
t i o n  of t h e s e  l e s s  f e r t i l e  s o i l s  would r e s u l t  i n  f requent  moves. 
Since t h e  completion of t h i s  survey,  and a f t e r  t h e  s tudy of  t h e  
f i n d s  from i t ,  t h e  author  has  c a r r i e d  out  excavation work at  
Namakala Ear ly  I r o n  Age s i t e  and Nanga s i t e .  Th i s  l a t t e r  s i t e  
w a s  e l e c t e d  f o r  a d i g  as su r face  s c a t t e r  from t h e r e  exh ib i t ed  
e i t h e r  a double o r  multi-component s i t u a t i o n  and indeed pre l imi-  
nary  excavation r e s u l t s  dep ic t  a f f i n i t i e s  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  Namakala 
s i t e  and t o  t h e  l a t e r  B u l i l a  sites. It i s  hoped t h a t  a complete 
s tudy and a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  excavations,  t oge the r  with t h a t  of t h e  
above survey, w i l l  provide a p rov i s iona l  framework of p o t t e r y  
s t y l e s  and radio-carbon chronology t o  which a number of Ea r ly  and 
l a t e r  I r o n  Age problems of t h e  a r e a  could be r e l a t e d .  

The fol lowing note  has  been rece ived from M r .  M.S. Bisson of 
McGill Universi ty:  

I am presen t ly  engaged i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of 
p o t t e r y  from Brian Fagan's excavations at Basanga and Mwanamaimpa 
mounds i n  c e n t r a l  Zambia. Papers desc r ib ing  my resea rch  on pre- 
h i s t o r i c  copper mines i n  Zambia a r e  being submitted f o r  pub l i ca t ion  
t h i s  F a l l .  

And t h i s  from Mr.J.0. Vogel who has  moved t o  Northern I l l i n o i s  
Univers i ty ,  DeKalb: 

The news of r ecen t  research  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  a two month 
survey of t h e  Upper Zambesi Valley i n  western Zambia, sponsored 
by t h e  National Geographical Socie ty  and Northern I l l i n o i s  
Univers i ty .  We covered a l o t  of ground between Katima Mulilo 
and Senanga. We discovered i n d i c a t i o n s  of f u r t h e r  s i t e s  pro- 
ducing Sioma po t t e ry .  Unfortunately r i v e r  a c t i o n  had reduced 
these  t o  sur face  s c a t t e r s .  I n  t h e  Lusu a r e a  some f u r t h e r  E.I.A. 
s i t e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Gokomere Trad i t ion  were found as we l l  as 
evidence of a new ceramic t r a d i t i o n ,  apparent ly  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e a r l y  second millennium and r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  ma te r i a l s  found f u r t h e r  
e a s t  from t h e  Machili f o r e s t  and Batoka p la teau .  



News from U n i v e r s i t i e s  

McGill Un ive r s i ty  - 

The Department of Anthropology a t  McGill Un ive r s i ty  i s  
pleased t o  announce t h e  inaugura t ion  of a Masters Degree program 
i n  archaeology. Members of t h e  department who have done archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  research  i n  Af r i ca  a r e  Professor  Bruce Tr igge r ,  who h a s  
s tud ied  Meroi t ic  s i t e s  i n  Nubia, and D r .  Michael Bisson,  who h a s  
excavated I r o n  Age s i t e s  i n  Zambia. Applicat ions from prospect ive  
graduate s tuden t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  African p r e h i s t o r y  a r e  encouraged. 
For genera l  information about t h e  McGill graduate program i n  
archaeology p lease  contac t  t h e  Graduate Sec re ta ry ,  Department of 
Anthropology. 

 h he e d i t o r  i s  very pleased t o  s e e  another  Canadian Univers i ty  
o f f e r i n g  a degree i n  African archaeology, but  r e g r e t s  it i s  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p reh i s to ry  so  t h a t  s tuden t s  w i l l  no t  have t h e  
b e n e f i t  of Professor  T r i g g e r ' s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  Meroi t ic  s t u d i e s ) .  

Cambridge Universi ty:  

The fol lowing i s  a l ist  of  s tuden t s  working f o r  Ph.D. 
degrees i n  t o p i c s  i n  African archaeology: 

Mrs. E.M. Aldworth Comparative Study of t h e  Typology and 
Chronology of t h e  Middle Stone Age 
I n d u s t r i e s  of Southern Afr ica .  

R.M.  Derr icour t  V a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  La te r  P r e h i s t o r i c  and 
P r o t o h i s t o r i c  S o c i e t i e s  of t h e  Ciskei  and 
Transkei . 

Y .M. E l  Amin The Old Stone Age i n  Sudan with Spec ia l  
Reference t o  t h e  Middle Upper P a l a e o l i t h i c  
Trans i t ion .  

R . A .  Foley Aspects of Eas t  African P reh i s to ry .  

J.A.J.  Gowlett The Study of Human Cul tu ra l  Development i n  
t h e  Lower P a l a e o l i t h i c  Per iod  i n  Afr ica .  



R . J .  McIntosh 

A.A.S.A. Mohamed 

N.  Nzewunwa 

M.J. H a l l  

V .  Morse 

J .E . Parkington 

A . J .  Anderson 

P.L. Car t e r  

Archaeological S tud ies  i n  Mud W a l l  Architec- 
t u r e  with Spec ia l  Reference t o  W .  Af r i ca .  

Ea r ly  Farming i n  t h e  Northern Sudan, 

P r e h i s t o r i c  Economies i n  Eas tern  Nigeria .  

La te r  P reh i s to ry  of Natal. 

P r e h i s t o r i c  Eas t  Africa: Resources, P o t e n t i a l  
and Human Exp lo i t a t ion  P a t t e r n s .  

Follow t h e  San: .An Analysis of P r e h i s t o r i c  
Seasonal i ty  i n  t h e  South Western Cape, South 
Afr ica .  

The Relevance of Archaeological S i t e s  i n  
North Af r i ca ,  Southern France and Northern 
Scandinavia t o  Mobile Economies. 

T e r r i t o r i e s ,  Economy and Mater ia l  Cul ture  of 
Some P r e h i s t o r i c  S i t e s  i n  South Eas tern  
Lesotho and Adjacent Areas. 

A l i  Osman i s  wr i t ing  a t h e s i s  on a t o p i c  concerning Medieval Nubia 
i n  t h e  Facul ty  of Or ien ta l  S tud ies .  

Simon Frase r  Universi ty:  

M r .  F.T. Masao's Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n  "The Late Stone Age and 
Associated Rock Pain t ings  of Cent ra l  Tanzania" i s  now completed and 
awai t ing  defence. 



The Un ive r s i t y  of Calgazy: 

Offers an M .A.  (Archaeology) on Afr ican  t o p i c s ,  and a l s o  
(with permission from t h e  Dean of  Graduate s t u d i e s )  a Ph.D. 

The fo l lowing  t h e s e s  have been submit ted and t h e  w r i t e r s  
awarded t h e  M.A. : 

A l i  O s m a n ,  C h r i s t i a n  Nubia: Cont r ibut ion  of  Archaeology 
t o  i ts  Understanding. 

Abbas S i d  Ahmed, A Reassessment of  t h e  Neo l i t h i c  Pe r iod  i n  t h e  
Sudan. 

J .H . Robertson, Cont inui ty  and Change i n  Mero i t i c  P o t t e r y .  

E. Keteku, The I r o n  Age i n  Ghana. 

R .  Heitzmann, The Temples of Kush: An Examination of  Form 
and Ideas .  

K . Robertson, A r t i f a c t s  from t h e  Ancient C i t y  of  Meroe, Sudan. 

Two more s t u d e n t s  a r e  approaching t h e  end of t h e i r  work and 
w i l l  s h o r t l y  defend t h e i r  t heses :  

F .  Kense, The African I r o n  Age. 

C .  Reed, Re l i e f  Decorat ion on Mero i t i c  P o t t e r y .  

Severa l  of t h e s e  t h e s e s  a r e  s t u d i e s  of m a t e r i a l  from t h e  
excavat ions a t  Meroe, bu t  many o t h e r  t o p i c s  can,  and a r e ,  be ing  
s tud ied .  



PUBLICATIONS 

B a s i l  Cooke r e p o r t s  from Dalhousie Univers i ty ,  Ha l i f ax ,  
Canada, t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  volume on t h e  evolu t ion  of African 
m a m m a l s  i s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e s  of e d i t i n g  and w i l l  be published 
l a t e  next year  by Harvard Univers i ty  P ress .  D r .  Vince Maglio 
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  and is co-editor .  The volume con ta ins  a 
genera l  survey of t h e  geologica l  s e t t i n g  of t h e  major d e p o s i t s ,  
followed by chapters  w r i t t e n  by ind iv idua l  s p e c i a l i s t s  who d e a l  
with t h e  main groups of mammals, l a r g e l y  from t h e  palaeontologi-  
c a l  viewpoint.  The volume should provide u s e f u l  background 
ma te r i a l  f o r  a rchaeo log i s t s  and an th ropo log i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n s  on t h e  primates and t h e  hominids. 

Volume X (1975) of AZANIA, t h e  journal  of t h e  B r i t i s h  
I n s t i t u t e  i n  Eas tern  Af r i ca ,  con ta ins . . .  

Laurel  Ph i l l ip son ,  "Survey of t h e  Stone Age Archaeology of 
t h e  Upper Zambezi Valley: I .  The Northern 
P a r t  of t h e  Valley". 

Joseph 0 .  Vegel, "Kabondo Kumbo and t h e  Ear ly  I r o n  Age i n  
Vic to r i a  F a l l s  Region". 

Ce l i a  K .  Washbourn-Kamau, "Late Quaternary Shore l ines  of Lake 
Naivasha, Kenya: . 

Gerhard Liesegang, "Some I r o n  Age Wares from Centra l  Tanzania". 

Richard M .  Gramly, "Meat-feasting S i t e s  and C a t t l e  Brands: 
P a t t e r n s  of  Rock-shelter U t i l i z a t i o n  i n  
Eas t  Africa".  

S i r  John M .  Gray, "A Portuguese I n s c r i p t i o n  and t h e  Uroa 
Coin Hoard: Some Discoveries  i n  Zanzibar". 
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D r .  Pe te r  L. Shinnie 
Department of  Archaeology 
Universi ty o f  Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta ,  Canada 
T2N 1N4 

Dear Pe te r ,  

I am happy t o  r epor t  t h a t  t h e  book Axum w r i t t e n  by Yu. Kobischanov 
w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  English sometime next  year .  The work was o r i g i n a l l y  
published i n  1966 by t h e  Afr ica  I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  Academy of Sciences of 
t h e  USSR. With t h e  au thor ' s  a c t i v e  a s s i s t ance  and with t h e  cooperat ion 
of  t h e  Copyright Agency of the  USSR a f u l l y  r ev i sed ,  English ve r s ion  
w i l l  be published by The Pennsylvania S t a t e  Univers i ty  Press.  

The work provides a  thoroughly researched ana lys i s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Axumite Kingdom. Kobischanov approaches t h e  t a s k  with a  
broad anthropological  perspect ive ;  exploring Axumite p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  
economic behavior ,  s o c i a l  organiza t ion ,  and ideology. H i s  d i scuss ion  
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic r e l a t i o n s  between Rome and Axum, and t h e  
d e t a i l  with which he has reconstructed t h e  tu rbu len t  h i s t o r y  of contac t  
between South Arabia and Axum provide a  new and f a s c i n a t i n g  pe r spec t ive  
on one o f  A f r i c a ' s  o l d e s t  kingdoms. 

The volume w i l l  a l s o  include a t r a n s l a t i o n  and f u l l y  r ev i sed  vers ion  
of Kobischanov's 1968 essay  Sources on t h e  History of  Axum. This is  a 
concise in t roduct ion  t o  t h e  documentary sources a v a i l a b l e  t o  Axumite 
h i s t o r i a n s .  Kobischanov c r i t i c a l l y  evalua tes  and c l a s s i f i e s  primary 
documents - ranging from coins t o  c l e r i c a l  e p i s t l e s  - s o  a s  t o  g ive  t h e  
reader  some i n s i g h t  a s  t o  where t o  look f o r  c e r t a i n  kinds of  information 
pe r t a in ing  t o  Axumite c u l t u r e  and soc ie ty .  

I have cont r ibuted  an essay t o  t h e  volume on Axumite archaeology 
which at tempts t o  summarize p a s t  research  and t o  i d e n t i f y  those  t o p i c s  
which a r e  cu r ren t ly  t h e  focus of  a t t e n t i o n  among Axumite a rchaeo log i s t s .  

The a c t u a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  of both works by Kobischanov was accomplished 
by Professor  Lorraine Kapitanoff of t h e  Department of S l a v i c  Languages a t  
Penn S t a t e .  I served a s  s c i e n t i f i c  e d i t o r .  

S ince re ly ,  

Area Code 814 
865-2509 

Joseph W .  Michels 
Professor  of Anthropology. 
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INVITATION FOR SUBSCRIPTION 

FRANCIS VAN NOTEN 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF CENTRAL AFRICA 
with contributions by 

Daniel Cahen, Pierre de Maret, Jan Moeyersons and Emile Roche 

New publication. I vol., approx. 100 pp. text, 24 black-and-white plates, 8 colour plates, 36 pp. line drawings 
and 4 maps. Site: 18,5 x 27 em. Cloth. 

Pre-publication price: oS 600,- (approx. DM 88,-)  
The later list price will be approx. 30 % higher. Prices without value added tax. 

This volume is a synthesis of all archaeological work undertaken in Zai're, Rwanda, Burundi, Gabon, Congo- 
Brazzaville and the Central ~ f r i c a n  Republic. Such a synthesis has never been written before. This study 
summarizes all the work done since the end of the 19th century, but especially the fieldwork undertaken 
during the last years. I t  therefore yields a mass of unpublished material on the subject, as well as some 80 
recently obtained radiocarbon dates. It covers the complete prehistory from the first appearance of man in 
this part of the world up  to  the excavation of protohistoric graves and historic kings' tombs. The problems 
about the spreading of metallurgy and the migration of Bantu-speaking peoples, as well as the Iron Age 
Societies in general, are particularly well documented. 
For reasons of comparison references are made to sites in Uganda, Zambia and Angola. 
Prof. Van Noten is head of the Section Prehistory-Archaeology of the 'MusCe Royal de 1'Afrique Centrale' 
at Tervuren, Belgium. All the members of his interdisciplinary team contributed to  this volume. Dr. Moeyer- 
sons writes a chapter on Geomorphology and the Quaternary; Dr. Roche on Palaeo-Botany. Their contri- 
butions summarize the evolution of the climate in the past. Prof. Cahen is responsible of the Early, Middle 
and Late Stone Ages. The microlithic Late Stone Age is dealt with by Prof. Van Noten, who also writes on  
the 'Neolithic', the initial stages of the Iron Age and on archaeology and oral tradition; de Maret composes 
a chapter on the 'Neolithic' of Lower-Zai're, a chapter on  the Iron Age Societies and another on art. 
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CONFERENCES. 

News of two conferences t h a t  may be of i n t e r e s t  h a s  been 
received:  

The Fourth T r i e n n i a l  Symposium on T r a d i t i o n a l  African Art 
w i l l  be he ld  at t h e  Museum of African Ar t ,  Washington D.C. Apr i l  
13-16, 1977. 

D r .  J .  B e l l i s  i s  chairman of a panel on "Archaeology and 
T r a d i t i o n a l  Art i n  Africa". Those wishing t o  present  papers  
should inform him at: Department of  Sociology and Anthropology, 
Univers i ty  of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana 46556. 

The inaugura l  meeting and conference of t h e  West African 
Archaeological Associat ion w i l l  be he ld  at t h e  Enugu Campus of 
t h e  Univers i ty  of Nigeria  from 15 t o  19th December 1976. F u l l  
d e t a i l s  can be obtained from t h e  Sec re ta ry ,  Dr.F.N. Anozie, 
Department of ~ i s t o r ~ / A r c h a e o l o ~ ~ ,  Univers i ty  of Niger ia ,  Nsukka, 
Nigeria .  

The fol lowing l e t t e r  has  been received:  

Box 73, 
Road Town, 
T o r t o l a ,  
B r i t i s h  Virgin I s l a n d s .  

May 27th 1976. 
Dear M r .  Shinnie , 

I would be very g r a t e f u l  i f  you would i n s e r t  a small 
no t i ce  i n  t h e  next i s s u e  of NYAME AKUMA asking  any of your r eade r s  
who may have any information t h a t  could poss ib ly  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  
m e  i n  research  t h a t  I a m  doing i n t o  pas t  ' Indonesian'  contac t  with 
Afr ica ,  t o  g e t  i n  touch with me at  t h e  above address .  

Many thanks,  
Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

( ~ g d . )  Robert Dick-Read. 


