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 Kormantin featured as a major contact point 
in the coastal trade activities that occurred between 
the three major kingdoms of Eguafo, Asebu, and 
Efutu and the chiefdoms in the immediate interior 
(Agorsah 1975, 1993). Preliminary studies in 1999 
and 2007 by Agorsah indicate that Kormantin 
embraced the slave trade and had access to abundant 
local and foreign trade goods and cultures, while 
serving as a rallying point and outlet for both the 
trans-Saharan and Atlantic trade (Agorsah and 
Butler 2008: 1). Data from the site can therefore 
provide information on internal and external trade 
contacts and exchanges, migration routes, patterns 
of market traffic, the different groups represented 
in the colonial encounter with the Kormantin and 
surrounding areas, and the impact of external trade 
on the local communities of Ghana. 

 Many of the early enslaved Africans sent to 
the West Indies were shipped from Kormantin and 
enslaved Africans from the Gold Coast were referred 
to as “Cormantins” or “Coromantese” (van Dantzig 
1980: 22-23). Agorsah and Butler (2008: 14) have 
rightly commented that as the “dispersal point for 
those passing through into the African Diaspora”, 
Kormantin “becomes the starting point where the 
Diaspora cultural formation and bonding began and 
constitutes the location which we need to examine 
in our search of those cultural and population 
identities, the issues of which weaves through 
almost all discussions of the history and culture of 
…the African Diaspora”. Of particular interest to 
the writer is the extent to which the cultural material 
from Kormantin bears resemblance to or differs from 
that of the nearby Fort Amsterdam, the residents of 
which traded with the inhabitants of Kormantin. 
Was the subsistence economic lifestyle of the Fort’s 
residents different from that of the local inhabitants? 
Were the imported European goods from the fort 
any different from those traded to the local people? 
Was the local pottery, used by the fort’s residents, 
different from that used by the local population? 
What trade items found in the fort were also traded to 
the local population? In summary, the purpose of the 
excavation undertaken by the author at Kormantin 
No. 1 was to obtain data for comparison with that 
obtained from excavations conducted by the author 

 GHANA

Introduction
    
 Kormantin No. 1 (N 05° 12′ 187″ W 01° 04′ 
797″)  is located 66m above sea level on the summit 
of an isolated hill, approximately 1km north of Fort 
Amsterdam in the Central Region of Ghana (Figure 
1). Kormantin was the settlement of the local people 
from 1631 to 1811 at the time when the Dutch or 
the English occupied Fort Amsterdam. Writing 
in 1704, William Bosman (1967: 58) claimed that 
the inhabitants were either “mercantile traders” or 
“fishermen”. Although still inhabited, much of the 
old site on the hilltop is in ruins. The mud walls 
of the town contain fragments of potsherds, an 
indication that buildings have been erected on the 
ruins of an older settlement. Digging for alluvial gold 
by illegal miners has destroyed and disturbed the 
archaeological record, and the site has been pillaged 
for valuable colonial trade items for sale to antique 
dealers. Portions of the hilltop, not disturbed by 
illegal mining, are the areas very close to buildings, 
a fenced garden of a retired policeman, a cemetery 
and a refuse dump that was excavated by the author.    
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at Fort Amsterdam in 2006 and 2008.     

Excavation and Finds

 The excavation at Kormantin No. 1 was 
conducted from 16-27 June 2008. A 2x3m trench 
with the length and width aligned on a northsouth 
and eastwest axis respectively, was excavated at 
the hilltop site of Kormantin No. 1 just south of the 
cemetery. The southeast corner of the pit was located 
1.20cm and 180° to the east of an abandoned pipe 
stand, which was firmly fixed in a strong concrete 
masonry structure and was used as a temporary 
benchmark.
 
 An arbitrary level of 20cm to a context was 

adopted. Excavation revealed that the trench was 
dug on a midden dating from the mid-18th to the 
20th centuries. The trench attained a depth of 110cm 
with 5 arbitrary levels. The soil in all the levels 
consisted of a loose black humus soil (Hue 10YR1. 
7/1 of the Standard Colour Soil Chart), which was 
underlain by a compact bright reddish brown sterile 
sub-soil (Hue 2.5YR 5/8) with quartzite stones of 
a type mined by the residents of the town for sale 
to building contractors. It soon became apparent 
that a pit, probably dug for mud for the building of 
houses, was used by the residents as a convenient 
dumping ground for their refuse. Such a practice 
is common throughout Ghana. Mrs. Grace Appiah 
(about 45 years old), a blood relation of the Chief 
of Kormantin No. 1, and the Adontenhene of the 
Mankesim Traditional Area, Nana Kwame Akyen 

Figure 1:  Map showing the location of Kormantin No. 1.
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II, confirmed that the excavated area was used as a 
refuse dump during her childhood days.

 Potsherds, both European and locally 
manufactured were found in all the levels. Finds 
from the first level included polythene bags of types 
still sold in Ghanaian markets, European smoking 
pipe fragments, glass bottles and beads, a gun flint, a 
button, a glass stopper, animal bones, mollusc shells, 
and corroded iron objects. From Level 2 were found 
a glass bead, fragments of glass bottles, corroded 
iron objects, fragments of European smoking pipes, 
bones and shells of molluscs. Glass bottles and 
beads, corroded iron objects, European smoking 
pipes, bones and shells of molluscs were also found 
in Level 3. Similar objects as those found in Level 
3 in addition to a brass forowa, (containers made 
from stamped, incised and repoussé imported sheet 
and used for storing cosmetics, lotions, medicinal 
powders, gold dust, beads and cowry shells) were 
found in Level 4. In addition to similar finds from 
Level 4, Level 5 produced 2 broken pieces of yellow 
bricks and a granite grindstone.

 The predominant finds were sherds of 
locally manufactured pottery 2099 of which were 
recovered from the excavation. The fabric of some 
of the potsherds is coarse while others have fine-
grained fabric. The sherds are well-fired and contain 
fragments of mica that were certainly part of the clay 
used in manufacturing the vessels. The colour of the 
inner and outer fabric is grey, black or brown. Some 
of the sherds contain fragments of quartz and what 
appears to be hornblende, a blackish shiny mineral. 
The sherds are similar in paste characteristics to 
the sherds excavated at Fort Amsterdam in 2006 
(Boachie-Ansah 2008: 42-46) and 2008. 

 Burnishing and red slipping were unpopular 
and were applied to 18.8% and 2.9% of the sherds 
respectively. A total of 659 sherds (31.4%) are 
decorated and the remaining 1440 (68.6%) are 
undecorated. As was the case with the sherds from 
Fort Amsterdam, grooving was the predominant 
decoration applied to the pottery. A total of 110 
sherds constituting 16.7% are decorated with single 
circumferential grooves while 485 sherds (73.6% of 

the decorated sherds) are decorated with multiple 
circumferential grooves. Grooves therefore constitute 
90.3% of the total decorations on the sherds. The 
grooves were applied to rim lips, the inner and outer 
parts of rims, bodies and necks. Other decorations are 
single (0.6%) and multiple (2.0%) incisions on rims, 
shoulders, bodies and necks; channelling (3.3%) on 
rims, necks and bodies; triangular stamps (0.5%) on 
bodies and rims; dot stamps (0.2%) on a rim sherd; 
cord roulette (0.2%) on a body sherd; what appears 
to be carved wooden roulette (0.3%) on body sherds; 
a combination of grooves and triangular stamps 
(0.3%) on a rim and on a neck sherd; a combination 
of grooves and dot stamps (1.8%) on carinations, 
rims and bodies; a combination of grooves and rim 
lip notches (0.2%) on a rim; a combination of single 
groove and cord roulette (0.2%) on a body sherd; 
thumb impressions (0.2%) on a body sherd; and a 
combination of multiple grooves and short incised 
lines (0.2%) on a carinated sherd.

 The pottery is characterized by vessels with 
flowing profiles. This is indicated by the fact that 
out of the total of 2099 sherds, only 55 (2.6%) are 
carinated. Jars (i.e., vessels with constricted necks, 
everted rims and spherical bodies) and bowls (i.e., 
hemispherical vessels with everted or incurved rims) 
constitute 55.2% and 44.8% respectively of the total 
vessel forms. The jar forms consist of vessels whose 
everted rims curve smoothly at both interior and 
exterior and with a rim diameter ranging from 16-
28cm (Figure 2a); vessels whose everted rims curve 
smoothly at the exterior but sharply in the interior and 
with rim diameters ranging from 20-50cm (Figure 2b); 
vessels characterized by everted rims, which curve 
sharply on the exterior, but are smooth on the interior 
(Figure 2c) and with rim diameters ranging from 20-
40cm; vessels characterized by everted rims which 
curve sharply at both exterior and interior to form the 
neck and with rim diameters ranging from 20-48cm 
(Figure 2d); a vessel with a rim which curves sharply 
in both the interior and exterior profile to join the 
neck and with a pronounced ridge immediately below 
the shoulder and a rim diameter of 30cm (Figure 3a); 
vessels characterized by corrugated or straight necks 
that are vertically aligned to the everted rims (Figure 
3b,c) and rim diameters ranging from 22-45cm; and 
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Figure 2:  Jar forms of Kormantin No. 1 pottery. Figure 3:  Jar forms of Kormantin No. 1 pottery.

vessels with rim diameters ranging from 20-46cm 
and everted rims which curve sharply to join the 
neck, and a carinated body (Figure 3d). The presence 
of the last vessel form in Elmina from 1873 onward 
corresponds to an increasing presence of the Asante 
in the coastal town (DeCorse 2001: 122).

 The bowl forms include open vessels whose 
rims curve smoothly on the exterior and sharply on 
the interior and with rim diameters ranging from 22-
40cm (Figure 4a); vessels characterized by incurved 
rims with squared, rounded or beaded rims and with 

rim diameters ranging from 22-36cm (Figure 4b,c); 
vessels with incurved rims, carinations, or ledges 
(Figures 4d,e, 5a), a variant of which (Figure 5a) is 
similar in shape to a European tea pot and may have 
been copied from a European prototype; a vessel with 
an incurved rim, an almost straight-sided body wall 
and a flat base (Figure 5b); cup-like vessels probably 
copied from European mugs and with a rim diameter 
ranging from 16-20cm (Figure 5c); open vessels with 
rim diameters ranging from 18-36cm and with rim 
diameters wider than body diameters (Figures 5d, 
6a-d, 7a); and an open vessel with a straight rim and 
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a beaded rim lip (Figure 7b). The bases are flanged 
(Figure 7c) or flat (Figure 7d).   

 Also found in the excavation were European 
and Japanese potsherds. Table 1 shows the distribution, 
dates of manufacture and countries of origin of 
some of the European and Japanese pottery from 
Kormantin. European smoking pipes were recovered 
from Levels 1, 2, 3, and 5. A total of 112 pieces of 
pipe stems and 24 pipe bowls were found in the 
excavation. Of the 24 bowls, only 4 were complete 
and the remaining 20 were broken pieces.  Many of 
the pipe stems are undecorated. Decoration on the 
stems consists of a series of open circles and rouletted 
motifs consisting of denticulated square-like and sub-
rectangular impressions achieved by the use of a cog-
like instrument and arranged circumferentially around 

the stems (Figure 8e-g). One pipe stem from Level 1 
is marked with the figure 15. All the decorated pipe 
stems are Dutch.

 Two of the complete bowls have a rim 
diameter of 2.5cm, and the remaining two have a rim 
diameter of 2.3cm. One complete erect pipe bowl 
was found in Level 1, and three others were found in 
Level 3. An almost complete bowl with an estimated 
rim diameter of 2.5cm was also found in Level 2.

 The diagnostic pipe bowls (Figure 8a-d) are 
all erect and are devoid of the delicate cog-wheel 
denticulation that are found on the bowl rims of 
18th century Dutch pipes from Fort Amsterdam. A 
few of the pipe bowls have unbroken spurs. One of 
the broken, erect pipe bowls from Level 1 (Figure 

Figure 4:  Bowl forms of Kormantin No. 1 pottery. Figure 5:  Bowl forms of Kormantin No. 1 pottery.
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Figure 6:  Bowl forms of Kormantin No. 1 pottery. Figure 7:  Bowl and base forms of Kormantin No. 
1 pottery.

Type and Description Date and Origin Provenience No. of  Sherds

Creamware sherds probably 
from a chamber pot; decorated 
with annular bands of black, 
white and light yellow.

ca. 1785 (Hume 1976: 126).    
ca. 1780-1815 (DeCorse 
2001:153). 
Probably England.

Level 2
Level 3
Level 5
Total

  1
  8
  5
14

Pearlware sherds from bowls, 
plates and dishes and with 
cut-sponge stamped floral and 
geometric designs in blue, red, 
green and brown. 

ca. 1830-1873 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
Probably Netherlands.

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Total

  5
35
  2
  4
46
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Pearlware plate fragments in 
underglaze, transfer-printed 
blue ‘willow’ and zig-zag 
wooden fence and Chinese 
‘Pagoda’ pattern.

ca. 1790-1840 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
Probably England.

Level 3
Total

  3
  3

Pearlware soup plate sherds 
in underglazed blue and white 
transfer-printed designs with 
English country scenes and 
floral and leaf motifs.

ca. 1780-1880.
Probably England.

Level 3
Total 

  3
  3

Pearlware plates and dish 
cover fragments with red, 
brown, grey, green and light 
blue transfer-printed floral 
and geometric motifs and a 
medallion.

ca. 1795-1840 (South 
1977:212).
Probably England.

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Total

12
29
  1
  7
49

Pearlware deep soup bowl 
fragments with painted 
multiple linear borderlines 
along the rim and rim edge.

ca. 1795-1840 (South 
1977:212).
Probably England.

Level 3
Total

  8
  8

Pearlware soup plate fragment 
with moulded feather-edge 
painted in blue.

ca. 1780-1830 (South 
1977:212).
England.

Level 3
Total

  1
  1

Pearlware deep bowl and plate 
fragments with linear designs 
or broad bands of coloured slip 
in blue, greeny grey or coffee 
colour around the rim or body.

ca. 1790-1830 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
ca. 1790-1820 (South 
1977:212).
England or France.

Level 3
Total

  5
  5

Pearlware English water jug 
fragments with painte floral 
and gold designs.

ca. 1748-1848 (Twitchett 
2002).
England.

Level 2
Level 3
Total

  2
27
29

Whiteware sherd with annular/
banded designs of white, black 
and blue coloured slip.

ca. 1790-1840 (Lewis 
1999:188).
DeCorse (2001:153).
England.

Level 3
Total

   1
   1
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Whiteware plate fragments 
in flown blue transfer and 
hand-painted, blurred floral 
decoration (mid-19th century 
export ware).

ca. 1840-1873 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
England.

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Total

   3
   5
   1
   2
 11

Whiteware plate sherds 
marked NEAPOLITAN, a 
style name of some pottery 
made in Staffordshire in the 
late 19th century. 

Late 19th century.
England. 

Level 2
Level 3
Total

   1
   1
   2

Whiteware plate sherds 
marked DOULTON and 
BURSLEM, the latter 
the name of a town in 
Staffordshire. 

Early 20th century.
England.

Level 3
Total

    2
    2

Whiteware plate sherd marked 
ENGLAND.

Probably early 20th century.
England.

Level 3
Total

   1
   1

Whiteware bowl sherd marked 
BEXLEY.

Probably early 20th century.
England.

Level 2
Total

   1
   1

Rhenish salt-glazed jug (krug) 
fragment with incised comb 
lines, geometric designs and 
cobalt blue decoration. 

ca. 1650-1750 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
ca. 1700-1775 (South 
1977:210).
Westerwald, Rhineland, 
Germany.

Level 2
Total

   1
   1

Stoneware light-brown salt-
glazed storage jar fragments 
with incised decoration.

ca. 1840-1900 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
Germany or England.

Level 2
Level 3
Total

    1
    1
    2

Stoneware brown salt-glazed 
bottle fragment with everted 
rim and used as container for 
ink and blacking.

ca. 1820-1900 (South 
1977:210).
ca. 1820-1873 (DeCorse 
2001:153).
England

Level 3
Total

    1
    1
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Figure 8:  a-d 19th century pipe bowls; e-g Dutch smoking pipe 
stems.

Japanese export porcelain 
bowl fragments; enameled 
and polychrome and decorated 
with oriental scenery, fruits 
and leaves. One sherd marked 
MADE IN JAPAN.

ca. 1920-1930 
Japan

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Total

    1
    6
    1
    8

China-porcelain moulded doll 
heads with sloping shoulders, 
light brown hair and bright 
pink cheek. 

ca. 1800-1902           
(Blakeman and Smith: 
1983:30).
England or Germany.

Level 3
Total

    1
    1

Table 1:  Distribution of European and Japanese pottery from Kormantin.
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8a) has a spur and is marked with the letters F R 
surmounted by 3 floral designs on the side of the 
bowl facing the smoker. The initials F R may stand 
for Francis Russell Jr. whose initials have been found 
on a pipe bowl also with the initials E R representing 
Edward Reed, a pipe maker from Bristol to whom 
he was apprenticed till 1698 (see Oswald 1975: 86, 
figure 15: 11, 157; Walker 1975: 172). According to 
Oswald (1975: 86), Francis Russell Jr. must have 
produced pipes until at least ca.1725. However, as 
rightly pointed out by Calvocoressi (1975a: 197), 
the presence of an individual’s name on a pipe does 
not necessarily limit the date of its production to his 
lifetime since a pipe maker’s descendants usually 
operated after his death and used the same marks of 
their ancestors. The pipe with the E R mark (as well 
as all the complete erect bowls) is similar in shape 
to 19th century pipes with erect bowls and probably 
dates to that century.

 One of the broken bowls made of reddish-
brown clay from Level 3 is characterized by fluting 
or ribbing that extends to the rim. Coloured clay 
pipes are relatively rare and generally confined to 
19th century products (Walker 1975: 166). Another 
fluted bowl (Figure 8d), white and erect and 
measuring 3.5cm high, was found in Level 3. It is 
decorated with oblique incisions or dashes aligned 
vertically on the side that faces the smoker and at the 
back of the bowl directly opposite the side that faces 
the smoker.  Calvocoressi (1975a: 198) has assigned 
a 19th century date to a probable British pipe from 
Accra with similar dashes. Pipes with fluted bowls 
begin ca.1770 (Oswald 1975: 111) or from the later 
18th century (Walker 1975: 183). The fluting extends 
from 2 cm below the rim lip to the broken stem. The 
pipe type is similar to the type illustrated in Walker 
(1975: Plate XXXIId) and is typical of 19th century 
pipe bowls. One pipe bowl fragment, also from Level 
3, has what appears to be a crowned L on the base of 
the spur and the letter S and the Gouda coat of arms 
on the two sides of the spur. A crowned L is a Gouda 
mark dating from 1726 to 1925 (Duco 2003: 152). 
Finally, one broken bowl from Level 5 is marked with 
what Dr. Jerzy Gawronski (personal communication, 
February 2009), Head of the Archaeology Division, 
City of Amsterdam, has described as an “epiphany 

or thelfth day candle” on the base of the spur, a 
Gouda coat of arms surmounted by the letter S on 
the left side of the spur, and another Gouda coat of 
arms on the other side of the spur. Dr. Gawronski 
maintains that the candle mark is a Gouda pipe mark 
in use from 1715-1755. The S is an abbreviation 
for “slegte” meaning “ordinary”. Dutch pipes with 
these marks were made in the second half of the 
18th century (Calvocoressi 1975a: 196). The bowl is 
forward drooping and is a Dutch smoking pipe of the 
period after 1750. Also found were 2 broken pieces 
of Dutch bricks and one lower grindstone of granite 
from Level 5 and one cream-coloured gunflint from 
Level 1.

 Glass beads from the excavation include 
yellow, purple, blue, white, light blue, light green 
and brown 19th century machine-pressed Prosser 
(mould) beads in use by 1840 (Francis Jr. 1994: 58). 
Many of such beads were made in Bohemia and 
France. Other beads include a “Dutch Blue” bead of 
the 18th century; a brown, cylindrical bead, probably 
an imitation of a coral bead; a brown Venetian cane 
bead of a type illustrated by Francis Jr. (1994: 114) 
and described among the early European beads 
traded to North America and West Africa; a locally 
made (Ghanaian) powder-glass bead similar to the 
ones illustrated by Francis Jr. (1994: 106) and a 
single 19th century Venetian millefiori bead in green, 
yellow, brown, white, and pink colours.

 Glass containers for intoxicants include a 
case bottle characterized by a square face, an applied 
slanted collar, a flat lip, and a seamline running 
through the body to the lip, manufactured after 1910 
(van der Sloot 1975); a sherd marked …ELCHER…, 
certainly a J.J. MELCHERS mark found on some of 
the bottles imported into the Gold Coast; a sherd with 
the stork seal mark of a J.H. Henkes gin bottle, and 
a fragment with a “G” mark, probably from one of 
the numerous liquor bottles exported from Holland 
in the 19th century. Founded in 1824, J.H. Henkes 
Company exported liquor to West Africa ca. 1850. 
Among the popular liquor brands at the time were 
the Stork brand and Genever Star brand Aromatic 
Schnapps (van der Sloot 1975).
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 Also found were a neck fragment of an 
English cylindrical wine bottle with a flattened 
string collar below the lip and made from 1889 to 
the present (DeCorse 1998: 45), or from the 1860s 
onwards (Switzer 1974: 24), or after 1802 (Beck 
1977: 38); a neck fragment of an English cylindrical 
bottle with a slanting collar and a double V-tooled 
string collar finish in vogue in the 1860s (Switzer 
1974: 16), and made ca. 1820-1930 (DeCorse 1998: 
44) as a container for ale, and a neck fragment of 
a 20th century English beer bottle with a seamline 
running through the body and ending below the 
collar.

 Bottles used as containers for mineral water 
or carbonated drinks include a base fragment of 
an English, aqua “Hamilton” bottle which became 
popular in the later half of the 19th century (Green 
1978: 13; Hedges 1989: 12); fragments of an English 
aqua glass cylindrical bottle with a rounded base, 
in vogue from the 1890s to the early 20th century 
(Blakeman and Smith 1983: 70); and a neck fragment 
of an English long-necked, cylindrical, straight-
sided bottle made of transparent, pale and bubbly 
aqua glass capped with a ceramic closure fastened 
with a copper wire clip, made from the late 19th to 
the early 20th century, and exported to the British 
colonies (personal communication between David 
Jones and L.B. Crossland, 2009).

 Toiletry bottles include an English cylindrical 
bottle with a long neck made of aquamarine coloured 
glass and with a V-tooled single ring along the neck 
probably made in the late 19th to the early 20th century; 
a small opaque cylindrical vial blown in two-piece 
mould and finished with a patent lip at neck terminus 
probably made in France or England from the late 
19th century to the present, and identical in shape 
to “Six Flowers Perfumed Oil” bottle still found in 
many parts of West Africa and imported from Bush, 
Boake and Allen, London; a rectangular bottle with 
four sides and embossed with the word LAVENDER 
and probably made in England or France in the 19th 
century; a four-sided rectangular plain glass bottle 
embossed on one side with RICHTER & CIE and 
…I/THUR, probably made in France in the 19th 
century; a container of vaseline pomade known to 

have been produced in England from ca. 1868 and in 
the United States from ca. 1868 (http:// en.wikipedia.
org/wki/Robert_Chesebrough), and screw-top 
ointment bottles with spiral twist thread to fit metal 
caps, all probably made in England or France in the 
early 20th century.

 Culinary bottles include a probably made-
in-England cathedral-shaped bottle with diagonal 
coils on the shoulder sometimes described as a 
cologne bottle but listed in bottle makers’ books as a 
culinary bottle for vinegar, and thought to be a sauce 
container (DeCorse 1998: 34; Munsey 1970: 152) 
or pepper sauce container (Switzer 1974: 57), and 
dated to ca. 1880-1900 (Munsey 1970: 152) or ca. 
1820-1930 (DeCorse 1998: 34); a dish-shaped, clear 
glass bottle blown in two-piece mould, with raised 
staves enclosing round bosses, probably of late 19th 
to early 20th century; a preserve/fruit jar with a wide 
orifice and a thickened collar band, probably made 
in England, and an amber glass bottle with a thick 
collar and a flattened lip, probably a sauce or pickle 
container made in England in the early 20th century.

 Bottles for keeping medicines and chemicals 
include a Davis Pain Killer bottle produced after 
1854 (DeCorse 2001: 148); Sloan’s liniment bottle 
from the United States, production of which began 
from ca.1903 (http//en.wikipedia.org/wki/Earl_
Sloan); probable containers for castor oil, imported 
from England and popular on the Gold Coast 
as a purgative; a bottle embossed with the mark 
ATWOODS JAUNDICE BITTERS, formerly made 
by Moses Atwoods of Georgetown, Masachussets, 
USA, probably of 19th/early 20th century date, and 
a probable container of Kruschen Salt, a purgative 
made of magnesium sulphate (hrrp//www.cqout.
com/show.asp?), popular on the Gold Coast, and still 
sold in Ghana today. 

 Ceramic closures attached to wire clips and 
used as a lid for straight-sided cylindrical mineral 
water bottles dated from ca. 1874 to the 1890s 
(Green 1978: 68); glass, “club” sauce closures with 
flat tops devoid of depressions, made in England or 
continental Europe, and similar to those from Ladoku 
(Boachie-Ansah 2002: 18), and dating from the late 
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19th to early 20th centuries (DeCorse 1998: 50), and 
a glass ball stopper with a ground shank devoid of a 
press mould mark, of a type dating from ca. 1745 to 
the present (DeCorse 1998: 50) and made in England 
or continental Europe, were also recovered from the 
excavation. 
 
 Marine and terrestrial shells found in the 
excavation consisted of Achatina achatina; Ostrea 
denticulata; Cardium costatum; Achatina achatina; 
Thais callifera; Donax acutangulus; Tivela tripla; 
Oliva acuminata; Cymbium cymbium; Cardium 
ringens; Cardium kobelti; Murex saxatalis; Cardium 
ringens; Gadinia afra; Tympanotonus fuscata; 
Triphora; Lithophaga aristata; Tympanotonus 
fuscata; Cypraea monita and Cypraea stercoraria. 
Bones of bovids, Pisces (including freshwater 
catfish) and Aves (including domestic chicken) were 
also found.

Discussion

 The finds from the excavation date the 
excavated area of Kormantin No. 1, at the earliest, 
from the mid-18th century to the 20th century. The 
presence of polythene bags of types still used by 
Ghanaians, is an indication that present-day residents 
of the site dumped their refuse on the site until quite 
recently. The only artifact that could have been 
brought to the site in the 17th century is a fragment of 
a Rhenish salt-glazed jug from Level 2, with incised 
lines and geometric designs of a type dated by 
DeCorse (2001: 153) to ca.1650-1750. As the date 
indicates, even this fragment of pottery could have 
been brought to the site in the 18th century. Besides, 
Rhenish stonewares were treasured and kept as 
heirlooms, and may have been dumped on the site 
long after the original owner had acquired it. This is 
supported by the fact that European ceramics of the 
late 18th century were associated with the find. 

 Also of 18th century date are the Dutch smoking 
pipe stems and particularly the Dutch pipe bowl from 
the bottommost Level 5. As already indicated, this 
pipe with a Gouda pipe maker’s marks, fragmentary 
as it is, is similar in shape to Dutch pipes after 1750, 

and the maker’s mark betrays it as a Dutch pipe of 
the second half of the 18th century. It is likely that 
many of the erect undecorated pipe bowls and stems 
are 19th century British pipes (Calvocoressi 1975a: 
195-199). 

 David Calvocoressi (1975a: 195-196) has 
noted that mass production and importation of cheap 
European pipes in the 18th century led to collapse 
of the local pipe industry (see also Ozanne 1962). 
The local pipe producers could not compete with 
foreign companies that produced pipes, particularly 
the British who intensified their trade with the Gold 
Coast after the departure of the Dutch from the 
country in 1872.

 Ozanne (n.d.: 1) has aptly commented that 
the further a settlement lies from the coast, the less 
the chance of obtaining evidence from documents 
or from imported wares. Being closer to the ports, 
coastal settlements had easy access to European 
imported wares, and with the importation of mass-
produced smoking pipes from Europe the local pipe-
making industries in the coastal areas of Ghana may 
have declined earlier than those in the hinterland. 
Imported pipes were cheaper and affordable on the 
coast than in the hinterland. It is for this reason that 
locally manufactured pipes are rare in the Accra 
area (Ozanne n.d.: 33) and at Elmina in the 18th 
and 19th centuries (DeCorse 2001: 6,71,166). No 
locally manufactured smoking pipe was found in 
the excavation. On the other hand, indications of 
acculturation and reliance on European imported 
goods can be discerned in the archaeological record 
as numerous European imported goods from the 
excavation testify.
 
 The locally manufactured pottery found in the 
excavations at Kormantin No. 1 and Fort Amsterdam 
is very similar. Both sites are characterized by 
pottery with mica and hornblende in the inner and 
outer fabric. The sherds of both sites are decorated 
predominantly with grooves on rim lips, inner and 
outer parts of rims, necks, shoulders and bodies of 
vessels. Other decorations common to both sites 
include channelling, multiple and single incisions, 
triangular and dot stamps, rim-lip notches, a 
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combination of grooves and triangular stamps, and a 
combination of grooves and dot stamps. Vessel forms 
such as jars with everted rims and globular bodies, 
jars with everted rims and straight necks, bowls with 
incurved rims with or without carinations or ledges, 
and open hemispherical bowls are common to both 
sites. The evidence from the pottery from the two 
sites suggests that the locally manufactured pottery 
used at Fort Amsterdam from the 18th century to the 
first decade of the 19th century persisted into the 20th 
century. 

 Vessels (Figure 3d) that clearly indicate 
Asante influence and presence on the coast (DeCorse 
2001: 121-122) are among the Kormantin ceramic 
assemblage. These vessels constitute 5.3% of the jars 
and 2.9% of all the vessels from Kormantin No.1 and 
were associated with the 19th century reddish brown 
pipe bowl with fluting and with a probable 19th 
century erect pipe bowl. There were many Asante 
traders on the coast, particularly at Elmina in the 19th 
century (Brukum 1985: 34; Coombs 1963: 1; Yarak 
1986: 34). In 1806 Asante warriors invaded Fort 
Amsterdam in search of two renegade Assin chiefs, 
Kwaku Aputae and Kwadwo Otibu, who had shown 
disrespect to the Asantehene (the King of the Asante) 
and killed his messengers (Ward 1958: 147). Oral 
traditions collected by Agorsah and Butler (2008: 
13) also claim that almost all the ceramic supplies of 
Kormantin came from the southern Asante-speaking 
areas to the north of Kormantin. The pottery just 
described may be artefactual evidence of Asante 
influence and/ or presence in the Kormantin area. 

 The inhabitants of Kormantin played a pro-
minent role in the trade between Africans and the 
Europeans in Fort Amsterdam. Writing in 1704, 
William Bosman (1967: 69) commented that any 
time there was disagreement between the Kormantin 
people and the Europeans in Fort Amsterdam, the 
latter were denied needed provisions by the former, 
and traders from the hinterland were also prevented 
by the former from trading with the occupants of the 
fort. The Kormantin people therefore played the role 
of middlemen between the traders from the hinterland 
and the Europeans on the coast. The similarity of 
the pottery from Kormantin and Fort Amsterdam 

suggests that the inhabitants of Kormantin supplied 
the pottery from the fort. The same can be said of 
the shellfish whose remains have been found in the 
fort. As already indicated, similar molluscs were 
eaten by the inmates of the fort and the people of 
Kormantin.  

         Bones of domestic cattle constitute 7.7% and 
22.8% respectively of the bones from the 2006 and 
2008 excavations at Fort Amsterdam. However not 
even a single bone of domestic cattle was found 
in the excavation at Kormantin No. 1. In the 17th 
century, Barbot (1732: 215) noted that sheep and 
cattle did not do well on the west coast but abounded 
on the Accra coast from where they were exported to 
the west coast of the Gold coast. This being the case, 
it is likely that transporting cattle on foot would have 
made beef very expensive to the local inhabitants 
of the Kormantin area. On the other hand, wild 
game, whose bones are probably represented in 
the unidentifiable bovid bones, could be hunted or 
trapped by all and sundry. Beef had to be purchased 
by those who could afford it. European inmates of 
Fort Amsterdam could easily bring cattle or beef by 
ship from the Accra coast or from neighbouring West 
African countries. Beef from Europe could also have 
been brought by Europeans as salted meat.       

 There are clear indications that Ghanaian 
potters in the past copied some European ceramic 
and metal vessels (Bellis 1972: 171, Fig. 14D; 
Boachie-Ansah 1985: 53-57, Fig. 10c, 1986: 168-
169, Fig. 31c, 2007: 95-97, Fig. 11b, 2009: 455-481; 
Calvocoressi 1975b: 153-164; Crossland 1973: 61-
62, 253, Fig. 5D, 1989: 30-31; Effah-Gyamfi 1974: 
204, 210, Fig. 6A-C, 1985: 127, Fig. 31c:12; Garrard 
1980: 179-180; Ozanne 1962: 65; Posnansky 1973a: 
6, 1973b: 156). Earthenware copies of European 
ceramics and metal vessels provide artefactual 
evidence on the impact of maritime trade on the 
local population. They indicate that the vessels were 
common or attractive enough to have aroused the 
attention of potters who copied them in response to 
new demands and perhaps to consumer preferences 
and expectations stimulated by contact with the 
outside world (Boachie-Ansah 2009: 480). The 
probable earthenware copies of European metal and 
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ceramic vessels found in the excavation (Figures 4a, 
5a,c) and a copy of a European plate found in the 
2008 excavation at Fort Amsterdam demonstrate the 
appreciation and admiration of the local people for 
some of the European trade items.

 Trade with Europeans on the coast is 
attested by the numerous glass liquor, medicine, 
mineral water, toiletry, and culinary bottles as well 
as by the glass closures, imported smoking pipes, 
imported glass beads, iron nails, and European and 
Japanese pottery. Glass bottles used as containers 
of castor oil, liniment, Davis Pain Killer, Atwoods 
Jaundice Bitters, Krushen salts, and ointments 
testify to the dependence on western medicine 
for the treatment of diseases. Most probably, the 
local inhabitants of Kormantin played the role of 
middlemen, and became agents through whom some 
of these imported items, together with marine fish 
known to have been an important commodity in the 
Kormantin area, reached the hinterland. Trade items 
from the hinterland probably included pottery, which 
Kormantin traditions claim came from the southern 
Asante-speaking areas to the north (Agorsah and 
Butler 2008: 13), snails from the forests to the north, 
foodstuffs, locally-manufactured powder-glass 
beads of a type found in the excavation, which the 
Krobo to the northwest were adept at making, and 
locally manufactured brass vessels (forowa) of a type 
from the excavation, which are known to have been 
expertly produced by the Akan in the hinterland, 
particularly the Bono and Asante.

 Some of the imported trade items from the 
2006 and 2008 excavations at Fort Amsterdam 
were also found in the excavation at Kormantin. 
These include English pearlware plate fragments 
decorated in blue transfer-printed “willow” patterns; 
Dutch pearlware bowls decorated with cut sponged-
stamped floral and geometric designs in green, blue, 
and purple; English pearlware plate fragments with 
painted multiple lines on rims; English pearlware 
with transfer-printed foliar designs; English 
creamware plate fragments with “royal” pattern 
decoration; Rhenish stoneware jug fragments with 
incised cobalt-blue, geometric designs; German and 
English stoneware storage jar fragments with grey, 

salt-glazed surfaces; Dutch smoking pipes of the 
period after 1750; gunflints; and nails.

 Case bottles of the 17th and 18th centuries 
and 18th century Dutch “onion” bottles found in the 
2006 and 2008 excavations at Fort Amsterdam were 
completely absent at Kormantin No. 1. Also present 
at Kormantin No. 1 but absent at Fort Amsterdam 
were Chinese export porcelain and 19th and early 20th 
century whiteware sherds.   

 The single slate pencil and the white metal 
button suggest the existence of European education 
and the adoption of western dress. As DeCorse (2001: 
149) has rightly commented, European education, 
which before the 19th century depended on the work 
of individuals, was undoubtedly regarded as very 
useful by many Africans for it facilitated trade. 
During the 19th century, schools with European-style 
curricula became much more common on the coast, 
and the slate pencil together with the stoneware, 
which could have functioned as a container for ink, 
may be regarded as artefactual evidence of early 
European-type education.

Conclusion

 Many of the trade items found at Fort 
Amsterdam were also traded to the local inhabitants of 
Kormantin No. 1. The subsistence economic lifestyle 
of the local inhabitants at Kormantin and the inmates 
of Fort Amsterdam was, to a large extent, similar. 
Similar locally manufactured pottery and molluscs 
were found at Fort Amsterdam and Kormantin No. 
1 and the latter’s inhabitants probably supplied 
the subsistence needs of the Fort. The consumerist 
nature of the present-day Ghanaian economy can be 
seen in the 18th to early 20th century archaeological 
record at Kormantin in the form of imported trade 
goods from Europe and the Orient. These trade 
goods and items related to literacy testify to aspects 
of change resulting from global encounters between 
the Ghanaian coast and the outside world.
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