
 Nyame Akuma Issue 81 has six contributions 
that address technology, historical archaeology and 
present results of recent survey and excavation.  
Two papers address new evidence of technological 
developments in Africa.  Phillipson and Aregay 
present the first evidence of an ancient slow potter’s 
wheel found on Beta Giyorgis Hill in Axum, 
Ethiopia.  The basalt wheel is now housed at the 
Axum Archaeological Museum.  While the age of 
the artifact is not yet determined, it is thought to 
date to the general period from Pre-Aksumite to 
Classical Aksumite times.  The report of a slow 
potter’s wheel is an important contribution to 
knowledge of pottery production in sub-Saharan 
Africa.

 Mohammed describes results of 
investigations of ironworking at Nasia in the 
Mamprugu traditional area of northern Ghana.  
Although ethnographic evidence indicates that 
smelting stopped in this region over a century 
ago, blacksmithing still continues.  Archaeological 
survey of the area demonstrates intensive smelting 
activity in the region in the past and this practice 
involved different types of furnaces to smelt 
different types of ores.  The author suggests that it 
is likely that intensive iron smelting was linked to 
the rise of the Mamprugu Kingdom in the mid-14th 
century AD.

 Two researchers in southwestern Nigeria 
draw our attention to archaeological evidence 
of the Yoruba’s past.  Ajala advocates for more 
interdisciplinary research between anthropologists, 
archaeologists and other scientists to investigate 
Yoruba culture history in southwestern Nigeria.  The 
Department of Anthropology and Archaeology at 
Ibadan has initiated a five-year project to study Owu 

settlement, migration and identity.  This ambitious 
project requires different types of research expertise.  
University students who participated in the first 
season were drawn from different disciplines with 
the intent of sharing their diverse knowledge and 
expertise. It is hoped that the interdisciplinary 
nature of their project will break down disciplinary 
barriers to better serve the study of Yoruba culture 
history, advance educational programmes at the 
university and serve the local community. 

 Olukole explores the potential for cultural 
tourism in southwestern Nigeria with the goal of 
accessing UNESCO support to integrate cultural 
tourism with Nigeria’s national development.  He 
provides an update of archaeological investigations 
in Oyo-Ile and Badagry heritage sites in southwestern 
Nigeria and a summary of the traditional histories 
of these centers.  Both centers have rich historical 
and archaeological resources that have potential 
as tourist destinations and the area has other 
recreational potential.  Cultural tourism would help 
to conserve the history of local Yoruba people and 
benefit the community with employment.

 The last two papers present results of 
archaeological survey and test excavations in 
Sudan and Cameroon.  Tahir and Said surveyed the 
Mahas region in northern Sudan to order to identify 
sites endangered by the Dal Dam Project.  Thirty-
one sites were identified that date to the Paleolithic, 
Neolithic, Kerma, New Kingdom, Post-Meroitic, 
Christian and Islamic periods. In addition there are 
rich sites with rock art imagery and the investigators 
report the most southern extent of an A-group grave.  

 Fouda provides preliminary excavation 
results from research conducted for his MA thesis.  
This research involved test excavations at Mt Fouiy 
and Lom archaeological sties in Centre Province of 
Cameroon in 2005.  Most of the artefacts recovered 
were pottery, but he did find evidence of circular 
structures and daub (likely from buildings), as well 
as evidence of iron-working activities. 
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 I thank the authors for this fine set of 
contributions.  

Dr. Diane Lyons
Editor, Nyame Akuma
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