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in the far south of the Third Cataract region (Musaad 
1972: 54). The area is one of the richest areas of the 
Sudan in terms of archaeological density and diversi-
ty, and the data available on its environment, culture 
and history particularly for the medieval period.

Environment

 Nubia falls within the desert type of climate, 
where rain is infrequent and in many years no precip-
itation is recorded. Temperatures are extremely high 
and reach a maximum in May and June. The mean 
daily temperature persists above 30°C. Humidity at 
midday rises from about 10% in May and June to 
nearly 15% in August. In winter the area experiences 
a cool dry climate for some four months duration 
and the mean daily temperature is about 16ºC. There 
are dust and sand storms caused by the wind, which 
blows from the north (Adams 1977: 24).  In gener-
al, the environment is quite similar to other areas of 
middle and lower Nubia to the north. However, the 
southern end of the region coincides with extensive 
areas of exposed Basements Complex (which also 
form the Tombos-Hannek Cataract). This creates a 
very marked change in landscape when approached 
from the open plains of the Kerma Basin and the 
Dongola Reach.

Population

	 Modern	Nubia	 is	divided	 into	five	main	 re-
gions: Matukia (Kunuz) region, Fadija region, Sikkut 
region, Mahas region and Danagla region (Edwards 
and Osman 2012:17).  The present day population of 
the region is part of the Mahas people, who occupy 
the area between Tombos in the south and Soleb in 
the north. Linguistically, they are part of the Mahas 
Nubian speaking peoples, who extend north to the 
First Cataract (Awad 1956:43).  The population in-
cludes the Mahas, the Sikkut and the Matukia. All 
of these peoples perceive that they belong more to 
the people living to the north of the region than with 
people living in areas to the south. They, therefore, 
tend to behave more like their kin in Egypt (Osman 

 SUDAN

Introduction

 The Mahas region (northern Sudan) lies 
along the Nile beginning at the north end of Don-
gola town and extending from Hannek village (west 
bank) and Tombos (east bank) at the top of the 
Third Cataract, downriver to the area of Jebel Do-
sha (west bank) and Wawa (east bank), in the north, 
and covers an area of ca. 141km (ca. 88 miles) from 
(Hannek-Tombos) to (Soleb-Wawa). Within this 
area the landscape is varied, including some very 
fertile localities with abundant alluvial soils as well 
as many extremely barren and inhospitable areas 
(Osman and Edwards 2012: 189). 

Third Cataract Region

 The Third Cataract region is located in the 
far south of the Mahas, in a distance of ca. 65km be-
tween Kajbar in the north and Tombos in the south. 
At the administrative level the region is located in the 
southern part of the Mahas Commissioner. Histori-
cally this region was part of the Christian kingdom 
of Nubatia, and then became part of Maris province 
after	 the	 unification	 of	 the	 Nubatia	 and	 Makuria	
kingdoms (AD 580-652) (Musaad 1960: 56). Ibn-
Salim-el Oswani mentioned that the Marees’s bor-
der was in a village called Yatsu, which was located 
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Figure 1: Kadamusa Site.
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Figure 2: Satellite image of Jebel Kadamusa. (Google 
Earth)

1998: 5).

 In the Mahas region the population is called 
”Mahasi Nubians”, the southern most part of the 
larger group of Nobiin-speaking Nubians of north-
ern Sudan and southern Egypt. The Mahas Nubians 
speak what we may term Nobiin Nubian, like Fadi-
ja or Halfawi Nubian. To the south, in the Dongola 
Reach, are other Nubian populations speaking close-
ly related Donglawi Nubian (Oshker) (Edwards and 
Osman 2012: 18).

Kadamusa Site

 Kadamusa.  Kadamusa is a large site (N 20º 
03’ 80’’ E 30º 35’ 25’’) located on the east bank of 
the Nile, north of the third cataract and close to the 
riverbank overlooking Narnarti Island (Figure 1).  
The site includes settlements, tombs and graves (Fig-
ure 2). Handmade late medieval and post medieval 
wares, glazed wares, pieces of charcoal and shell.

 European travelers.  Kadamusa was noted by 
several European travelers of the early 19th century 
(e.g., Waddington and Hanbury 1822:31).  Linant de 
Bellefonds (1958:17) recorded the site as “les ruines 
d’un village et celles d’un petit fort en briques crues” 
when he passed through this area in 1821.  Evilya 
Celebi (1938:325) mentioned Narnarti Island during 
his visit to the Mahas area during the Ottoman period 

(AD 1671-1672).

Fortified Settlement Site

 On a prominent rocky hill overlooking the 
river, and opposite the south end of Narnarti Island, 
is an irregular but substantial enclosed settlement 
that covers over 2ha (the site is marked on the Sudan 
Survey map as an ‘Old Fort’).  The enclosure wall 
is built of stone but a number of well-preserved in-
ternal structures are built of very unusual long mud 
bricks of a type not previously recorded in the re-
gion. There are some brick measurements. The larger 
bricks measure 44x36x8cm, with some as long as 
50cm. Surface sherds include handmade “Islamic” 
vessel types and occasional glazed wares with little 
of obvious ‘Nubian’ manufactures.

 Excavations.  One of the three-roomed struc-
tures was tested in 2002 by Intisar Soghayroun. The 
interior of one of the buildings was selected for a 
2x1m test pit, which was excavated after a total sur-
face collection was made within the area. Nearly all 
the pottery recovered from this area was handmade 
and undecorated. At the lowest level of the test pit, a 
small fragment of a Kerma-period black-topped red 
ware bowl was found (Edwards and Osman 2012: 
189).

 University of Khartoum excavations.  The 
University of Khartoum, Department of Archaeol-
ogy conducted an excavation at the site in 2013. We 
selected unit A (Figure 3), one of the units located 
on the north side of the hill.  The rectangular unit 
measured 10x9m, and the feature in the unit was con-
structed of mud bricks and mud. The walls were col-
lapsed (Figure 3). 

 In the surface layer we found potsherds, in-
cluding sherds from hand and wheel made Islamic 
pottery.  Pottery was often undecorated and frag-
mented, but some pots were decorated. Beads, pieces 
of charcoal, animal remains and ostrich eggs were 
also located (Table 1).

	 In	the	first	layer	(10cm	below	surface),	pot-
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Table 1:  Sherds excavated from unit A.

Layers Hand 
Made

Wheel 
Made

Decorated Undeco-
rated

Colour Total
Red Black Other

Surface 14 - 6 8 6 3 5 14
Layer 1 49 9 30 28 11 14 33 58
Layer 2 22 7 10 19 7 1 21 19

Figure 3:		General	view	of	the	fortified	settlement.

Figure 4:  Decorated sherds (Layer 1 of the 
University of Khartoum excavations).

Figure 5:  Upper grinder stone (Layer 2 of the 
University of Khartoum excavations).
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Figure 6:  Beads (Layer 2 of the University of 
Khartoum excavations).

Figure 7:  First grave type.
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Figure 8:  Second grave type.

Figure 9:		The	first	domed	tomb.
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tery sherds were located (similar to pottery in the 
surface layer, but smaller) (Figure 4), as well as 
pieces of charcoal, a small layer of burned material 
in the south side of the unit, and a layer of animal 
dung in the west side of the unit along with shells. 
In the second layer (20cm below surface), potsherds 
continued to be recovered along with upper grinding 
stones (Figure 5), shells, beads (Figure 6) and animal 
remains.

Cemetery

 On the south side of Jebel Kadamusa is a 
small cemetery of simple graves with north-south 
orientations.	There	are	 two	 types	graves.	 	The	first	
type is big graves that measure 7.7x3.2m, with a low 
rectangular superstructure built of mud bricks and 
mud, and a substructure constructed of mud bricks 
and mud with small stones and covered with stone 
slabs and mud bricks that measure 46x34x10cm and 
43x20x4cm (Figure 7). The second type is small 
graves with enclosure walls and covered with small 
stones and with diameters ranging between 1-4m 
(Figure 8).  A small number of lithic fragments and 
possible Kerma period sherds were also noted within 
the cemetery.

 Domed Tombs (Qubbas).  On the south side 
of the cemetery are two large domed tombs with rect-
angular bases of a type not otherwise seen in this re-
gion. The tombs are constructed of mud bricks and 
mud.  The mud bricks measure 38x25x7cm.

	 The	 first	 tomb’s	 rectangular	 base	 has	 two	
steps and measures 3.80x3.85m. In the lower part 
there are eight small openings (probably for air or 
lighting).  The tomb’s gate on the north side mea-
sures 90x40x50cm (Figure 9). The second tomb, lo-
cated	on	the	west	side	of	the	first	tomb,	is	destroyed.

Dating

 Evilya Celebi (1938) mentioned Narnarti site 
during his visit to the Mahas area during the Ottoman 
period (AD 1671-1672), and wrote “Narnarti, had 

a triangular Fort, under the command of one “Kan 
Kaadan” whose territory encompassed of 500 a sol-
diers” (Celbi 1938:325). I suggest that Jebel Kada-
musa was occupied in the Ottoman period as well.

 During the archaeological work, pieces of 
decorated pottery were found that, when compared 
to	the	pottery	classification	of	Adams	(1986),	are	at-
tributable to the Christian (Medieval), and the Islam-
ic (Post Medieval) periods.

Conclusion

 Jebel Kadamusa is the most important site in 
the Third Cataract Region during the medieval peri-
od for border control and supervision of trade in Nu-
bia in general and the Mahas area in particular. Jebel 
Kadamusa, similar to Jebel Wahaba and the Tinari 
sites, lay within the Islamic Kingdom of Koka and 
should be considered as part of the Ottoman Empire, 
which ruled large parts of the world. The large site 
at Jebel Kadamusa is in need of more detailed study, 
including both survey and excavations. To complete 
this study it is also important and necessary to inves-
tigate the oral tradition in this area.
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