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 This issue of Nyame Akuma is our biggest 
issue to date with 17 submissions.  Papers range in 
time periods from the Stone Age to the recent past.  
However, the majority of papers address evidence of 
complex societies of the past two millennia.  Two 
exceptions are the papers by Khady Niang, who 
provides an overview of the evidence for the Early 
and Middle Stone Age of Senegal and West Africa 
broadly, and by Ahmed Hussein Abdel Rahman 
Adam, who provides results of two seasons of 
survey on Aba Island on the White Nile 300km south 
of Khartoum.  This study is one of the first major 
projects from the White Nile area of Sudan. A large 
number of surface sites were identified. Materials 
recovered included pottery, grinding stones and 
polished stone axes, but more work needs to be done 
to confirm the dates of these sites. 

 Nine papers address the archaeology, 
technology and culture history of Africa’s complex 
societies.  Diego Capra describes lithics, ceramics 
and features from the site of Medogwe near Axum 
in northern Ethiopia that span the Proto-Akusmite to 
the Middle Aksumite periods. Capra emphasizes the 
evolution of lithic technology at this location.  Thomas 
Soubira, François-Xavier Fauvelle, Elarbi Erbati 
and Romain Mensan are part of a multidisciplinary 
program of archaeological excavations of Sijilmāsa 
developed by TRACES Laboratory in Toulouse, 
France. Their paper describes excavations and 
preliminary interpretations of the hydraulic structures 
in the city. Cameron Gokee, Matthew Kroot Aimé 
Kantoussan, Adama Harouna Athie, Djiby Tamba, 
and Massar Sarr report on a preliminary survey in 
Haute-Gambie. The project seeks to understand 
the dynamic relationships between the groups in 
the region, the production and trade of gold, the 
slave trade and cultural identities. Archaeological 
sites in the area show shifting settlements with 
defensive strategies, and evidence of participation 
in commercial networks between the 16th and 19th 

centuries AD that probably are associated with 
political instability, the development of the slave 
trade, and the introduction of Islam.  

 Two of the nine papers present evidence 
from Shabe country in Benin that contribute to 
understanding the little known history of the country 
prior to the 16thcentury. The study by Didier N’Dah, 
Nestor Labiyi and Vincent Joseph Mama focuses on 
the centre of Etoo and its history using archaeological 
survey and the collection and analysis of oral histories 
and documents.  Etoo is a fortified site with stone and 
earthen walls covered by a thorny domesticated plant 
called ewon that was grown for defensive purposes.  
The second paper on Shabe country, by Nestor Labiyi, 
Christophe Assogba and Andrew Gurstele, explores 
the oral history and archaeology of Yoruba migration 
into Shabe country.  The evidence supports earlier 
populations in the region and their displacement by 
the Yoruba between the 11th and 16th centuries AD.

 Boachie-Ansah presents results from the 
University of Ghana’s field school at Bonoso, the 
ancestral home of the Wenchi people of the Brong-
Ahafo Region of Ghana. The project’s objectives 
were to determine if there was archaeological 
evidence to support the oral tradition of a common 
origin of the occupants of Bonoso and Ahwene 
Koko, the Wenchi state capital.  Radiocarbon dates 
and pottery recovered from the two sites support this 
claim.  In addition, the study reports a 7th century AD 
date for Bonoso, which is much earlier than the mid-
2nd millennium AD dates for complex societies in the 
area suggested by earlier theorists.

 The Kongoking Project, led by Koen 
Bostoen (University of Ghent), is studying evidence 
of the Kongo Kingdom in Central Africa and they 
are determining dates for the iron age in the region.  
Bernard Clist, Els Cranshof, Toon De Herdt, Roger 
Kidebua, Igor Matonda, Alphonse Nkanza Lutayi, 
Blair Zaid, and Koen Bostoen report on findings 
from the 2015 archaeological survey and excavations 
of the field project and museum studies. The 2015 
study contributes to a corpus of research of this 
project since 2012 and will contribute substantially 
to the knowledge of the iron age and the rise of the 
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chemical and colour analyses of sediments from a 
500-year-old settlement in Orile-Owu in Osun state.  
The purpose of the study is to develop standard 
parameters to differentiate between refuse mounds 
and collapsed mud buildings in archaeological sites, 
as the distinction is not easily determined visually 
from the surface.  Finally, Fritz Biveridge presents 
INAA of pottery samples from Dixcove, Ghana to 
help determine clay sources used in their production. 
Ethnohistorical accounts assert that Dixcove people 
fished and farmed and that their ancestors obtained 
pots through trade.  Biveridge’s analysis supports 
the ethnohistorical account, demonstrating three 
geographically distinct but unknown sources for the 
pottery found at the site.

 I thank all of the authors for their excellent 
contributions.  Authors planning on submitting 
papers for the June 2016 edition must do so by May 
15, 2016.

Dr. Diane Lyons
Editor

Kongo Kingdom in this region. In addition to the 
research on the iron age, Nikis and De Putter report 
on their third season of research of copper zones in 
the Niari Basin (Republic of Congo) and associated 
technological practices of copper production that 
may have coincided with the rise of the Kongo 
Kingdom.  Mandela Kaumba presents results of 
the ethnoarchaeological study of contemporary 
potters and their chaînes opératoires in the DRC and 
Angola. This research contributes to the knowledge 
of technological variability in the study area.

 Two studies investigate evidence of Africa’s 
recent past.  Salamatou examines the historical and 
archaeological evidence of the German colonial 
military site at Yoko in southern Cameroon.  The 
colonial site was constructed between 1899 and 1914 
and is now under threat of destruction by construction 
work. Salamatou argues that the colonial history of 
southern Cameroon is poorly studied and that there 
is a need to conserve the military and domestic 
architecture, trees, and the cemetery at Yoko with 
the aid of historic plans and recent archaeological 
survey of the site.  Sam Derbyshire uses 20th century 
ethnographic photographs of elements of ordinary 
material culture from museum collections and 
archives as a method to examine the recent past 
in Turkana.  The photographs serve to stimulate 
memory and to ascertain knowledge from the people 
interviewed.  For example, people recalled places 
in the photographs that stimulated knowledge of 
other events including cattle raiding and ecological 
change.  The method holds promise for future studies 
of the archaeology of the contemporary past.

 Four studies of material analyses of pottery 
and sediments are reported from work in Nigeria and 
Ghana. Ikegwu Jacinta Uchenna and Uzuebgu Joshua 
Okenwa contribute a study of X-ray flourescence 
analysis of pottery from the Ozizza, Afikpo area.  The 
study demonstrates that pottery was produced locally 
from kaolinites and illites. Akintayo provides a report 
on particle size analysis of sediment from the Yoruba 
forest kingdom site of Ijaye-Orile, SW Nigeria. The 
results provide environmental information of the site 
at the time of sediment deposition. Kingsley Chinedu 
Daraojimba presents the results of granulometric, 


