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 Nyame Akuma 83 has 14 submissions that fall 
into three very broad themes:  seven papers address 
trade; three papers report preliminary survey results 
in East Africa; and four papers relate to technology.

	 Under	the	theme	of	trade,	five	papers	examine	
aspects of trade in West Africa.  Kelly and colleagues 
report	on	the	first	significant	archaeological	project	
on the Rio Pongo Region of Guinea. They located 
and tested a number of 19th century sites that inform 
on the relationships among foreign traders, Africans 
and	 “Atlantic	 Creoles”	 expressed	 in	 architecture	
and other material remains.  Biveridge presents 
results	 of	 preliminary	 fieldwork	 at	 Fort	 Batenstein	
in the coastal area of Ghana’s Western Region. 
The	project	 focuses	on	 the	nature	of	Dutch-Ahanta	
contact	 from	1656-1872.	Test	 excavations	 revealed	
few	foreign	trade	goods	but	large	quantities	of	local	
ceramics, supporting the interpretation that the fort 
was	a	service	centre	for	the	region.	Boachie-Ansah’s	
study compares artifacts and the impact of Atlantic 
trade	 on	 local	 communities	 in	 two	 forts	 in	Ghana:	
Kormantin	1	 (a	major	 trading	point	 in	 the	Atlantic	
and	inland	trade	between	the	17th and 19th centuries) 
and	 contemporaneous	 Fort	 Amsterdam.	 Ogiogwa	
challenges	old	theories	that	complex	African	societies	
only	develop	in	the	West	African	rainforest	with	the	
Atlantic trade.  She presents information on the oral 
history and archaeology of Sungbo’s Eredo, a large 
earthwork	 that	 encloses	 Ijebuland	 in	 Nigeria.	 The	
author	provides	new	radiocarbon	dates	to	support	the	
construction	of	the	earthwork	prior	to	the	beginning	
of	 the	Atlantic	 trade	 in	 this	 region.	 	Nixon	and	his	
colleagues present preliminary results of their survey 
in	Benin	between	the	market	centers	of	Djougou	and	
Nikki	that	lie	on	the	trade	route	between	Ashanti	and	
Hausaland.		Nikki	was	an	important	political	centre	
of	 the	Kingdom	 of	 Borgu.	The	 project	 determined	
four localities for future research that may inform on 
regional cultural and political development. 

	 The	 remaining	 two	papers	 on	 trade	 address	
medieval	 period	 sites	 in	 North	 and	 East	 Africa.	
Abdelrahman	 Ibrahim	 Said	 presents	 a	 preliminary	
report	 of	 excavations	 at	 Kadamusa	 located	 on	 the	
east	 bank	 of	 the	 Nile	 north	 of	 the	 Third	 Cataract	
in	 northern	 Sudan.	 	 During	 the	 medieval	 period	
Kudamusa	 was	 important	 in	 controlling	 trade	 in	
Nubia.	Pradines	and	Herviaux	 report	on	2013	field	
research	at	Dembeni	on	Mayotte	Island	in	Comoros.		
They have determined that the site’s economy 
relied	on	exporting	rock	crystal	in	the	Indian	Ocean	
trade.	 Numerous	 test	 excavations	 were	 undertaken	
to evaluate the site’s archaeological potential and 
the	extent	of	its	occupation,	and	to	identity	priority	
areas that need protection from development and 
farming.	 	 Evidence	 from	 the	 excavations	 includes	
the	 possibility	 of	 pre-Islamic	 levels	 at	 the	 site	 and	
the	 division	 of	 the	 community	 into	 two	 areas	 of	
occupation. 

 Three papers present preliminary results of 
surveys	in	East	Africa.		Petek	summarizes	his	2014	
survey	of	 the	Lake	Baringo	Lowlands	 in	Kenya	as	
part	of	Paul	Lane’s	REAL	ITN	project.	Petek’s	survey	
investigates the effects of pastoralist homesteads on 
land	 rehabilitation	projects	 in	 the	 region	as	well	as	
assessing the potential of later Holocene archaeology 
in	 the	 Lake	 Baringo	 Basin.	 Masao	 provides	 the	
results	of	a	pilot	survey	of	Khusumay	Endamarerieki	
in	 northern	 Tanzania	 to	 assess	 its	 archaeological	
potential.	Magnavita	 and	Thiaw	describe	 results	of	
investigations	 of	 tumuli	 near	 Mbacké	 in	 Senegal	
that	were	historically	part	of	the	Jolof	Empire.	Using	
remote	 sensing	 methods	 the	 project	 team	 located	
sub-surface	 features	 including	 residential	 areas,	
funerary	remains	and	iron	production	that	were	test	
excavated.	

 The four papers in the technology theme each 
address	different	aspects	of	technology.		Yahia	Fadl	
Tahir and colleagues present a history of grain storage 
technology in northern Sudan and the emergence of 
above ground granaries called gossi,	which	 appear	
with	 the	 introduction	 of	 the	 sagia to the region. 
Temperature	experiments	show	the	capacity	of	gossi 
to maintain interior temperatures and to protect grain 
and other food from pests and bacteria. Tesfaye and 
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Alemseged classify pottery found in archaeological 
contexts	 near	 Dunjame	 in	 East	 Gojjam,	 Ethiopia,	
and	Kritzinger	 provides	 an	 update	 on	 international	
interest in her investigation of ancient gold mining 
in	 Zimbabwe	 that	 was	 previously	 reported	 in	 NA.	
Finally,	Oyinloye	 reviews	 the	 history	 of	 soapstone	
figures	in	the	National	Museum	in	Esie,	Nigeria	and	
the	technological	needs	that	are	required	to	conserve	
them.  

	 Thanks	 to	 all	 of	 the	 authors	 for	 their	
contributions.  Nyame Akuma	 is	growing	with	each	
issue.		It	is	important	that	all	authors	follow	the	paper	
submission guidelines printed on the inside cover of 
Nyame Akuma, particularly the limitations on paper 
length and number of images. 

Dr.	Diane	Lyons
Editor


