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 Fort Batenstein is located on an isolated ridge 
80-120m above sea level at Butre village (N4°49’00” 
W1º55’00’’). The settlement is inhabited by the Ah-
anta, one of seven ethno-linguistic groups occupying 
Ghana’s expansive coastline in the Ahanta West Dis-
trict of the Western Region of Ghana. Total popula-
tion is estimated at 106215 (Ghana Population Census 
2010).  Also referred to as Boutry, Butri and Bootry 
by some early European writers (Astley 1745; Bar-
bot 1732; Bosman 1705; Marees 1905), Butre (Fig-
ure 1) lies on a sandy flatbed sandwiched between a 
sheltered inlet overlooking the Gulf of Guinea to the 
south and the above named ridge to the north. The 
south and east sides of the ridge slopes very steeply 
and one can make the extremely cumbersome ascent 
via the over 100 wooden step pathway provided to 
the top where the fort is located. It can be even more 
difficult to climb during the rainy season when the 
ground surface becomes wet and slippery. According 
to Dantzig (1980: 25), Batenstein’s location on this 
high ridge made it virtually unassailable to people 
intent on attacking it in the past. On the east the ridge 
is bounded by the Butre River, while the ridge slopes 
gently to the west where the village is accessed by a 
rough non-tarred road. On all sides, the settlement is 
surrounded by several densely wooded trees, which 
create a picturesque view when observed from the 
top of the ridge. 

 Early documentary records indicate that the 
Swedes were the first European nation to establish 
contact and initiate commercial relations with the in-
digenous population of Butre. The Swedish occupa-
tion however was short and spanned only two years 
(ca. AD 1650-1652) because some Dutch employees 
of the West India Company (WIC) instigated the peo-
ple of Ankasa to attack and expel the Swedes from 
the area so they could trade and exploit natural re-
sources in the area (Anquandah 1999: 74; Lawrence 
1963: 262). The Dutch followed up in 1656, after the 
Swedish expulsion, with the establishment of a small 
trade post, which they later reinforced and expanded 
into a fort (Dantzig 1980: 25). Trade at Butre how-
ever was insignificant and never flourished for most 

 GHANA

Introduction

 This paper presents results of preliminary 
fieldwork undertaken at Fort Batenstein and its envi-
rons during the Christmas break of the 2014-2015 ac-
ademic year. The fieldwork involved reconnaissance 
surveys and the opening of two tests pits around the 
precincts of the fort. Other aspects of this phase of 
work involved mapping and documentation of some 
important topographical features around the precincts 
of the fort using a Global Positioning System (GPS). 
The writer plans to conduct extensive archaeologi-
cal excavations during the upcoming summer break 
to discover and recover more cultural materials to 
facilitate reconstruction of past Dutch-Ahanta life 
ways. The study spanned five days and the writer was 
assisted by one field assistant and two indigenes of 
Butre. 
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periods of the Dutch occupation unlike the English 
trade at nearby Dixcove. For example, from 1705-
16, trade amounted to only 156 slaves and 290 marks 
of gold (Anquandah 1999: 76). This was primarily 
due to the regularity of inter-tribal wars inland that 
caused insecurity and made most of the gold mines 
and trade routes to Butre to remain closed. 

 Despite this handicap, for many years the 
Dutch continued to occupy and maintain the fort.  
This was because Butre had abundant reserves of 
hardwood tree species, which made timber produc-
tion, logging and saw-milling successful enterprises 
that the fort serviced. Timber was easily transported 
along the Butre River inland (Dantzig 1980: 25). The 
small bay on the coast also served as a harbor for 
small Dutch ships, which occasionally called there 
to be refitted and take on provisions for the outbound 
journey to Europe and the New World. Furthermore, 
Butre was located only three miles from Dixcove, 
which was connected directly by pathways to rich 
goldfields in Wassa-land and Aowin. The above rea-
sons probably constituted the major compelling at-
tractions for the Dutch to convert and rebuild their 
trade post into a fort, which they named Fort Baten-
stein (Figure 2). The fort remained a Dutch posses-
sion till 1872 when it was relinquished to the English 
by a treaty between the two nations. 

 Jean Barbot (1732: 53), one of the earli-
est Europeans to have visited and drawn the fort in 
1679, noted that it was “oblong and divided into two 
parts, defended by two very indifferent batteries”. 
William Bosman (1705: 79) writing in 1701-3 also 
described it as “On a very high hill, lies a tiny ill-de-
signed fort called Batenstein – an elongated building 
divided into two, and strengthened with four useless 
little bastions, upon which are mounted eleven light 
canons”. Bosman (1705: 80) further noted that the 
original building constructed by the Dutch was struc-
turally weak because it shook whenever its own guns 
had to be fired to welcome friendly ships. A 1791 
plan of the fort shows additional extensions under-
taken on the structure to enlarge and strengthen it. 
For example, the bastions were reshaped; those on 
the eastern flank were joined to the west one to form 
one battery, while that on the northwest was extend-
ed to overlap the north curtain. The rooms were also 
rebuilt to create a two-storied block with the doors 
and windows on the ground floor coigned and arched 
with bricks (Lawrence 1963: 264-266). Fort Baten-
stein is currently in ruins and its stone and brick walls 
constitute the only original building material stand-
ing. Its flat roof and all the wooden planks previously 
used as the sub-basement on the second floor have all 
fallen-out and disappeared under vagaries of tropical 

Figure 1:  Map showing the location of Butre.
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weather conditions. The situation is dire and if the 
structure is not renovated soon, it might collapse in 
the near future.

 The research area is underlain by the Pre-
cambrian Upper Birimian Rock Series (Kesse 1985: 
15- 16). The coastline is also characterized by large 
granite and gneiss boulders and outcrops, some of 
which jut into the sea to form promontories. The 
landscape on-shore consists of several gentle rolling 
hills, which rise on average 20-70m above sea level 
(Ghana Survey Department 2005: Sheet 0402A1), 
and the top soils in many places are rich in humus 
that accounts for the very luxuriant botanical re-
sources there. 

 Butre lies within the Southwest Equatorial 
Climatic Zone, which is marked by double maxima 
rainfall of approximately 1700mm. The rainy sea-
son spans early April through to September, with the 
greatest volume occurring between April and July. 
The inflow of the southwest winds all year round is 
responsible for the relatively high amount of rainfall 
and farming activities that peak during this period 
(Dickson and Benneh 1973: 28). Temperatures are 
also high all year round, averaging 34°C in March, 
which is the hottest month. August is the coldest 
month and temperatures can drop to as low as 20°C. 
The dry season spans December to mid-March and 
is sometimes characterized by strong dry Harmattan 
winds whose drying effect is often reduced by the 

influence of marine humidity (Oboli and Harrison 
Church 1981: 107-8). Relative humidity levels are 
high, averaging between 75-80% in the dry season. 
Some major rivers and streams in the research area 
include Mawu, Busua, Nfuma, Apesuro, Whin, Su-
oni and Nyame (Wills 1962: 56-67). The main tree 
types include Carapa procera D.C, Albizia feru-
ginea, Bosqueia angloensis, Afrormosia elata, Chlo-
rophora excel and Entandrophragma spp. Tree girths 
are generally large and range between 1.82–6.09m. 
Some areas on the ground surface are devoid of veg-
etative cover on account of low penetration of sun-
light. Occasionally a few patches of ferns, creepers 
and secondary shrubs occur although sporadically 
(Wills 1962: 160-163). 

Presentation of Surface Survey and Test Excava-
tion Results

 A total area of approximately 272m2  was 
covered by foot during the surface survey including 
the fort’s central courtyard and environs. Except for 
a farm located 24m north of the fort, much of the 
ground surface was overgrown with thick patches of 
ferns, creepers and secondary shrubs some of which 
were identified as Leptaspis cochleata, Olyra lati-
folia, Cnestis ferrugina D.C, Ochna kibbiensis and 
Streptogyne crinit. The survey team had to use a cut-
lass to clear the vegetative cover to make possible 
the identification and recovery of cultural materials 

Figure 2:  View of the east side of Fort Batenstein taken from the central courtyard.
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Table 1:  Description of the stratigraphy and cultural materials recovered from Pit 1.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Total
Description of 
stratigraphy

Upper level 
composed 
of rich loose 
black hu-
mus (7.5R 
3/1) with 
decompos-
ing leaves. 
Lower level 
composed of 
mildly wet 
grey humus.  

Soil com-
posed of mix 
of hard com-
pacted light 
grey laterite 
(10R 4/2) 
with small 
gneiss stone 
aggrega-
tions evenly 
spread 
within.

Mix of light 
grey laterite 
and dark 
grey soft 
rock (3.5R 
4/1).

Mix of light 
grey laterite 
and dark 
grey soft 
rock (3.5R 
4/1).

Potsherds of 
manufacture

23 9 5 1 38

Imported smok-
ing pipes

2 3 1 - 6

Glass bottles 11 5 8 - 24
Palm kernel 
remains

12 23 19 2 56

Imported ceram-
ics

2 1 2 - 5

Shellfish re-
mains

1 12 3 - 16

Metal objects 2 4 1 - 7
Bones 9 2 4 - 15

on the ground. The following constituted the major 
cultural materials and ecofacts recovered during the 
surface survey and their quantum: potsherds of lo-
cal manufacture (7), stone grinders (10, European 
ceramic (1), glass bottle fragments (3), shellfish re-
mains (6), fragments of imported bricks (4), metal 
objects (3) and bones (2). According to my field as-
sistant, who is a resident of Butre, several tourists 
and amateur archaeologists visit the site monthly and 
some collect artifacts that they find on the ground 
surface. This probably accounts for the low count of 
artifacts found at the site.

 All two tests pits excavated measured 
1x1.5m. The first, designated Pit 1, was located 4.8m 
north of the fort, while the second, designated Pit 2, 
was located 8m east of the fort. An arbitrary level of 

20cm was used to control vertical provenience. The 
sterile level of Pit 1 was 63cm below ground surface 
while that of Pit 2 was 80cm. Finds were collected 
level by level and their contents recorded in a field 
notebook. Tables 1 and 2 describe stratigraphy of the 
north walls of each pit excavated and the finds recov-
ered according to levels.  

Discussion

 Locally manufactured pottery constituted the 
most prolific artifact recovered from the two pits. All 
three major traditional surface treatment types as-
sociated with locally manufactured vessels, namely, 
slipped, smudged and surface smoothing, were all 



NYAME AKUMA No. 83 JUNE 2015

44

Table 2:  Description of the stratigraphy and cultural materials recovered from Pit 2.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total
Bones 3 6 1 10
Metal objects 12 7 11 30
Shellfish re-
mains

9 11 2 22

Imported ceram-
ics

- 1 1 2

Palm kernel 
remains

11 32 9 52

Glass bottle 
remains

3 12 3 18

Imported brick 0 - 1 1
Potsherds of 
local manufac-
turer

11 19 5 35

Description of 
stratigraphy

Upper level 
composed 
of rich loose 
black humus 
(7.5R 3/1) with 
decomposing 
leaves. Lower 
level composed 
of mildly wet 
grey humus.

Soil composed 
of mix of hard 
compacted light 
grey laterite 
(10R 4/2) with 
small gneiss 
stone aggrega-
tions evenly 
spread within.

Mix of light 
grey laterite and 
dark grey soft 
rock (3.5R 4/1).

evenly represented in the assemblage, while single 
and multiple shallow incised circumferential grooves 
along the necks and shoulder regions of the vessels 
constituted the major decorative pattern identified.

 Reconstruction of the entire pottery assem-
blage totaling 72 was undertaken to establish their 
form. The bulk appeared to be food preparation, 
food storage and food serving bowls and only one 
sherd appeared to be part of a jar. Four of the vessels 
had their shoulders join a carination from where the 
body merged with the base. According to DeCorse 
(2001: 116-7), carinated vessels with shallow incised 
grooves like those described above, first appeared in 
the 18th century on the Gold Coast and are associated 

with Asante settlements from where they have been 
recovered at lower stratigraphic levels. Their recov-
ery at Butre is evidence there might have been con-
tact between the two peoples, probably via trade.   

 A total of 42 fragmented glass bottles were 
recovered from all levels of the stratigraphy of the 
two pits excavated except Level 4, at Pit 2. They 
comprised various bottle parts such as rims, shoul-
ders and bases, and appeared to have been used as 
alcoholic beverage (gin, schnapps, wine) and non-
alcoholic beverage (syrups, toilet water, soda wa-
ter) containers. Two of the bases had push-up bases, 
which are normally used to hold schnapps and gin. 
Dark green and white coloured fragments, some with 
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patina registered on parts of their bodies, dominated 
the assemblage. The Butre assemblage probably con-
stituted trade items because several historical sources 
assert that liquor was a major European export to the 
Guinea Coast (DeCorse 2001: 148-9; Feinberg 1989: 
50). 

 The quantum of imported clay smoking pipes 
retrieved was only six. This contrasts sharply with re-
coveries from nearby coastal settlements with forts, 
such as Fort St. Anthony (Axim) and Fort Metal Cross 
(Dixcove). The low count of smoking pipes retrieved 
is indicative of the fort’s small residents number. It 
is also probable that smoking tobacco through pipes 
may have been an unpopular pastime of the people 
during the period. All the smoking pipes comprised 
undecorated stems, without established reference 
marks and measured 2-4.2cm long with stem-bore 
diameters of 1.74-2.63mm. According to Harrington 
(1954:1-5), the bulk of the smoking pipes manufac-
tured in the mid-17th to early 19th century had stem-
bore diameters of 1.74-1.99mm. DeCorse (2001: 
165) has also noted that the bulk of smoking pipes 
manufactured in England, continental Europe and 
America after 1800 were largely unmarked while the 
shapes and sizes of the bowls were also similar. He 
attributes it to the demise of the Gouda pipe industry. 
The stem-bore diameters of the Butre smoking pipes 
fall within this category and should therefore be as-
signed to that period. 

 There was also a low count of imported ce-
ramics (7). Except for two fragments of transfer 
printed flowery-edged porcelain plate, and a light-
blue glazed tulip bulb patterned creamware, the re-
mainder comprised undecorated ironstone china 
(whitewares), all of which appeared to be bowls. It 
was not possible to establish their countries of origin 
because all were unmarked.

 The bulk of the bones recovered measured 
less than 3cm long. A few of the larger parts, such as 
the humeri, tibia, femur and fibula were identified as 
belonging to bovid (sheep and goat), while one spec-
imen each of tooth and phalange was identified as 
belonging to giant rat (Cricetomys gambianus). The 
remainder will be submitted to the Department of 
Zoology, University of Ghana, for analysis to enable 

more definitive species identification. This will allow 
for taphonomic features like butchery and burn marks 
to be scientifically investigated to establish probable 
butchery practices, cooking methods and disposal 
patterns of the Dutch-Ahanta occupants of the area 
who are believed to have exploited these animals. 
A comprehensive report of the entire bone analysis 
recovered will be published in a subsequent issue. 
A total of 106 unbroken palm kennel shells (Elaeis 
guineenis) constituted the only botanical remains re-
trieved. All were friable and easily disintegrated with 
the application of pressure with the fingers. Also re-
covered were 38 shellfish remains identified as Arca 
senelis and Arca afra, which belong to the genera Bi-
valvia. According to respondents, they are exploited 
for food.  

 The degree of corrosion on the 37 metal ob-
jects recovered was extensive, which made identifi-
cation difficult. This was exacerbated by the fact that 
the bulk measured less than 3cm2 and had no com-
pany attrition logos or trademarks. A total of seven 
pieces were identified and appeared to be tools asso-
ciated with construction. They comprised the follow-
ing: iron brackets (2), brad nails (7), “T” head nails 
(1), remnant of a door hinge (1), remnants of hoes 
(2), part of a basin (1) and remnants of blades of cut-
ting tools (4). 

Conclusion

 The low count of European trade goods re-
covered is evidence that trade at Butre was low 
keyed. This supports historical sources that assert 
that the fort was utilized more as a service station 
than a trade post. Unlike Pit 2, which contained both 
materials of foreign and local origins at all levels of 
the stratigraphy, one potsherd and two palm kernel 
shells constituted the only materials recovered from 
Level 4, at Pit 1, which was undisturbed. This discov-
ery is germane because it is evidence that the Butre 
settlement predated the arrival of Europeans. The 
conclusions outlined in this paper should be regarded 
as tentative rather than hard facts because the data 
used was inadequate to warrant outright conclusions. 
Nevertheless it provides valuable insights and infor-
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mation on the early Dutch-Ahanta contact at Butre.
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