Settlement sites in arid areas such as the Sahara

often present themselves as large surface scatters of <v> f:.es
artefacts which at first sight do not seem to be very & P'Ott':y

specific. Features structuring a site (e.g. hearths or
post holes) are either missing or poorly preserved.
Often the simple mapping of finds and features
neither allows for statements concerning the internal
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settlement structures nor the spatial and chronological .
delimitation of settlement areas. 1 After mapping the artefacts a strong relationship To find further arguments for or against our
In the Wadi Howar region several surface sites have between geomorphological features (two sand hypothesis we used Thiessen-Polygons
g ¢ dunes) and artefact distribution patterns becomes (Voronoi diagrams). The Thiessen-Polygons
been exammeq by the ACACIA prOJect. They are the visible. For further analysis of possible internal are the subdivision of the plane into cells,
base for a spatial study using a GIS-based approach. structures of the site the lower grinding stones one for each grinding stone, using the
As an example the cattle-herder site Abu Tabari attracted our attention. They might represent Euclidian distances. The polygons are
: former individual household units as is known by limited by the surveyed area which causes
S02/28 dated to around 3000 BC is presented. E ethnographic studies. arbitrary boundaries for the outer polygons.
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